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ABSTRACT: 
This paper represents the first phase of a larger study 
with the aim of identifying and investigating internal 
and external barriers encountered by SMEs in moving 
their businesses towards green business transformation. 
The first phase of this research was recently conducted 
among Vietnamese SMEs and contributes to the current 
understanding of challenges impacting SMEs' 
environmental sustainability development initiatives. 
Our results from this phase will provide an evaluation of 
Vietnamese SMEs’ environmental maturity levels and 
furthermore will outline progressive steps towards the 
foundation of an environmentally sustainable business 
framework for SMEs. 
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