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1. Overview 
 

Community engagement is a distinguishing feature of Western Sydney University School of Medicine 
and embedded throughout the 5-year medical curriculum. The main community engaged component 

in our curriculum, Medicine in Context (MiC) program is delivered in Year 3, which is the first clinical 

year for students. In 2022, there are 2 cohorts of students: 

i) MD students: Year 3 MiC is delivered in a 5-week attachment, and builds on previous MiC learning 
in Year 1 and Year 2 when students attended up to 4 days of GP placements. This attachment is 
called MiC Advanced (MiCa – pronounced “meekah”): 

MiCa (5 weeks) 

Online 
orientation 

Community placement 2 
(2 days/week) 

Reflection 

 

Essay  

GP placement 2 
(2 days/week) 

Fridays:  
Tutorials  

Workshop  
Guided self-study 

 

ii) MBBS students: A small number of MBBS students will attend two 5-week MiC attachments 

separated by a few clinical rotations. The two MiC attachments are named MiC 

Introductory/Intermediate (MiCi – pronounced “mickey’) and MiC Advanced. MBBS students may 

not have attended any GP placements during their Year 1-2 studies – so please check with your 

assigned student at the start of placement. 

MiCi (5 weeks) 

Intermission: 

Other Year 3 
Clinical 

Attachments 

MiCa (5 weeks) 

Online 
orientation 

Community placement 1 
(3 days/week) 

Online re-
orientation 

Community placement 2 
(2 days/week) 

Reflection 

 

Essay  

GP placement 1 
(1 day/week) 

GP placement 2 
(2 days/week) 

Fridays:  
Tutorials  

Workshop  
Guided self-study 

Fridays:  
Tutorials  

Workshop  
Guided self-study 
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2. Learning outcomes and learning strategy 

At the end of the Year 3 Medicine in Context teaching program, students will have achieved the 
learning outcomes as outlined in the table below.  In their GP placements, students are expected to 
develop learning goals and to discuss these goals with their GP supervisor on the first day of their 
placement. The learning goals should address the learning outcomes related to each of the Five 
Domains of General Practice. 

MiC learning outcome topics MiC learning outcomes  

A.    Social Determinants of 

Health 

Review how various social determinants of health contribute to 

health risks and outcomes of individuals and communities.  

B.    Community-based 

Services 

Analyse the roles of community-based services in supporting 

the health and well-being of individuals and communities. 

C.   Inter-professional 

Collaboration 

Analyse inter-professional dynamics between various health 

and non-health professionals in providing community-based 

services. 

D.    Evidence-based Practice 

in the Community  

Critically examine community-based services and social 

determinants of health in the light of academic literature. 

E.   Reflection on Community-

engaged Learning 

Develop future professional plans based on reflection on 

community and General Practice learning experiences. 

F.    Five Domains of General 

Practice 

Demonstrate learning across each of the Five Domains of 

General Practice appropriate to Year 3 medical students: 

Domain 1.  Demonstrates effective communication skills and the 

ability to develop a good doctor patient relationship. 

Domain 2.  Apply relevant medical knowledge and skills in GP 

setting by demonstrating knowledge of common 

medical conditions including the ability to gather 

information and perform a clinical examination 

appropriate to their stage of learning.  

Domain 3.  Population health – covered under MiC Learning 

Outcomes A and B. 

Domain 4.  Professional and ethical roles – covered under MiC 

Learning Outcomes C and E. 

Domain 5.  Describe differences between provision of health 

care in the community through General Practice 

compared with in the hospital setting. 
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3. Students’ prior learning 
 

MiC students are in their third year of a 5-year medical course. MD students have attended up to 4 
days of GP placements during their Years 1-2 studies - whereas MBBS students may not have 
attended any GP placements during their Year 1-2 studies – so please check with your assigned 
student at the start of placement about their prior learning. 

Third year is their first year spent wholly in clinical attachments. At the beginning of the calendar year, 
they will not have had extensive experience on the wards, however towards the end of the year 
students should have sound experience in many aspects of medical and surgical clinical practice in a 
hospital setting. 

A typical MiC student: 

• has basic knowledge about the health care system and health-related community factors; 

• has limited clinical knowledge and skills; 

• should be able to undertake basic procedures (including medication administration, 
venepuncture, BP measurement, focused physical examination, ECG, peak flow and spirometry); 

• is learning about professional behaviour and may need guidance in this area. 

4. Placement activities and GP Learning Plan & Logbook (GLPL) 
 

Prior to the placement 

Students are expected to contact their GP supervisors in the week before the placement begins to 
check dress standards and any other requirements. 

Day One 

On the first day of placement the GP supervisor is expected to orientate students to the practice.  

The student and GP supervisor are expected to discuss and establish a Learning Plan in the GP Learning 
Plan & Logbook (GLPL) that specifies learning goals and what activities would help students achieve 
those goals. 

During the term 

Students are responsible for making the most of any opportunity for their own learning.  

To help guide student learning, they are given suggested tasks in both GP and community placements.  

GP clinical tasks are recorded in the student’s GLPL and may be completed in any order, as 
opportunities will depend on patient availability and time. 

Students are required to complete 2 mini-CEXs – one focusing on history taking, the other focusing 
on physical examination. Please select 2 patients for your student to perform their mini-CEX 
assessment – which you will observe, grade and provide immediate feedback to the student. 

Community tasks are discussed in the weekly tutorial sessions conducted on Fridays throughout  the 
term.  These topics overlap with general practice and your student may wish to discuss these with you. 

At end of term 

Review the student’s completed GLPL with them - and discuss with the student how they might 
address learning objectives which were not met during the term.  
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Refer to the student’s GLPL when completing the GP Assessment form – as this can provide an 
indication of the student’s personal learning during the term. In particular, Criteria 6: Learning 
Approach Towards General Practice. 

 

 

Suggested Tasks during GP Term - MD students 

Placement 
Week    

Suggested Tasks: GP Learning 
Plan & Logbook 

Placement 
Week 

Campus Tutorial Tasks 

Placement  
Week 1  

 
Introduction to GP surgery, 
staff and range of services 

Placement  
Week 1 

 
-- None --  

Weeks 1 - 5  History taking Week 2 Investigate the role of 
disadvantage in GP patients and 
services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Clinical examination skills 
 

Week 3  Investigate the role of cultures in 
GP patients and services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Learn about the GP’s network 
of referral services 
 

Week 4 Investigate the role of geography 
in GP patients and services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Perform office procedures e.g. 
urinalysis, urine pregnancy 
testing 

Week 5 Investigate the role of family and 
communities in GP patients and 
services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Observe recall and procedures 
in place for managing 
investigation results 

  

Week 5 Reflect on the GP attachment 
and differences to hospital 
based care 

  

 

Suggested Tasks during GP Term - MBBS students 

Placement 
Week    

Suggested Tasks: GP Learning 
Plan & Logbook 

Placement 
Week 

Campus Tutorial Tasks 

Placement 1  
Week 1  

 
Introduction to GP surgery, 
staff and range of services 

Placement 1  
Week 1 

 
-- None --  

Weeks 1 - 5  History taking Week 2 Investigate the role of 
disadvantage in GP patients and 
services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Clinical examination skills 
 

Week 3  Investigate the role of cultures in 
GP patients and services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Learn about the GP’s network 
of referral services 
 

Week 4 Investigate the role of geography 
in GP patients and services. 

Weeks 1 - 5 Perform office procedures e.g. 
urinalysis, urine pregnancy 
testing 

Week 5 Investigate the role of family and 
communities in GP patients and 
services. 

Placement 2   Placement 2   
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Placement 
Week    

Suggested Tasks: GP Learning 
Plan & Logbook 

Placement 
Week 

Campus Tutorial Tasks 

Week 6 Orientation and learning plan 
 

Week 6 Investigate the role of politics 
and health policies in GP patients 
and services. 

Weeks 6 - 
10 

History taking Week 7 Investigate the role of trust in GP 
patients and services. 

Weeks 6 - 
10 

Clinical examination skills 
 

Week 8 Investigate trends in GP patients 
and services. 

Weeks 6 - 
10 

Observe recall and procedures 
in place for managing 
investigation results 

Week 9 Investigate social inclusion and 
exclusion in GP patients and 
services. 

Week 10 Reflect on the GP attachment 
and differences to hospital 
based care  

Week 10 -- None --  

5. Attendance and absence 
 

Students will spend 1 or 2 days per week in general practice with start and finishing times determined 
by the GP supervisor according to their normal daily activities - with a minimum of 6 hours per day 
and no more than 2 sessions in the one day (as per PIP Teaching Payments guidelines). 

Students are expected to have 100% attendance and must report any absence to both the GP 
supervisor and the MiC team ASAP. Partial absences (late arrivals/early departures) also require an 
explanation to both the GP supervisor and the MiC team. In such cases, students are expected to 
discuss extra tasks required to make up for their absence. 

Students are not required to make up days lost due to public holidays or intra-curricular academic 
activities. However, they are encouraged to seek additional learning opportunities by negotiating with 
the GP supervisor, as long as it does not take time away from other MiC placements. 

6. Formative Feedback  
 

Supervisors are required to give feedback to students throughout the term.  

Feedback (formative) is recommended midway through the term to highlight student strengths and 
weaknesses and to make suggestions for improvement.  GP supervisors can discuss expectations, 
learning outcomes and goals. 

GP supervisors are encouraged to raise any concerns they may have about student performance as 
early as possible - to ensure sufficient time for remediation. 

7.  Assessment of Term 
 

During each term, students are required to complete 2 mini-CEXs – one focusing on history taking, 
the other focusing on physical examination. Please select 2 patients for your student to perform their 
mini-CEX assessment – which you will observe, grade and provide immediate feedback to the 
student. Grading and feedback is to be provided using an electronic form on the MyProgress portfolio 
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platform - access to which your student will provide for you. To familiarise yourself with the electronic 
form, please refer to Appendix 2 for screenshots of the form. 

 

A GP Placement Assessment electronic form is to be completed by you at the end of the term using 
the MyProgress portfolio platform - access to which your student will provide for you. If you wish to 
complete the form in your own time without your student being present, your student can send you 
an email with a secure hyperlink to the electronic form. To familiarise yourself with the electronic 
form, please refer to Appendix 1 for screenshots of the form. 

 

8. Contact and support 
 

Any administrative queries about the MiC program or student issues should be directed to the General 
Practice Administration Officer (on Tue to Fri) in the first instance, who will involve the GP Academic 
as necessary. Such issues may include completion of assessment and PIP forms; change in your 
availability to supervise students; etc. 

Any academic queries regarding your student should be directed to the GP Academic (on Wed & Fri) 
as early as possible in the term. These may include concerns regarding your student’s performance, 
professionalism and attendance. 

If there is an incident at the practice (or on the way to the practice) then a report needs to be 
submitted to the University. The student should notify their GP supervisor regarding the incident. A 
de-identified report should be completed by both the student and GP supervisor, along with an 
Accident Injury Incident Notification Report form.  The University Occupational Health, Safety and Risk 
Unit should receive these forms within 48 hours of the incident (see attached form). 

Any expenses relating to medical treatment that is not covered by Medicare may be covered by the 
University provided these forms have been received. If there is any concern regarding the incident, 
please contact the General Practice Administration Officer who will be able to coordinate with the MiC 
Academic team.   

All GP supervisors are invited to apply for a Conjoint Lecturer appointment with the Western Sydney 
University School of Medicine. This appointment will provide access to various resources such as the 
extensive online library services as well as other learning, teaching and research resources. Please 
contact Vicki Bradley (v.bradley@westernsydney.edu.au) to apply for a Conjoint appointment. 

Useful resources for GP supervisors of Western Sydney University medical students can be accessed 
at https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/medicine/som/research/general_practice/Supervisors 
including: 

• Year 3 Clinical Attachment Descriptor 

• Resources to assist you in teaching and giving feedback 

• Supervisor frequently asked questions (FAQs) 

• CPD points for teaching medical students 

• Reflections of a GP Supervisor 

• Conjoint appointments and library resources 

 

 

 

mailto:v.bradley@westernsydney.edu.au
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/medicine/som/research/general_practice/Supervisors
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Appendix 1: CAA form (screenshots taken of electronic form) 
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Appendix 2: mini-CEX form (screenshots taken of electronic form) 
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Appendix 3: Accident/Injury/Incident/Hazard Notification form 
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