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Joint Program in Medicine
2027 MD PROJECT PROPOSAL TEMPLATE
This proposal is for WSU Year 4 MD students. 


· Year 4 students have a total of 9 consecutive weeks in 2027 to complete their research project in one of four Teaching Sessions.

· Proposals must outline the details for a small-scale student project, or a collation of sub-projects, also outlining the student role.

· MD Projects can stand alone or be part of a larger body of work.

· For projects requiring ethics approval, this must be in place prior to student commencing MD Project attachment (research block) and is the responsibility of the Supervisor.


Project proposals must be submitted to MDProject@westernsydney.edu.au for review and approval by 7 August 2026.

In addition to research tutorials provided throughout Years 1 and 2 of the MD course, workshops will be provided for students at the start of Year 4 2027, to ensure training on project management and basic data collection methods and analysis techniques occur prior to students entering their project attachment (Research Skills Week). A Student Learning Plan will be due at the end of this Research Skills Week, enabling students to map out how they will do their project across the attachment (see description of assessment items in the MDP Student & Supervisor Guide). Online tutorials are also available year-round for students to access through vUWS (see description of Project Skills Modules in the MDP Student & Supervisor Guide).











Joint Program in Medicine
2027 MD PROJECT PROPOSAL TEMPLATE
This Project Proposal is for the allocation of a WSU Year 4 MD student.
Please share a copy of this Proposal with your student/s.

	TYPE OF PROJECT

	
☐ Project Allocated to Specific Student/s 
       (Please provide student details on page 3)
☐ Project Available for Student Allocation
         (A project proposal that is developed by the supervisor and then allocated by the MDP team to an MD student.)



	
PRIMARY SUPERVISOR DETAILS


	Title: 
(e.g. Dr, A/Prof)
	

	First Name:
	

	Last Name:
	

	Email:
	

	Employer:
(Hospital/Organisation/
Institute/Centre)
	

	This Proposal will be shared with students, if you do not wish your phone number to be shared, please do not include it here, rather include it in the body of your email to MDP team upon submission of this Proposal.

	Work Phone Number:
	
	Mobile Number:
	

	For New MD Project Supervisors Only
Existing supervisors – please complete only to update any changes in information previously provided

	Job Title:
(eg. Senior Lecturer)
	

	Area of Expertise:
	

	Have you previously supervised a student, trainee or other projects?
	☐ No, but a colleague with experience in research supervision will co-supervise 
         (Provide co-supervisor details on the next page.)
☐ No, but I understand that a SoM Co-Supervisor may be appointed by the Stream Advisor 
☐ Yes (please describe and include the course level in which the student/s or trainee/s was enrolled eg Undergraduate, Honours, Masters, PhD, Specialist College Project, Health or Community Service or Other Projects, the topic/s and number of projects completed. 

Comments: 

	List your experience (research and otherwise) relevant to the project you are offering including previous projects you have completed or been involved in:
	



	STUDENT DETAILS (For Projects allocated to specific student/s)
Leave blank if this project is available for student allocation by MD Project team.       


	
	Student 1
	Student 2 (if applicable)

	Student ID:
	
	

	First Name:
	
	

	Last Name:
	
	

	Preferred Name:

	
	

	Mobile Number:
	
	

	Student Email:

	

	

	Teaching Session Allocation (if known):



	
	



	
CO-SUPERVISOR DETAILS 
(Complete if applicable. Copy table if required for more than one co-supervisor)


	Title: 
(e.g. Dr, A/Prof)
	

	First Name:
	

	Last Name:
	

	Email:

	

	Work Phone Number:
	

☐ Permission to share with students                 

	Mobile Number:

	

☐ Permission to share with students                 

	Job Title:
(e.g. Senior Lecturer)
	

	Employer:
	

	Area of Expertise:
	




	AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT 

	Please indicate availability in 2027 and student capacity per Teaching Session (TS):
(eg of total 2 student capacity, you may be available to supervise 1 student in TS1, 2 students in TS2 and TS3, 1 student in TS4)

We recommend supervising a maximum of 2 students on a project – they may be in the same Teaching Session. 

	
	Teaching Session Dates 2027 (TBC)
	Number of Students per Teaching Session 
(0,1 or 2)
	TOTAL Number of Students on Project for the year
(max 2)

	
	
	
	

	TS1 (26 Jan-26 Mar)
	
	
	

	TS2 (12 Apr-04 Jun) 
	
	
	

	TS3 (28 Jun-27 Aug)
	
	
	

	TS4 (06 Sep-29 Oct) 
	
	
	



Specify any special availability/student allocation conditions/requirements:



NOTE for STUDENT TO ACTION: 
When the time comes to preference your subject allocations for Year 4, ensure that you preference MDP according to your supervisor’s Teaching Session availability outlined above and then confirm with your supervisor once your allocation is finalised



	PROJECT DETAILS

	Project Stream

o Unsure, please confirm
	o Biomedical Sciences         
 Clinical Medicine
 Community Health 
 General Practice and Primary Care 
	o Health Innovations
o Indigenous Health 
o Medical Education 
o Rural Health    

	Project Type:
	o Research        o Educational     o Service Learning


	FoR and/or SEO codes under which the project will run:
	FoR: 
	SEO: 

	Project Title:
	

	Project Description:
(Brief description of project to list for students, maximum 150 words)
	

	Student Prerequisites:
(e.g. cultural sensitivity, gender, language, need for rural placement)

	

	Project Location:
Where will the student be conducting the Project geographically? 
(e.g. Campbelltown Campus, Lismore, Blacktown Local Government Area)
	


o Project can be completed remotely online. 
Please note that eMR access is NOT available to students remotely. 

	Organisation Providing Student Project:
(e.g. Karitane, Westmead Hospital, SoM)

	


	Is Hospital Access Required for this Project:

ClinConnect Placement will be organised by WSU Clinical Schools (where applicable). Supervisors need to clarify and arrange special eMR/IT/site access/security/insurance/any extra cost/s requirements before student commences their project, particularly for facilities outside of SWSLHD and WSLHD. 


	

 No 
(ClinConnect Placement process can take up to two weeks. It is your responsibility to advise the MDP Team asap if this changes to ensure that hospital placement on ClinConnect is arranged for students.)

o Yes – please provide detailed hospital access requirements below (e.g. specific wards)


	If Student Requires Hospital/Facility access, please list all Hospitals/Facilities, specifying access requirements for each (including special departments):
	
Name of Hospital/Facility:  
o Physical access, requiring a swipe card         o  eMR access

Name of Hospital/Facility:  
o Physical access, requiring a swipe card          o eMR access



	Type of project data analysis/review(if required)
	o QUANTITATIVE
 SPSS access will be required       
                 Contact THRI-Statistics@westernsydney.edu.au for statistical support.
 
 QUALITATIVE
Students can request NVivo access through the university
.

☐ Scoping Review                ☐ Systematic Review

	Project Aim, Research Question and/or Hypothesis:
(What outcomes/deliverables will be achieved by conducting this Project?)
	




	Stakeholders/Participants/Data Sources:
(Include how they will be recruited or accessed)

	

	Methods:
(Describe project protocol and activities eg. Data analysis/synthesis/evaluation plan) 
	



	 STUDENT ROLE, DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING

	Please provide a detailed outline of the student’s role in this project:
	



	What project support will you as the Supervisor be able to provide?
(choose all that apply)
	o Project design                                o Data collection processes  
o Database access                           o Statistical / data analysis  
o Laboratory access                         o Interpretation of results 
o Academic writing for reports          o Recruitment methods and processes  
o Defining project aims and/or research questions
o Literature review for project background
o Other (please specify)


	Which Learning Modules (available in vUWS) will the student need to complete for this Project?
	o 1.1 Research Integrity (compulsory for ALL projects)                    
o 1.2 Ethical Project Design in Human Research                     
o 1.3 Ethics and Regulatory Approval for Human Research
o 1.4 Good Clinical Practice in Research        
o 2.1 Data and Document Management
o 2.2 Citation Management
o 2.3 Writing a Literature Review to Underpin Your Project
o 3. Biomedical
o 4. Service Learning
 5. Indigenous Health
o 6. Quantitative Research
o 7. Qualitative Research
o 8. Systematic Reviews
o 9. Survey Research
o 10.1 Writing and Publishing Reports and Papers

	ETHICS APPROVAL 

	Status of Ethics Approval:

Supervisors are responsible for ethics approvals.

Ethics must be in place by:
Jan 31st (TS1/2/Lismore)
Mar 31st (TS3/4)

(All projects involving humans, human tissue, animals, animal tissue will require ethics approval before students can commence active project work)
	o Ethics Approved                                 Approval Pending          
o Amendment Approved                      o Amendment Pending 

Name of Ethics Board: 
Date of Submission: 
Approval Number: 
Expiration Date of the Ethics Approval: 


o Approval will be obtained by required date 
o Unsure if ethics is required 
o Approval Not Required 
This research project does not require ethics approval because (please provide reason): 







	
APPROVAL CHECKLIST (for MDP TEAM and STREAM ADVISOR use only)

	MDP TEAM SECTION

	MDP Team Vetting by:
	

	Comments/Notes by MDP Team and/Stream Advisor:
	








	Ready for Stream Advisor Approval:
	 


	STREAM ADVISOR SECTION

	Stream Advisor Name:
	

	I have contacted the Supervisor:

	o Yes 
o No
Comments:


	I approve this Project:
	o Yes – Date: 
o No – Reason: 
Comments: 


	All necessary project information has been provided: 

	o Yes 
o No
Comments: 


	All necessary supervisor information has been provided:

	o Yes 
o No
Comments: 


	Is a SoM Co-Supervisor required:
	o No
o Yes – Name of appointed Co-Supervisor: _

Comments: 


	Ethics approval status has been confirmed
	o Yes - The number is recorded in proposal and student will be added to this approval
o Yes - Application has been or will be submitted – approval number to follow and provided to MD Project team prior to student commencing 

o Ethics approval is not required for this project

Additional comments: 
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