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UAC, PREFERENCES 
AND ADMISSION TO 
WESTERN
Q. What happens if I apply for courses 
through the University website and 
UAC?

You can apply through both UAC and 
Western, noting some courses must be 
applied for via UAC, for more information 
go to: westernsydney.edu.au/apply.

Q. If my application through UAC 
isn’t the first preference will I still be 
offered a spot if I meet the course 
requirements?

Further information will be provided 
to you on preferences and early offers 
as it becomes available from Western, 
this includes the True Reward Program. 
Noting however, Medicine is excluded 
from early offers due to the testing and 
selection process as outlined within this 
document.

Q. Western Sydney University is not 
available for selection on my UAC, what 
should I do?

Contact our Admissions team for 
assistance on 1300 897 669 as it may be 
possible to apply solely through Western 
dependant on the course.

Q. When I apply for a WSU course, do 
I have to mention I have a guaranteed 
spot? 

We have processes in place with our 
Admissions team that will ensure you are 
provided course offers to choose from, 
you do not need to specifically mention 
it, but it must be in your preferences.

Q. How does the guaranteed spot work?

As an Academy Access Award recipient 
you will receive a guaranteed course 
offer across a suite of courses, exclusions 
on some courses will apply (such as 
medicine).

Q. If I wish to defer my studies to 2022 
how do I go about this? 

If you apply to study at Western in 
2021, or receive an offer from Western 
you may apply to defer for up to 12 
months, for more information go to 
westernsydney.edu.au/defer.

Q. If I choose to defer study for 12 
months will my scholarship still be 
provided in 2022?

You will need to ensure you follow the 
formal steps to defer (as above) and 
advise us at The Academy that you 
are choosing to defer; theacademy@
westernsydney.edu.au. In addition, your 
scholarship is dependant of receiving 
a raw ATAR of 90 or above, your 
scholarship will not be available if your 
ATAR is below 90.

http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/apply
http://www.westernsydney.edu.au/defer
mailto:theacademy@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:theacademy@westernsydney.edu.au
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MEDICINE – ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS, 
TESTING AND 
INTERVIEWS
Q. What is the ATAR for medicine?

Assuming the ATAR remains intact in 
2020, the ATAR threshold for Western 
Sydney students is 93.5, students of a 
rural origin 91.5, and all other students 
95.5. This is a threshold requirement that 
you must meet, irrespective of how well 
you may do in the UCAT or interview.

Q. Are bonus points considered when 
applying for medicine?

No, they are not considered in the ATAR 
threshold for admission.

Q. Are there any pre-requisites for 
medicine?

There are no pre-requisites, but you will 
have an advantage in understanding 
medical language if you have previously 
undertaken chemistry and biology units 
in high school.

Q. What is the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander student pathway into 
medicine?

There is a designated pathway that 
involves an application directly to the 
School of Medicine and a panel interview 
to consider criteria including academic 
ability and connection to community. 

Q. Considering the current situation 
with COVID 19, is Western accepting 
early admission using Year 11 grades?

At this point in time there is no change 
to the admission process for Medicine in 
2020, there will be no early admission 
using Year 11 grades.

Q. Will there be any advantage in my 
application for medicine as an Academy 
Access student?

No, the application process is centred on 
ATAR, UCAT and the interview process.

Q. How will the interview be conducted 
for medicine? What type of questions 
might I be asked?

Each part of the application process 
is designed to gather different types 
of information. The objective of the 
interviews is to provide us with different 
information to that obtained through the 
UCAT and your ATAR.  The interviews 
are an opportunity to understand 
personal traits, skills and understanding 
around communication, teamwork, etc. 
Part of the process includes students 
moving through 8 different stations for 
8 minutes each, which is similar to the 
structure of the clinical exams you will be 
undertaking in the course. At this stage, 
we anticipate holding interviews in late 
November.

Q. If I obtain an interview, but do not 
receive an offer, can I re-apply the 
following year? 

Yes, if you are not successful in obtaining 
an offer, you can re-apply the following 
year. You will need to re-sit the UCAT 
and your performance will be considered 
against those who also apply that year.

Q. If I defer my studies, will my ATAR 
still be considered for admission?

You are unable to defer your offer for 
medicine and the UCAT must be sat in 
the year you are applying for medicine. 
Your ATAR will still be considered when 
you choose to reapply.

Q. If I apply once I have started a 
different degree will my ATAR or GPA 
be used?

If you chose to undertake an alternative 
course at Western Sydney University, 
following one year of study you will 
have generated a Grade Point Average 
(GPA), this may be considered for entry 
into Medicine if you have performed 
well. However, your GPA builds over 
the course of study and 12-months may 
not be a sufficient measure of your 
performance. If you have not studied, 
your ATAR will still be considered.
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MEDICINE – COURSE  
INFORMATION AND  
STRUCTURE
Q. How is the medical degree 
structured?

The Doctor of Medicine is 5-year 
undergraduate entry course, the first two 
years will see you on campus three days 
a week undertaking a range of activities, 
with one day a week at a clinical school 
based within hospital facilities. Year 
3 will see students dispersed across 
a range of clinical placements. Year 4 
you will spend time in teams in mental 
health, paediatrics, oncology, obstetrics 
and gynaecology, also undertaking an 
elective and scholarly project. Year 5 you 
will spend time in critical care surgery, 
general practice and time in placements 
with indigenous health organisations.

Q. Is there a specialising field or is it 
general study?

It is general study for five years, 
following graduation there will be 
progression to registration with the 
Medical Board, an internship year, 
after completing your internship, you 
will be eligible to commence training 
in a designated speciality area while 
continuing your career.

Q. What’s the difference between 
Bachelor of Medicine (offered at 
other institutions) and the Doctor of 
Medicine?

There is no difference in terms of the 
end-point of entering medicine as 
a graduate, however the Doctor of 

Medicine (MD) at Western is a level 9 E 
course which involves a higher level of 
research and analytical development in 
comparison to an alternative bachelor 
degree.

Q. How do bonded medical places 
work?

Bonded places involve you entering in 
to a contract with the Commonwealth 
Department of Health by agreeing to 
undertake work in a specific health area 
of need. For more information go to 
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/
main/publishing.nsf/Content/reformed-
bonded-programs.

Q. Is there selection criteria for the 12 
month rural area placement?

There will be an Expressions of Interest 
process initially, students of rural origin 
will also have preference. The rural area 
placements are based at Bathurst and 
Lismore.

Q. Can you provide more information on 
the mental health aspect of medicine?

Across the medical program, you will 
undertake placements in a range of 
disciplinary areas, including mental 
health. This includes placement activity 
in hospital and community based mental 
health services. 

Q. Is it possible to study a Bachelor of 
Arts with the MD program?

No, the Doctor of Medicine is not 
combined with any other degree. 

MEDICINE – 
TRANSFERRING AND 
PATHWAYS
Q. If I do not meet the entry 
requirements, is there a course of study 
which allows a transfer to medicine? 

There is no transfer pathway to 
medicine, the application to medicine 
is a stand-alone process via UCAT and 
a subsequent application and interview 
with the School of Medicine.

Q. Is it recommended to finish an 
already commenced degree before 
applying for medicine? Do my marks 
need to be at a certain level?

You do not need to finish your degree 
before applying for Medicine. As 
previously mentioned, while studying 
you will generate a GPA score which 
must meet the equivalent ATAR 
threshold.

Q. Do I sit the GAMSAT to enter 
Medicine? 

The undergraduate degree at Western 
requires the UCAT for entry testing.

Q. How much longer would it take to 
complete medicine if it is completed as 
a postgraduate degree? 

The shortest pathway is the 5-year 
undergraduate degree straight from 
school. If entering as a postgraduate 
student, you would initially complete an 
undergraduate degree which is typically 
3-years before undertaking the 4-year 
postgraduate in Medicine.

https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/reformed-bonded-programs
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/reformed-bonded-programs
https://www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/reformed-bonded-programs
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PARAMEDICINE
Q. What is the ATAR for Paramedicine?

The ATAR is currently 90 with some 
fluctuation year to year based on 
demand. Bonus points may be 
considered which can reduce the ATAR 
to 80.

Q. How competitive is the application 
process for Paramedicine? And how 
many places?

Paramedicine is a competitive field of 
study. There is no set number of places, 
limits may apply due to the availability 
of clinical placements with Ambulance 
services, mental health and disability 
services.

Q. Are there interviews for 
Paramedicine?

No, there is currently no interview 
process due to the high volume of 
applications, applications are assessed 
on ATARs.

Q. Are there options for electives in 
Paramedicine?

No, it is a three-year degree and the 
content is designed to fit this term 
without room for elective study.

Q. What are embedded honours in 
Health Sciences?

Embedded Honours are only available 
to selected students in their final 
Undergraduate degree in Podiatry, 
Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy 
or Speech Pathology. Based on high 
performing results, students will be 
invited to study Honours level in their 
final (fourth) year.

MEDICAL SCIENCE
Q. What is the ATAR for Medical 
Science?

At this point in time we are guided by 
the 2019 ATARs; Medical Science is 76, 
Medical Science (Advanced) is 95.

Q. Are there any pre-requisites or 
assumed knowledge for medical 
science?

As per the University’s Handbook 
assumed knowledge should occur 
in two-unit science (any science) 
and two-unit mathematics at year 12 
equivalent, students should also have 
at least two-unit English (which is 
compulsory in the HSC).

Q. Are there any specific requirements 
for the Bachelor of Medical Science 
(Forensic Mortuary Practice)? 

There are regulatory steps to take 
such as specific vaccinations and 
documentation requirements.

Q. What electives are available and are 
there any suggested combinations?

A new degree structured has just 
been introduced, 8 electives are your 
choice, you may choose a specialist 
area or an elective in other fields 
such as mathematics. The choice of 
electives is broad across the university. 
You can contact an Academic Course 
Advisor or Director of Academic 
Program for advice; Dr Graham Jones 
can be reached at: graham.jones@
westernsydney.edu.au

Q. What are the job prospects for 
medical science? Is it a field with lots of 
demand?

Unlike Medicine or Paramedicine, 
Medical Science is not limited to a 
defined career, there are many career 
opportunities. The current virus 
pandemic shows the need for medical 
science expertise in diagnostics, 
research, and government policy. Many 
graduates have jobs in pathology and 
diagnostic areas, but there are many 
roles across diverse fields. A Medical 
Science degree is also a pre-requisite 
for postgraduate study in areas such as 
Pharmacy and Genetic Counselling.

Q. What does Western Sydney offer for 
medical science that others universities 
don’t?

Our degree structure offers a whole 
body approach that teaches an 
understanding of human health from 
the perspective of anatomy, physiology 
down to the level of cell form and 
function metabolism and DNA – a top to 
bottom approach.

Q. Is there an honours course for 
medical science?

Not at present, there is a 2-year 
Postgraduate Master of Research which 
is a pathway to PhD and research, 
providing a much more comprehensive 
training than the previous Honours 
program. 

http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/COURSE_SEARCH.ASPX
mailto:graham.jones@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:graham.jones@westernsydney.edu.au
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DIRECTION PROVIDED ON FIELDS OF STUDY
Bachelor of Medical Science

Neuroscience – Currently a research 
focus at Western across several 
schools including Science, Medicine 
and Health Science, The Anatomy and 
Physiology major in Medical Science 
does contain teaching in Neuroscience 
and Neuroanatomy to prepare you for 
this field of research.

Pharmacy – Although not offered at 
Western, we can provide the required 
units to qualify for a Postgraduate 
degree in Pharmacy for further study 
at another institution.

Bioinformatics – This can be derived 
from studies in Data Science and the 
Biomedical Science major. Several 
units in the Biomedical Science major 
would provide teaching aligned with 
bioinformatics.

Doctor of Medicine

Neurology – Medicine degree, 
followed by an internship, then 
undertaking a training program while 
working as a training neurologist.

Radiation Oncology – Medicine 
degree, followed by an internship, 
then undertaking a training program 
while working as a training oncologist.

Medicine and Medical Science 
pathways

Radiography and Genetic 
Counselling – Medical science will 
provide a great foundation if you are 
choosing these postgraduate areas 
of study, medicine can also provide 
pathways to for those students 
wanting to specialise in imaging.

CONTACT DETAILS
The Academy  
theacademy@westernsydney.edu.au

Western Admissions  
1300 897 669  
study@westernsydney.edu.au

Medicine 
Dr Fiona Pacey 
School Manager, School of Medicine 
f.pacey@westernsydney.edu.au

Medical Science 
Dr Graham Jones  
Director of Academic Program (DAP) 
graham.jones@westernsydney.edu.au

Paramedicine 
Dr Liz Thyer 
Director of Academic Program (DAP) 
paramedicine@westernsydney.edu.au

Western Sydney University handbook 
 – Course search and information 
http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/
hbook/COURSE_SEARCH.ASPX

mailto:theacademy@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:study@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:f.pacey@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:graham.jones@westernsydney.edu.au
mailto:paramedicine@westenrsydney.edu.au
http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/COURSE_SEARCH.ASPX
http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/COURSE_SEARCH.ASPX

