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Sevendeadly
questions: Uncle Greg
of Western’s Elders
Advisory Committee

Please tell us about yourself.

My name is Greg Simms (most people
know me as Uncle Greg). | have lived
in Western Sydney since 1984. |
suppose you could call me an activist
for reconciliation, | am an artist and
traditional woodcarver, a storyteller
and an educator of Aboriginal culture
to the community of Greater Western
Sydney.

Who is your mob, and where are
you from?

My Mob is Gadigal in Sydney; we
are the Whale people of the Darug
nation, on my Mum'’s side we are the
Yuin, Beach Pluver People on the
South Coast. We also have links to
the Gundungurra, Water Dragon and
Lizard people of the Blue Mountains.

| grew up in La Perouse, on the
Aboriginal reserve on the eastern
shores of Botany Bay, | was the
youngest of a big family, my parents,
brother and sisters, Uncle and Aunts,
Grandfather and lots of cousins.

What does it mean to be an Elder?

To be an Elder you have to do lots of
work in the community, | visit schools
and organisations to teach people
about our culture and mentor them
to become better people. No matter
how educated you are, if you learn a
little bit about us, then you will bene t
from that. Teaching is never going to
become a one-way street; it always
been two ways.

Who inspires you?

The old people, my Dad and Uncles,
they have taught us, they talk about

a lot of things, people, animals and
conservation and how they connect
with us, they teach us how to respect.
If you've got no respect, then nothing
is good for you. If you learn to respect,
then you are a good ambassador.

Why have you joined the Elder’s
Advisory Committee of Western
Sydney University?

| am one of the Elders on The
Western Sydney University Advisory
Committee along with seven other
Elders. The beauty of it is we all come
from di erent tribal backgrounds,

di erent tribal languageareas.We are
consulted when it comes to strategies
and projects that are put in place for
our students and sta .

We make sure our students are looked
after, that there is no racism, we don’t
want any racism at the university.
Because black or white, we all belong
to the one culture We don't just see
people from our circle, you are part of
us too you know, part of our heritage
and culture, we're all one mob.

What are your hopes for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people in
years to come?

I hope we will be a lot stronger; | hope
to continue my work in the community
to share our culture and history to
bring people together as one.

Do you have any advice for the
next generation of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people who
are striving to make change in
community?

Be proud of who you are and where
you come from, tell your stories, love
your mob and most of all respect
everybody for who they are.
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Seven deadly
questions: Introducing
Phillip Nixon

Who are you?

My name is Phillip Nixon, | am a proud
Gadigal man from the Eora nation. | have
lived on Darug land my whole life.

What community and cultural events
have you been involved in lately?

Recently | have been involved in the
NSW Uluru Statement Youth Dialogue.
This network aims to inform Indigenous
and non-Indigenous people about

the reasons underpinning the Uluru
Statement from the Heart and the crucial
role that a constitutionally enshrined
Voice to parliament will have in
addressing issues facing our Indigenous
communities across Australia. Pre-
COVID-19 | was also involved in AIME

as a mentor. At the end of 2019 |

was involved in CareerTrackers and
completed an internship at Dentons.
Following from this, at the start of

2020 | completed a 3-week Indigenous
Clerkship with the NSW Bar Association
which led to my current employment.

What is your current position and why
are you passionate about what you are
currently doing?

| currently work as a Deputy Associate
to a Judge of the Federal Circuit and
Family Court of Australia. In this role |
am able to witness the entirety of the
legal process and engage critically with
pressing legal issues in a variety of areas,
particularly Intellectual Property. | love
that | have the opportunity to learn and
develop skills which | will be able to use
to help my community.

Phillip Nixon

What degree did you study at Western
Sydney University?

| studied a Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of
Laws.

What has your experience at Western
given you that is unique compared to
graduates from other universities?

My experience at Western has given
me the ability to work with people from
diverse cultures and who hold different
beliefs and opinions. This is important
as my current role, as well as any future
roles | have will require me to be able
to communicate effectively with people
of all backgrounds. Badanami provided
tremendous support throughout my
studies, and encouraged me to take
any opportunity that was available.

| was incredibly fortunate to receive
the Gilbert & Tobin Indigenous Law
Scholarship. This provided me with the
opportunity to focus on my studies and
removed some of the financial burden
that comes with studying.

Who is your role model and why do
they inspire you?

My parents are my role models. Cliché

| know, but my parents have always
worked so hard to give me and my
brothers everything we could need or
want. They have both been so supportive
of me at uni and are incredibly hard
working, generous and kind. | hope that |
can live up to the example that they have
given me.

What would be your top 5 tips towards
success for Indigenous graduates from
Western Sydney University?

1. Apply for every opportunity and go
for it. It doesn’t matter if you think
you will or won’t get whatever it is you
apply for! The worst that can happen
is that you don’t get to do something.
The best that can happen is that you
get an amazing experience and meet
amazing people. Just go for it.

2. Network. Getting to know people can
lead to amazing opportunities, and
you never know when it may come
in handy, or when you may run into
someone you know.

3. Getinvolved in the community. You'll
get so much fulfilment from it, and
you will get to meet amazing people
you otherwise would not have had the
opportunity to meet.

4. Do what’s best for you. If and when
an opportunity comes your way, don’t
feel as if you can’t take it because the
timing isn’t right, or you have a sense
of loyalty to someone/something
else. Loyalty is great, but not when it
stands in the way of your growth. So
do what is best for you!

5. Be proud of your heritage.



Congratulations to our
Indigenous graduates

Western Sydney University is
committed to empowering and
supporting Indigenous students’ study
and graduate from degrees of their
choice. Currently, Western Sydney
University has over 1,401 Indigenous
alumni who have graduated from

a variety of degrees across the
University’s range of Schools.

Graduation is an incredibly important
milestone as it celebrates all the hard
work and time put into achieving a
degree, marking the formal end of
tertiary study and the beginning of a
new career.

Our staff are looking forward to
celebrating your graduation with you
and your closest.

In December 2021, 35 deadly students
graduated including 1 Graduate
Certificate, 4 Diplomas, 1 Graduate
Diploma, 1 Undergraduate Certificates,
24 Bachelor Degrees, and 4 Master
Degrees. Congratulations to the
following students, we are so proud of
each of you and wish you the best of
luck in your future endeavours.

Anika Catherine Edwards - Master of
Teaching (Primary)

Anthony Clark - Bachelor of Science

Ashley Barter - Diploma in Health
Science

Benjamin Lewis - Bachelor of Social
Science

Cameron Robert James Bartlett -
Bachelor of Psychological Studies
(Honours)

Cheyane Hancock - Bachelor of Health
Science (Paramedicine)

Clarinda Leanne Martin - Master of
Nursing

Dana Williams - Bachelor of Nursing

Daphne Kay Elizabeth Butler -
Bachelor of Social Work

Edward Turner - Bachelor of
Information and Communications
Technology

Jaime Howard - Bachelor of Social
Science (Psychology)

Jasmine Cheri Kubecka - Bachelor of
Health Science (Paramedicine)

Jazmine Paige Glover - Bachelor of
Design (Visual Communication)

Jemma Maree Farley - Bachelor of Arts
(Pathway to Teaching Primary)

Jessie James John Gentle Aslett -
Diploma in Engineering

Kacey Ellen Witt - Bachelor of Social
Science

Kacie Jay Wilson - Bachelor of Natural
Science (Animal Science)

Kathleen Dawn Brown - Bachelor of
Social Work

Katrina Maree Bunyan - Bachelor of
Nursing

Kayla Victoria Sale - Bachelor of
Podiatric Medicine

Kayla Emily Towle - Bachelor of
Educational Studies (Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Education)

Lauren Dahl - Master of Teaching
(Secondary)

Matilda Rose Harry - Master of
Teaching (Primary)

Naomi-Jane Christina Monfrooy
- Undergraduate Certificate in
Counselling and Mental Health

Natasha Heal - Diploma in Science
(exit only)

Nathan Spencer - Bachelor of Arts
(Pathway to Teaching Secondary)

Paul Thomas Joseph Pearson -
Graduate Diploma in Mental Health
Nursing

Ryan John Lowes - Bachelor of
Engineering

Sarah Megan Hatton - Bachelor of
Nursing

Scott Bradbery - Diploma in
Communication (exit only)

Stevie-Lee Sutherland - Bachelor of
Education (Primary) Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Education

Tarni Jane Bene - Bachelor of
Education (Primary) Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Education

Tayla Maree Castles - Bachelor of
Social Science

Tiana Rodwell - Bachelor of Business

Wayne Peter Forbes - Graduate
Certificate in Education (STEM)

The Yarning Circle | Western Sydney University | Summer 2021




‘ a

The Yarning Circle | Western Sydney University | Summer 2021

CELEBRATING
RECENT INDIGENOUS
RESEARCH AT
WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

Western Sydney University is very
proud of our Indigenous academics
and higher degree research students.
Please read about some of their
outstanding research that was
completed this year.

Corrinne T. Sullivan. (2021). ‘People
Pay Me for Sex’: Contemporary
Lived Experiences of Indigenous
Australian Sex Workers. Journal

of Intercultural Studies. DOI:
10.1080/07256868.2022.1997956

Rhonda Povey, Michelle Trudgett,
Susan Page, & Stacey Kim Coates.
(2021). On the Front Foot: Indigenous
Leadership in New Zealand Higher
Education. Higher Education Research
& Development. DOI:10.1080/072943
60.2021.1969542.

Michelle Lee Locke, Michelle
Trudgett, & Susan Page. (20217).
Indigenous early career researchers:
Creating pearls in the academy. The
Australian Educational Researcher.
DOI:10.1007/513384-021-00485-1

Paul Saunders, & Aunty Kerrie Doyle.
(2021). Gambling Interventions

in Indigenous Communities,

from Theory to Practice: A Rapid
Qualitative Review of the Literature.
Journal of Gambling Studies, 1-36.
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Yindamarra Van - Western Sydney University would like to congratulate Dr Scott Avery, Senior Lecturer
in the School of Social Sciences, and his community partner First People Disability Network on decking
out their community van with the cover from Dr Avery’s book ‘Culture is Inclusion’.

WESTERNSYDNEY.EDU.AU

Badanami team
supports Western’s
Indigenous students’
success

After a second round of lockdown and
just under four months of working
remotely, it’s extremely exciting to
confirm that the Badanami Centres for
Indigenous Education opened their
doors on Monday 25 October 2021.

It is rewarding for Badanami staff to
be back on campus just in time to
support our students for the business
end of semester. Over the lockdown
period Badanami reverted to their
online support model, with staff
logging just over 1500 personalised
and individual interactions with
students, 46% of these interactions
were phone conversations. Badanami
staff kept in touch with students via
phone calls, personalised emails and
weekly zoom sessions which gave
students the best chance to get the
support they needed through a tough
period. Students were also sent a
care package. These packages were
very popular, and served as another
reminder of that we were thinking of
our Indigenous students’ throughout
the second wave of the pandemic.




