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Western Sydney University’s Doctor Scott Avery’s text ‘Culture is Inclusion: A narrative of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people with disability’

CELEBRATING

RECENT INDIGENOUS

RESEARCH AT
WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

Western Sydney University is very proud
of our Indigenous academics and higher
degree research students. Please read
about some of their outstanding research
that was completed earlier this year.
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Competence and the Higher Education
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from: https://injuryprevention.bmij.
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Top row, from left: Shirley Gilbert, Professor Michelle Trudgett (Pro-Vice Chancellor Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education, Strategy and Consultation), Michelle
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Locke and Dimity Cocker. Second row, from left: Cris Carriage, Stacey Kim Coates, Robyn Oxley and Paul Saunders. Third row, from left: Corrinne Sullivan (Associate Dean
of Social Sciences), Dr Scott Avery and Professor Aunty Kerrie Doyle (Associate Dean of Medicine).

Western Sydney
University’s
Indigenous Research
Network is established

On the 10th June Western Sydney
University’s inaugural Indigenous
Research Network meeting was held.
The establishment of this network was
a key component of Western Sydney
University’s Indigenous Strategy as it
aims to provide additional support to
Indigenous Higher Degree Research
(HDR) students and Indigenous
academics. The group also provides an
opportunity for academics and students
to connect with other Indigenous
researchers from a vast range of research
fields in a culturally safe space.

The networks membership is growing
considerably, and discussions have
already taken place about promoting
Indigenous knowledge systems and
research methodologies, and planning

is underway in regard to an event which
will be run throughout Research Week in
October.

Stacey Kim Coates, a proud Wiradjuri
HDR student and an inaugural member
of the Indigenous Research network,
said the recent establishment of the
Indigenous Research Network is
significant as it demonstrates a strong
commitment to prioritising Indigenous
research.

“Indigenous research is important as

it ensures our educational sovereignty
and self-determination of Indigenous
Australians. On a personal level,

the Network provides support and
encouragement to Indigenous
researchers, while promoting Indigenous
cultural perspectives,” said Ms Coates.

Shirley Gilbert is also a proud
Gunditjmara woman and HDR student

in the School of Education. She said the
establishment of the Indigenous Research
Network has been a great space for a
small but dedicated group of Indigenous
researchers at various stages of their
careers to have a professional yarn about
their work.

“The group has a fabulous mix of Staff
and HDR students as part of the circle
and is led through the PVC Indigenous
Professor Michelle Trudgett. As a HDR
student ( F/T Academic) who is post data
collection and writing madly this group
gave me a much needed motivation and
cultural boost. This space allows for a
special kind of yarn about our research,
the academy and publishing challenges
we all face within the Higher Education
sector. The network also allows for
designated writing time, cultural

safety and support to improve writing/
publication opportunities as well as a
mentoring focus on Indigenous writing
and research success,” said Ms Gilbert.

Western Sydney University is incredibly
proud of the research conducted by

our Indigenous academics and higher
degree research students. We cannot
wait to hear about all that comes from
this group and we look forward to
reading your research papers. To learn
about developing your own Indigenous
Standpoint voice in your writing and learn
more about publishing in the journals our
communities engage with please email:
pvcevents@westernsydney.edu.au
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Do you know anyone looking
to commence study at Western
Sydney University in 2021?

Western Sydney University’s Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Pathway Program provides an alternative
pathway into Western’s undergraduate degree programs.
Whether you’re working, unemployed, studying at TAFE
or coming straight from High School, this program is a
pathway into Western which does not require an ATAR.

We accept applications throughout the year with
assessment workshops scheduled in June and November.
The current assessment dates at Penrith Campus are:

» Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18" of November 2020
(for 2021 commencement)

For more information about Western Sydney University’s
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Pathway Program
please visit https:/www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/
study/application-pathways/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-
islander-pathway-program.html, the how to apply page
or call 1300 897 669.
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