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Western Sydney
University congratulates
Dr Anjilkurri Rhonda
Radley and Dr Karen
Moses on recently
graduating with Doctors
of Philosophy

In June Dr Anjilkurri Rhonda Radley
graduated with a Doctor of Philosophy
(MARCS Institute for Brain, Behaviour
and Development) and Dr Karen Moses
graduated with a Doctor of Philosophy
(School of Psychology). This is a huge
achievement for both scholars, and the
University more broadly to have two
Indigenous students graduate with their
PhD in one ceremony.

Dr Anjilkurri Rhonda Radley is proud
Birrbay-Dhanggati woman from the
mid-north coast of New South Wales
and walks with her saltwater, freshwater
ancestors. Dr Radley recently nished
her PhD in the eld of language and
education in the MARCS Institute for
Brain, Behaviour & Development,

and holds a Bachelor of Teaching,
Graduate Diploma in Adult Community
Education and a Master in Indigenous
Language Education. She is an active
Elder supporting the revival of culture
through language and practices in her
local communities. Her passion is to
revive Gathang language. She advocates
for Aboriginal languages to be learnt,
spoken, taught and integrated into
every-day life.

Dr Radley’s thesis is entitled ‘Usefulness
of Gesture as Teaching Modality to
learn the Gathang Language’. The
purpose of the research was to explore
the usefulness of gesture as a teaching
modality to help preschoolers to learn
Gathang Language. In her project, she
adopted an experimental approach to
evaluate whether preschoolers learn
Gathang nominals and interrogatives
better with gesture alongside verbal
and pictorial instruction, than without.
Her research ndings have signi cant
impact with the potential to increase
our understanding of how gesture can
play a major role in the acquisition and
retention of a second language and
inform the design and development of
teaching resources for the revitalised
Gathang language.

Dr Anjilkurri Rhonda Radley.
Photography: Red Room Poetry.

Dr Anjilkurri Rhonda Radley said the PhD
journey o ered her the opportunity to
speak her truth and research an area of
language teaching that she is passionate
about, matjarr djuyal ‘hand talk’.

“Marrungbu djukal ‘a big thank you’ goes
out to my supervisors, Professor Caroline

Dr Karen Moses.

responsible for overseeing the training and
supervision of Clinical Psychology trainees
on placement who o er psychometric
testing; and assessment and treatment

of children, adolescents and adults
presenting with a range of symptoms.

Dr Moses'’ thesis is entitled ‘The

Jones, Dr Mark Richards, Dr Jose Hanhamassessment and exposure-based

and Dr Tess Ryan, for the support and
guidance through res, oods, COVID
shutdowns and the death of my mother.
Words of thank you are not enough to
express my deep appreciation of the

time, commitment and e ort my principal
supervisor, Professor Caroline Jones, has
given me. | am also appreciative of the
nancial and resource assistance received
from Western Sydney University, The
MARCS Institute for Brain, Behaviour

and Development and the ARC Centre of
Excellence for the Dynamics of Language.
It truly takes a mob/family/community to
raise a leader. As we rise up to advocate
change, we lift up others. | acknowledge

| have stood on the shoulders of my
ancestors and Indigenous researchers
that have shone the light on Aboriginal
knowledges and ways of being and
doing,” said Dr Radley.

Dr Karen Moses is a proud Aboriginal
Australian living on Darug Country. Dr
Moses is a clinical psychologist, a Senior
Lecturer in Clinical Psychology and the
Head of Clinical Services for the School
of Psychology at Western. Dr Moses has
research and practice expertise in anxiety
and related disorders, evidence-based
assessment, exposure-based therapy,
tele-health and training and supervision
of clinical psychology interns. She is

treatment of anxiety and related
disorders: Use and barriers to use’.

Dr Moses’ research found that most
clinicians in Australia report partial use
of evidence-based assessment, higher
use of exposure therapy, but only partial
use of disorder speci c exposure therapy
techniques. Importantly, barriers to use
of a comprehensive assessment and
disorder speci ¢ exposure techniques
were identi ed that can be used by
researchers and training providers to
improve training practice and, in turn,
access to evidence-based assessments
and treatments in Australia.

Dr Karen Moses was thrilled to graduate.

“I would like to acknowledge and thank

my supervisors, Professor Tanya Meade
and Professor Craig Gonsalvez. Tanya has
been an incredible mentor, generously
giving me the time, support and patience

| have needed to complete this research. |
am thankful to Craig for encouraging me

to pursue this dream, and for his support
and guidance,” said Dr Moses.

To learn more about higher degree
research opportunities, please follow:
www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/
study/how-to-apply/higher-degree-
research-candidates




CELEBRATING
INDIGENOUS
RESEARCH AT
WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

Western Sydney University is very proud
of their Indigenous academics and
higher degree research students. Please
read about some of their outstanding
research that was completed this year.

A.M. Kanngieser, Filipa Soares, June
Rubis, Corrinne T Sullivan, Marnie
Graham, Miriam Williams, Joseph

Palis, Lauren Tynan, Lara Daley, Fabri
Blacklock, Beth Greenhough, Sandie
Suchet-Pearson, Sarah Wright, Kate
Lloyd & Uncle Bud Marshall. (2024).
Listening to place, practising relationality:
Embodying six emergent protocols for
collaborative relational geographies.

Emotion, Space and Society, 50, 101000.

Bradley Burns, Rebekah Grace, Gabrielle
Drake, & Scott Avery. (2024). What are
Aboriginal children and young people in
out-of-home care telling us? A review of
the child voice literature to understanding
perspectives and experiences of the
statutory care system. Children &

Society, 00, 1-26. https://doi.org/10.1111
chs0.12880

Corrinne T Sullivan & Jessica McLean.
(2024). Contesting Digital Colonial Power:
Indigenous Australian Sovereignty and
Self-Determination in Digital Worlds. In
The Routledge Handbook of Ecomedia
Studies (pp. 212-219). Routledge.
Corrinne T Sullivan. (2024). Introduction:
‘What Matters: Indigenous LGBTIQ+
Pasts, Presents & Futures’. Journal of
Global Indigeneity, 7(2), 1-7.

Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, Susan

Page & Michelle Trudgett. (2024).

Research Spotlight: Dr Sarah Kennedy

Dr Sarah Kennedy is a Wiradjuri scholar,
born on Awabakal lands, raised on her
home Wiradjuri Country. She now lives

on Wangal Country and works on Darug
lands. She grew up on Country, playing
sport and being active - a privilege not

all kids have in our progressively inactive
society. Despite the benefit to our physical
and psychological health when we are
physically active - only around a quarter
of Australians do enough. This includes
the aerobic kind, but also muscle-
strengthening activity. In her teenage
years, Dr Kennedy was introduced to
resistance training and realised the benefit
of this type of movement to her overall
health and sports performance.

Dr Kennedy’s research journey began

in 2012 as a work experience student at
the University of Newcastle during the
final year of her undergraduate studies

in Exercise and Sports Science. This was
her first insight into the world of school-
based physical activity promotion and
research. Seeing firsthand the impact of
enhanced physical education and physical
activity opportunities for the students, Dr
Kennedy decided to continue her studies
and become a primary teacher as well as
complete her Masters in Exercise Science
majoring in Strength and Conditioning.

It would be this combined skill set, as an
educator and strength training specialist,
that would go on to provide the backbone

for her research endeavours into the
future. Her PhD project, Resistance
Training for Teens (RT for Teens) was

a world-first school-based resistance
training program delivered at-scale.
Developed in partnership with the NSW
Department of Education, RT for Teens
has now impacted approximately 10,000
students across NSW. For her work on this
project, she was awarded her PhD in 2021.
Findings from Dr Kennedy’s PhD thesis
are now being utilised to guide a funded
NHMRC Partnership Project, evaluating
updated versions of RT for Teens, in
partnership with the NSW Department
of Education (DoE) and NSW Ministry of
Health. This body of work now position’s
Dr Kennedy as an emerging leader in

the field of youth resistance training,
physical activity promotion and scale-up.
Her current research is focused on the
design, delivery, scale-up, and evaluation
of school, community, and sport-based
physical activity interventions for youth.

Dr Kennedy has presented on the
importance of resistance training for
youth at international (International
Society of Behavioural Nutrition and
Physical Activity, US Annual Conference
on the Science of Dissemination and
Implementation, Asia Pacific Society for
Physical Activity) and national (Sports
Medicine Australia) conferences, as well
as invited to talks for Western Sydney

Shaming the silences: Indigenous
Graduate Attributes and the privileging
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
voices. In M. Vass & M. Hogarth (Eds),
Critical Studies and the International
Field of Indigenous Education Research.
Routledge, London.

Katrina Thorpe, Shaun Bell & Susan
Page. (2024). Indigenous-led learning
design: Reimagining the teaching team.
Designing Learning Experiences for
Inclusivity and Diversity: Advice for
Learning Designers.

Lucy Nicholas, Corrinne T Sullivan &
Sarah Callahan. (2024). ‘An abundance
of cakes’: Assigned female at birth queer
joy and queer ethics across generations.
Sexualities, 13634607241245945.

Madi Day & Corrinne T Sullivan. (2024).
Indigenous peoples, digital leisure,

and popular culture. AlterNative: An
International Journal of Indigenous
Peoples, 11771801241256115.

Moving and the NSW Health Kids Rehab
team. She has published 27 papersin
leading scientific journals, with six as lead
author. Notably, Dr Kennedy was invited
to lead the chapter on ‘Implementation
and Scale-Up of School-Based Physical
Activity Interventions’ in the Routledge
Handbook of Youth Physical Activity. She
was also recently invited to lead a new
chapter in the upcoming third edition

of Strength and Conditioning for Young
Athletes: Science and Application, titled
‘Integrating strength and conditioning in
schools’. Over her career, Dr Kennedy has
been awarded almost $1,000,000 as a
Chief Investigator. She has also been the
recipient of the School of Health Sciences
Research Excellence (2021) and Research
Impact (2022) awards, as well as the
published feature in the Future Makers
Gender Equity Issue (2023).

§ |
Dr Sarah Kennedy.
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The Indigenous Research
Network engaged in
Western’s 2024 Annual
Indigenous Writing Workshop

On the 17t and 18t of July Western
Sydney University hosted the 2024
Annual Indigenous Writing Workshop.
Indigenous academics and higher degree
research students engaged in two days of
writing workshops, inspiration sessions,
methodological discussions, and free
writing sessions. The writing workshops
were a great networking opportunity

for the Indigenous Research Network
and were very productive with many
working on their theses, journal articles
and book chapters. Several members of

Members of the Indigenous Research Network at Western’s 2024 Indigenous Writing Workshops.

Western congratulates

Dr Georgia Durmush on
being awarded as a Chief
Investigator on a successful
Australian Research Council
Linkage grant

Dr Georgia Durmush is a proud Wailwan
and Gomeroi woman and Senior
Lecturer in the School of Social Sciences.
Western Sydney University would like

to congratulate her on being awarded

as a Chief Investigator on a successful
Australian Research Council Linkage
grant that was announced recently.

The project Dr Durmush will be working
on is entitled ‘Game-Changers: Enablers

the Indigenous Research Network also
had the opportunity to walk on Country
at Garguree (the Gully in Katoomba) with
Uncle David King, a highly respected
Gundungurra Elder.

Professor Michelle Trudgett, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor and Vice-President,
Indigenous Leadership, really enjoyed the
annual Indigenous Writing Workshops.

“I was exceptionally proud of the critical
conversations that arose from Professor
Bodkin-Andrews’ presentations, where
both staff and higher degree research
students freely shared their thoughts
on Indigenous protocols and ethics.
The workshops were well-planned and
facilitated to allow time for knowledge

sharing, intensive writing and celebrations

of Indigenous University Students’
Success’ and aims to identify game-
changers that enable Indigenous
students to complete University
capitalising upon research advances and
a powerful synergy of Indigenous and
empirical methods. The project looks to
generate new knowledge about enablers
of University completion, leveraging
research-derived interventions, and
Indigenous voice and agency.

Dr Georgia Durmush said she is excited
to be working on the project.

“The research project centres the
voices and experiences of Indigenous
University students. The outcome of
this project will hopefully inform future
educational change and inform policies

WESTERNSYDNEY.EDU.AU

of the New South Wales State of Origin
Blues win. | would like to thank Professor
Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, Western’s
Director of Indigenous Research, and
Monique Tait-Owens, Senior Administrative
Officer, for organising and facilitating the
event,” said Professor Trudgett.

Professor Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews,
Western Sydney University’s Director

of Indigenous Research, said it was an
inspirational two days seeing the mob work
so hard together.

“It’s always an honour to walk and work on
sacred Gundungurra and Darug Country.
The crisp, fresh air, the inspiring views, and
Dr Locke’s thoughtful Welcome to Country
that taught of the deep strengths in shared
places was a perfect start to the workshop.
And to finish with Palawa scholar Lindsay
McCabe’s amazing scholarly piece that
won the Indigenist Writer’s award for
weaving a critical Indigenous standpoint
over the systemic white pathologies that
protect the State from accountability over
Aboriginal deaths - well that certainly got
our intellectual fires burning even brighter,”
said Professor Bodkin-Andrews.

To learn more about higher degree
research opportunities please follow
www.westernsydney.edu.au/future
study/courses/research

Dr Georgia Durmush. Photography: Australian
Catholic University.

and practices to implement Indigenous
student-centred strategies and solutions
resulting in more Indigenous graduates
and leaders,” said Dr Durmush.




