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Meet the Badanami Team
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The Badanami Centre for Indigenous
Education provides Western Sydney
University Indigenous students with
support and opportunities to ensure their
success throughout the course of their
degree. There are seven centres across
Western Sydney University’s campuses
including Bankstown City, Campbelltown,
Liverpool, Kingswood, Hawkesbury,
Parramatta South and Parramatta City.
The centres offer study areas, computers
labs, printing, kitchen and lounge facilities
while studying.

At each centre you will find a Badanami
Student Success Officer who is there to
assist you in any aspect to support your
university experience. Badanami staff
provide culturally safe support to all
Indigenous students and can help them
become familiar with the wide range of
support services available across Western,
including free 1on 1tutoring for eligible
students via Badanami’s Tutoring for
Success Program.

Josh Mason

Josh is the Director of the Badanami
Centre for Indigenous Education. He is

a Wiradjuri man and resides on the land
of the Darug people. Josh started at
Western in 2010 and has worked across
in Indigenous education for two decades
spanning from Indigenous non-for-profit
organisations to peak advisory bodies

at state and commonwealth levels. Josh
considers himself extremely fortunate

to be working within a University and
with fellow colleagues that share his
passion for Indigenous success and who
are deeply committed to ensuring our
University is an institution of choice for
Indigenous students, staff and his broader
community.

Aunty Jean South

Aunty Jean South is Western Sydney
University’s Elder in Residence and was
appointed in this role in 2007. Aunt is
Badanami’s longest standing Aboriginal
staff member and has a long history with
Western. Aunty Jean plays an important
role by motivating, supporting, and
engaging with current and prospective
students, and local communities and
organisations to enhance the University’s
commitment to further education for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people. Aunt supports and helps students
to continue to be in touch with their
culture during their journey as a student
here at the University.

Janyne Chenhall

Janyne is the Badanami Student Success
Officer based at Kingswood Campus
(Building N) and is a proud Brabralung
woman from the Gunaikurnai people

in East Gippsland, Victoria. Janyne has
over 24 years’ experience as a Registered
Nurse and Mental Health Nurse. Before
starting at Badanami, Janyne worked as
an academic within the School of Nursing
and Midwifery here at Western Sydney
University. During this time Janyne also
tutored Indigenous student through
Badanami’s Tutoring for Success Program
(TES). She is very passionate about
teaching our next generation of nurses the
importance of looking after Indigenous
people with cultural awareness, respect
and sensitivity. In her role at Badanami,
Janyne is giving back by sharing her skills
and knowledge so Indigenous students
can gain more confidence in the clinical
area to become brilliant nurses and
midwives so they can then inspire others.

Luke Warren

Luke is the Badanami Student Success
Officer based at Hawkesbury Campus
(Building K4 - Stable Square) and a
proud Wailwan man living and working
on Darug Country. Luke believes in the
transformative power of education and
wants to support our Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander students as they
work hard to realise their potential. Luke
has a background as a primary school
teacher before retraining and working as
an academic librarian for Western Sydney
University. Luke switched careers to work
as a Badanami Student Success Officer
with the Badanami Centre for Indigenous
Education so he could connect with mob
on campus and positively contribute to
our University’s Indigenous community.

Kristy Bell

Kristy is the Badanami Student Success
Officer based at Campbelltown Campus
(Building 3) and is a proud Wiradjuri
woman born in Dubbo, now living in the
Camden area. She has been working at
Western for over 10 years and moved
over from the Engagement Team into the
student support role in Badanami. Kristy
takes pride in her role and supporting our
mob to achieve their educational goals for
their future and loves being able to build
strong relationships with students and our
Western community.

Adrian Atkins

Adrian is the Badanami Student Success
Officer at Bankstown Campus (Level

3) and is a proud Gorrie man from the
Anaiwan nation. He is also connected

to the Thungutti and Kamilaroi mobs.
Before commencing in his role with
Western, he spent 12 months working as
a Reunification Caseworker with Link-Up
NSW. He previously worked at the Mana
Yura Student Support Team and in the
School of Philosophical and Historical
Inquiry at the University of Sydney.

Georgina West

Georgina is the Badanami Student
Success Officer at Liverpool Campus
(Level 1) and is a proud Kamilaroi woman,
who has spent a lot of her early career
working with vulnerable people. She

has had the privilege of working within
the community services and disability
industries and has a passion for Aboriginal
people and community. Georgina strives
to change the narrative for Indigenous
Australians and enjoys supporting and
advocating for people and their future.

Matthew Taylor

Matthew is the Badanami Student Success
Officer at Parramatta South Campus
(Building EY) and is a proud Kamilaroi
man born and raised on Kamilaroi country
in Tamworth, rural New South Wales. Matt
has been living on Gadigal and Darug land
for the past 8 years whilst completing

his Science degree at UNSW. Prior to
joining Western Sydney University, he was
heavily involved with various Indigenous
higher education outreach opportunities,
particularly in STEM, to explore his
passion for opening opportunities for the
next generation of Indigenous students.
Matt is passionate about supporting

and advocating for Indigenous students
throughout Western Sydney University.

Mitchell Regan

Mitchell is a Wiradjuri man who joined

the Badanami team earlier this year as a
Business Administration Trainee. Mitchell
has previously completed a Bachelor of
Design Studies here at Western Sydney
University, learning about graphic design,
web design and data visualisation. Mitchell
has become a big part of the team and is
continually positively contributing to the
work Badanami does. During his time in
Badanami, Mitchell has been working on
creating new promotional material as well
giving exceptional support to the Tutoring
for Success Program (TFS).

The Badanami team would like to take
this opportunity to invite you to visit their
centres across campuses.

If you would like to find out more
information about the programs and
services offered by Western Sydney
University’s Badanami Centre, please
contact the team at Badanami@
westernsydney.edu.au. For regular
updates and stories about Indigenous
success at Western Sydney University,
please join the Badanami Facebook
page via www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100063529751751 or follow
Badanami on Instagram @westsydu_
badanami
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KEEP THE FIRE BLAK, LOUD AND PROUD

YARRAMUNDI

® | The Yarning Circle | Western Sydney University | Winter 2024

LECTURE

The Yarramundi Lecture provides a forum for the discussion of

issues of local and national importance. It has become central .

to the University’s longstanding commitment to its Aboriginal 10 JUIV 2024 | Event begms at Tlam

and Torres Strait Islander communities. The Yarramundi Lecture If you have any queries, please contact Western Sydney
aims to embrace this powerful theme by bringing together University’s Division of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
community members, students, academics and esteemed guest Indigenous Leadership at DVCIL@westernsydney.edu.au
speakers to engage in meaningul dialogue and share insights on

Indigenous issues. Registrations for this event will open in May

Guest speakers for this event to be announced
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