






CELEBRATING 
INDIGENOUS 
RESEARCH AT 
WESTERN SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY
Western Sydney University is very 
proud of our Indigenous academics 
and higher degree research students. 
Please read about some of their 
outstanding research that was 
completed this year and the end of 
last year.

Coralie Properjohn, Rebekah Grace & 
Corrinne T. Sullivan. (2023). Colonial 
dominance and Indigenous resistance 
in Australian national education 
declarations. Journal of Educational 
Administration and History, 1-19.

Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, Maggie 
Walter, Karen Martin, Sam Provost, 
Jacob Phren, Bobby Maher & Makayla-
May Brinckley. (2023). Universities 
Accord–The Erasure of Indigenous 
Leadership and Governance. 

Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, Shannon 
Foster, Frances Bodkin, John Foster, 
Gavin Andrews, Karen Adams, Ross 
Evans, Joanne Kinniburgh, Jade Foster-
Guadalupe & Bronwyn Carlson. (2024). 
Resisting Genocide through D’harawal 
Relatedness: Understanding the Appin 
Massacre and the Story of how Wiritijiribin 
the Lyrebird came to be. In J. Shi and G. 
Ewart (Eds) Paths of Compassion through 
Humanity’s Crises: Towards Inclusive and 
Sustainable Futures (pp. 181-206). New 
York: Peter Lang Publishing.

Kaiya Aboagye & L. Wilo Muwadda. 
(2023). Lessons on Decoloniality from 
Blak and Black Sahulian Ecologies and 
the Aboriginal Philosophy of Everywhen. 
In The Routledge Handbook of Australian 
Indigenous Peoples and Futures (pp. 
346-363). Routledge.  

Karen Soldatic, Corrinne T. Sullivan, 
Georgia Coe, John Leha, William 
Trewlynn & Kim Spurway. (2023). ‘We 
never get a space to just have a good 
time together’: indigenous LGBTIQSB+ 
young people carving out alternative 
viable lives. Journal of Youth Studies, 1-14.

Maggie Walter, Ray Lovett, Bobby Maher, 
Jacob Prehn, Cassandra Price & Gawaian 
Bodkin-Andrews . (2023). Submission to 
Wiyi Yani U Thangani (Women’s Voices) 
Project from the Maiam nayri Wingara 
Indigenous Data Sovereignty Collective. 

Ros Sawtell & Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews. 
(2023). Beyond Zeros and Ones: Walking 
the daisy talk with D’harawal Elders 
to understand their (dis) connection 
with internet services. In B. Carlson, M. 
Day. S. O’Sullivan, & T. Kennedy (Eds), 
The Routledge Handbook of Australian 
Indigenous Peoples and Futures (pp. 378-
395). Routledge.
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Voice, Truth, Place: Critical Junctures for 
Educational Research – Western’s Indigenous 
researchers represent at the AARE Conference 
From the Sunday 26th of November 
to Thursday 30th of November, the 
Australian Association for Research in 
Education (AARE) and the University 
of Melbourne co-hosted the AARE 
2023 Conference. The conference 
offered delegates the opportunity to 
connect, network, share and learn in 
Melbourne. The conference theme was 
Voice, Truth, Place: Critical Junctures 
for Educational Research. The 
conference theme invited a diverse 
community of scholars to engage in 
meaningful discussions and exchange 
ideas on the pressing issues facing 
education research.

Professor Susan Page, Pro Vice-
Chancellor Indigenous Education, 
provided two stimulating 
presentations. The first was entitled 
‘Illuminating Indigenous Early Career 
Researcher experiences to enhance 
post-doctoral trajectories.’ This 
presentation shared some insights 
from The Developing Indigenous 
Australian Early Career Researchers 
qualitative study in relation to 
managing workload, developing 
a worthwhile career and effective 
institutional support. Professor 
Page’s subsequent presentation was 
entitled ‘Convoluted, Challenging, 
Cathartic: Rites of passage in 
Australian Indigenous Studies 
learning.’ Throughout this presentation 
she discussed a holistic model for 
understanding student transformative 
learning experiences which can inform 
teaching practice.

Dr Michelle Locke, Senior Lecturer in 
the School of Education, garnered 
critical engagement with her timely 
presentations. Her first presentation was 
entitled ‘Safe spaces in academic places 
for Indigenous Early Career Researchers’. 
In this presentation she discussed 
attributes identified by Indigenous 
early career researchers as necessary 
to creating culturally safe spaces 
within institutions and demonstrated 
the need for the higher education 
sector to move beyond the inclusion of 
Indigenous Peoples and Knowledges 
to instead recognise Indigenous 
Peoples as sovereign. Dr Michelle Lock 
also co-presented a session entitled 
‘Acknowledgement to Country practices 
in early learning centres: Children, 
families and educators perspectives.’ 
Here she explored research focussing 
on the perspectives of children, families 
and educators to better understand 
the significance, meaning, benefits 
and impacts of Acknowledgement to 
Country practices to them. 

Professor Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews’ 
and Shannon Foster’s co-presentation 
was entitled ‘The Seven Peacekeepers 
(Yandel’mawa midan’barkalo): Teaching 
of environmental (in)justice through 
the ‘eucalypti’’. Throughout their 
presentation they shared the D’harawal 
Garuwanga (Ancestral Dreaming) Story 
of the Yandel’mawa midan’barkalo 
(Seven Peacekeepers), which is a story 
that teaches of the gifting of the seven 
eucalypti trees to the D’harawal peoples 
to what is now known as South-West 
Sydney. 

Matilda Harry’s, Western doctoral 
student, presentation was entitled 
‘Reflections in waterholes: 
Reconceptualising young Indigenous 
success through young mob refractions.’ 
Throughout her presentation she shared 
reconceptualisations of Indigenous 
young people’s success which include 
the capacities of Indigenous young 
people to contribute to tribal nation 
building, community, kin, Country, spirit, 
intergenerational equity and systemic 
changes. Matilda was awarded the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Postgraduate Student Researcher Award 
for her submission of this paper. 

Professor Susan Page and Professor 
Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews also adroitly 
helped in leading the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Special Interest 
Group for the duration of the conference, 
encouraging discussion and welcoming 
newcomers. The AARE conference has 
a strong Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Special Interest Group which 
saw Western’s Indigenous network 
connect with newcomers and old 
colleagues undertaking interesting 
research. 

Professor Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews, 
Director of Indigenous Research, said 
the AARE conference was a great 
opportunity to establish meaningful 
connections, gain valuable knowledge 
and witness many powerful and 
inspirational Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander, and First Nations speakers 
present. 

Professor Susan Page, Professor Marcia Langton 
and Matilda Harry.

Dr Michelle Locke.
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The Badanami team are excited to 
continue supporting Indigenous students
The Badanami team are thrilled to be 
back for 2024 and cannot wait for the 
start of the academic school year. As 
students start to return to campus, we 
want to remind all Indigenous students, 
in particular our new commencing 
students, that our centres are open, 
and the team are ready and waiting to 
help any of our Indigenous students 
wherever we can to make sure you are 
set up for an amazing year. 

Whether you are a newly commencing 
student or even one of our returning 
students, please make sure you pop into 
your local Badanami Centre and meet 
the team. Our centres offer Indigenous 
students a culturally safe environment 
and countless opportunities to build 
connections with both Indigenous 
students and staff across Western. 

Centres have facilities such as computer 
labs, kitchens, free printing, study 
spaces etc while Badanami staff can 
help with several things including 
registering for tutorials and sorting your 
class timetable. 

Badanami Centres can be found at:
• Bankstown City Campus – Level 3
• Campbelltown Campus – Building 3

• Hawkesbury Campus – Building K4 
(Stable Square)

• Parramatta South Campus – Building EY
• Parramatta City – Level 2
• Penrith Campus (Kingswood) – 

Building N
• Liverpool City Campus – Level 1

Badanami’s Tutoring For Success 
Program (TFS) offers Indigenous 
students studying at Western Sydney 
University and The College free tutoring 
and sees students paired with qualified 
tutors in specific subject areas with 
additional support around academic 
skills such as, essay writing, study 
techniques and research skills. For more 
information or to apply for tutoring, feel 
free to pop into your local Badanami 
Centre and chat to one of our team 
members.

The team at Badanami are looking 
forward to another busy year, including 
the annual student v staff soccer 
and basketball matches, along with 
a number of new and exciting events 
already planned for 2024. So please, 
feel free to reach out at any time to our 
Badanami staff members or drop into 
one of our centres. We look forward to 
seeing you all soon. 

“I was proud to see so many Mob from 
Western Sydney University presenting 
at the 2023 AARE conference. The 
highlight for me though was not only 
seeing Wiradjuri Warrior and PhD 
candidate Matilda Harry powerfully 
honour the voices and strengths of 
Aboriginal youth in her presentation, 
but very deservedly she won the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Post 
Graduate Student Researcher Award 
that was presented to her by none other 
than Aboriginal anthropologist and 
geographer, Distinguished Professor 
Marcia Langton. Add to that, Dharug 
scholar Dr Michelle Locke’s amazing 
presentation on the need for safe places 
for Indigenous Early Career Researchers 
and the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous 
Education, Professor Susan Page’s two 
stirring presentations on the challenges 
of Indigenous transitions within higher 
education (one focused on the teaching 
of Indigenous Studies, the other ensuring 
Indigenous ECRs have optimal post-
doctoral trajectories) all highlighted 
the ongoing war being waged to forge 
optimal pathways towards social justice 
within the higher education system itself. 
Finally, I had to the honour of presenting 
with D’harawal Knowledge Holder (and 
soon-to-be-Doctor), Shannon Foster 
on value of D’harawal Storytelling as 
a method of teaching of the need for 
environmental justice to honour and 
protect Country. Overall, it was an 
amazing conference that was run with 
respect. Finally, and personally, I offer 
my thanks to the young protestor who, 
very peacefully, disrupted (with music) 
a particular keynote presentation in 
support of the Palestinian victims of 
the ongoing genocide in Gaza,” said 
Professor Bodkin-Andrews.

To learn more about the AARE 
Conference follow https://
aareconference.com.au/

(continued from previous page)
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