






WESTERN SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY�S 
INDIGENOUS ALUMNI
Seven deadly questions: 
Introducing Kylie Captain 
an Indigenous Alumni 
and Founding Director 
of Dream Big Education 
Wellbeing and Consulting. 
Who are you? 
Hi! My name is Kylie Captain. I am a proud 
Gamilaroi woman and my Mob are from 
a small town called Walgett. I was born 
and raised on Gadigal Country in Sydney. 
I�m a Mum and Aunt to many, a teacher 
and educator and author whose books 
and journals are positively impacting 
the lives of many. Proudly, I am alumni 
of Western Sydney University, President 
of the Aboriginal Studies Association 
and the Founding Director of Dream Big 
Education Wellbeing & Education. 

What community and Cultural events 
have you been involved in lately?
I have been involved in many community 
iniatives and Cultural events lately. I love 
getting out and supporting local Mob. 
A community iniative that I recently 
engaged in, that I am most proud of, 
was the Walgett Naidoc Ball. I spoke 
at the event while my daughter, niece 
and nephew danced for our Elders and 
community. Walgett holds a very special 
place in our hearts as it�s where my mum 
was born and raised. It was a fantastic 
night that bought joy to the community. 
While I was in Walgett, I also presented at 
a �Careers on Country� day. This event saw 
a couple hundred, Indigenous and non-
Indigenous, high school students come 
together from neighbouring towns to look 
at the potential post-school pathways.

What is your current position and why 
are you passionate about it?
I am in my �rst year of business as 
the Founding Director of ‘Dream Big 
Education Wellbeing & Education’ and 
am loving it! Through my business I get 
the opportunity to make a di�erence in 
the lives of many � one student, school 
and organisation at a time. I collaborate 
with Dr Cathie Burgess, who was my 
high school teacher, to facilitate a range 
of empowering teacher workshops and 

masterclasses designed to support 
educators to re�ect on their pedagogy 
and re-discover their �why�. I also provide 
motivational student talks and programs 
to assist young people with goal setting 
and understanding the power of 
education and aspirations. I also o�er 
Cultural capability training to support 
organisations to developing culturally 
safe workplaces that support their 
Reconciliation Action Plans. 

Right now, I am writing book number 
three with my son. This will be a 
motivational book for teenagers entitled 
‘Create the Life of Your Dreams in Your 
Teens’ and will be published in December 
2023. 

I have always been passionate about 
education. Education changed my life 
and I am passionate about providing that 
transformative experience for others. I 
want to give back and pay it forward. I 
believe that education gives us freedom 
and choice.

What degree did you study at Western 
Sydney University?
I studied a Bachelor of Education 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Pathways into Primary Teaching) at 
Milperra. 

What has your experience at Western 
Sydney University given you that is 
unique compared to graduates from 
other universities?
I loved learning at Western. I had so 
much support and even got to travel to 
Canada as part of my studies. I am a big 

fan of Western and am so proud that my 
daughter, Allira, now works there. I�m 
grateful to the many sta� who supported 
me during my studies. All of our lecturers 
and support sta� went above and beyond 
and for that I am forever grateful.

Who is your role model and why do they 
inspire you?
There are many mentors and role models 
who have shaped me into the woman I am 
today. My mum and nan who have sadly 
passed were my biggest role models. 
They shaped me into the strong and 
resilient woman I am today. I am who I 
am because someone believed in me. My 
high school teacher, Dr Cathie Burgess is 
one of my biggest role models. She is an 
Associate Professor at Sydney University 
and an honorary life-time member of the 
AECG. She is a non-Aboriginal woman 
who has given myself and many others 
the con�dence to be brave and make 
change through education. She was 
instrumental in me achieving both my 
HSC and my teaching degree. Cathie and 
I are now President and Vice President of 
the Aboriginal Studies Association and 
facilitate teacher professional learning 
for schools around the country. I also 
recently wrote my second book with 
her, �Be That Teacher Who Makes a 
Di�erence and Lead Aboriginal Education 
for all Students�. This book has received 
overwhelmingly positive feedback from 
educators across the nation and has 
even been made a mandatory text for 
pre-service teachers at The University 
of Sydney � that�s pretty deadly and 
something to be so proud of. 

What would be your top three tips 
towards success for Indigenous 
graduates from Western Sydney 
University?
1.	 Dream big! Set big goals and work 

towards them! There are no limits to 
what us Blakfullas can achieve. 

2.	 At all times, especially tough times, 
know you are smart, deadly, brave 
and resilient! Own your space! You are 
part of the longest living Culture in 
the world and you have inherited such 
strength from your Old People. 

3.	 Reach out to connections and 
networks. Find your circle of people 
who are there for you and will support 
you. Don�t forget to pay your success 
and story forward! Bring others along 
and share your struggles and triumphs 
along the way! 

Kylie Captain. 
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CELEBRATING 
INDIGENOUS 
RESEARCH AT 
WESTERN SYDNEY 
UNIVERSITY
Western Sydney University is very 
proud of our Indigenous academics 
and higher degree research students. 
Please read about some of their 
outstanding research that was 
completed earlier this year. 

Corrinne T. Sullivan, & Jessica 
McLean. (2023). Contesting digital 
colonial power: Indigenous Australian 
sovereignty and self-determination 
in digital worlds. In The Routledge 
Handbook of Ecomedia Studies (pp. 212-
219). Routledge.

Corrinne T. Sullivan, Kim Spurway, John 
Leha, William Trewllyn, & Karen Soldatic. 
(2023). The Dalarinji Project-“Your 
story”: A narrative synthesis. Journal of 
Global Indigeneity, 7(2), 1-25.

Corrinne T. Sullivan. (2023). Be(com)ing 
in the City: Indigenous queer relationalities 
and community building. In The Routledge 
Handbook of Australian Indigenous 
Peoples and Futures (pp. 285-295). 
Routledge.

Corrinne T. Sullivan, Duy Tran, William 
Trewlynn, Kim Spurway, John Leha, Linda 
Briskman & Karen Soldatic. (2023). ‘This 
is our place, but we’re the outsiders’: 
the navigation of identity and spaces of 
belonging by Indigenous LGBTIQ+ women 
in Australia. Australian Geographer, 1-18.

Rhonda Povey, Susan Page & Michelle 
Trudgett. (2023). Getting it Right: 
Safeguarding a Respected Space for 
Indigenous Oral Histories and Truth Telling. 
The Oral History Review, 50(2), 223-241. 
DOI: 10.1080/00940798.2023.2234419

Rhonda Povey, Michelle Trudgett, Susan 
Page, & Michelle Locke. (2023). Hidden 
in plain view: Indigenous early career 
researchers’ experiences and perceptions 
of racism in Australian universities. Critical 
Studies in Education.64(4), 355-373, DOI: 
10.1080/17508487.2022.2159469 

Western Sydney University would 
also like to congratulate Professor 
Michelle Trudgett, Professor Susan 
Page and Dr Stacey Coates on recently 
winning the 2022 Best Article Award 
for the Journal of Higher Education 
Policy and Management. Their paper, 
‘Great expectations: Senior Indigenous 
leadership positions in higher education’ 
(https://doi.org/10.1080/136008
0X.2021.2003013), was selected for its 
academic rigour and is a must read for 
all. This article examines the breadth 
and depth of skills and knowledge bases 
required of Indigenous leaders from 
the perspectives of Indigenous leaders, 
the university executive and other 
Indigenous academics. 

It is worth noting that this 2022 Best 
Article builds on a line of important 
research. Professor Trudgett, Professor 
Page and Dr Coates won the journal’s 
2021 Best Article Award for ‘Talent war: 
recruiting Indigenous senior executives 
in Australian Universities’ which focused 
on the recruiter perspectives. 

Research

The fourth Annual 
Indigenous Professoriate 
Lecture featuring Aunty 
Kerrie Doyle
On the 10th of August, Western Sydney 
University’s Indigenous Professoriate 
held its fourth biannual Professoriate 
lecture at Campbelltown Campus. The 
Indigenous Professoriate at Western 
Sydney University is growing and 
demonstrates leadership within national 
and international conversations regarding 
Indigenous knowledge, recognition, and 
excellence. Following three engaging 
lectures held by Professor Gawaian 
Bodkin-Andrews, Professor Susan Page 
and Associate Professor Sandra Phillips, 
Aunty Kerrie Doyle gave the fourth 
lecture. Aunty Kerrie Doyle’s lecture was 
entitled ‘Conflict Entrepreneurs, Identity 
and Fringe Dwellers’. 

In her lecture, Aunty Kerrie noted that 
Indigenous Australians make up less 
than four percent of the total Australian 
population. She explained how Sydney 
was the initial place of colonisation, 
with English, Chinese, and Indian males 
arriving in the decades after first contact 
and the use of Australia as an island 

prison. This influx of males without 
mates meant there were cross-cultural 
marriages or procreations, resulting in 
fairer offspring of the Indian-, Asian-, 
and white-wed women. She noted how 
this was part of a deliberate policy of 
control by the colonisers (Flannery, 
1998/2013). The march of colonisation 
and settler activity across the continent 
took some time, with the desert areas of 
Australia the last to be subsumed, leaving 
Aboriginal people from the centre of 
Australia the last to be ‘married into’. 
Consequently, Aunty Kerrie explained 
how Aboriginal people from areas with 
less genealogical intermarriage are 
often more outwardly phenotypically 
Indigenous. 

Aunty Kerrie raised concerns about 
how nowadays ‘looking’ Aboriginal is 
too often equated with being a ‘real’ 
Aboriginal person. This privileges people 
assuming and assigning Indigeneity 
without asking for clarification. She 
warned how not identifying Indigenous 
people in health or education institutions 
results in their under-identification, and 
often exclusion from more appropriate 
health or education interventions. 
However, there is a risk in identifying 
as Indigenous if one is fair skinned. 

Indigenous people who rise to the 
top of a profession in health and/or 
education are often targeted by conflict 
entrepreneurs who make their living 
by feeding the racist rhetoric of some 
politicians and social commentators. 
Aunty Kerrie then went on to share 
examples of academics and health 
professionals that interpret the assigning 
of Indigeneity by non-Indigenous 
individuals.

Aunty Kerrie Doyle. Photography: Sally Tsoutas.
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meetings along with members of our 
Elders Advisory Board and some of our 
Western Indigenous students. The centre 
is going to be a landmark building for 
Western and is currently on track for 
completion in early 2026.

To round out the year, we currently have 
a group of Indigenous students visiting 
Taiwan on a cultural tour supported 
by the New Colombo Plan. This trip is 
facilitated through the Office of the PVC 
Global Development, Office of Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor Indigenous Leadership 
and Badanami Centre for Indigenous 
Education and sees our students spend 
two weeks in Taiwan to be emerged in the 
Taiwanese Indigenous culture. 

To say 2023 has been a big year so far is 
certainly an understatement, but it looks 
as though 2024 is going to be even bigger. 
The team at Badanami would like to wish 
everyone, in particular our Indigenous 
students of Western, and their families, 
all the very best for the upcoming holiday 
period. Please take care of yourself and 
those around you and be sure to take 
some time out for a well-earned break 
before we start it all again in early 2024. 
We can’t wait!

Aunty Kerrie Doyle, School of Medicine, 
was excited to provide this lecture. 

“I am proud to be part of Western’s 
passionate Indigenous Professoriate 
group where together with highly 
respected Indigenous academics from 
different disciplines offer guidance and 
leadership. I was pleased to be invited 
to speak about such an important topic. 
Now more than ever is time to engage 
with these discussions and challenge 
racist rhetoric,” said Aunty Kerrie Doyle. 

Professor Susan Page, Director of 
Indigenous Teaching and Learning, 
thanks Aunty Kerrie for the insights 
provided in her lecture. 

“Aunty Kerrie is highly respected in 
community and the higher education 
sector for her extensive research and 
passions for expanding knowledge 
of Indigenous matters. Aunty Kerrie’s 
lecture was informative, energetic 
and as usual she demonstrated her 
wealth of knowledge and enthusiasm. 
I look forward to the next Indigenous 
Professoriate Lecture which will be held 
early next year,” said Professor Page.

(continued from previous page)

Indigenous student Basketball Team with Aunty Jean South. Photography: Sally Tsoutas. 

Badanami
As we move towards the end of 2023, 
it’s probably a good time to reflect on 
some of the amazing things the team 
at Badanami have been a part of this 
year. In addition to logging over 4000 
personalised and individual student 
interactions, including over 2000 phone 
conversations or face-to-face interactions 
with our Indigenous students, Badanami 
have been involved in events such as the 
annual Indigenous Student versus Staff 
soccer match Reconciliation Week and 
NAIDOC Week celebrations.

A big congratulations to the students 
who won both the annual Indigenous 
Students v Staff soccer match in addition 
to the inaugural Indigenous Students v 
Staff basketball game. These events really 
do provide our team with an effective 
way to engage with our students and the 
Badanami team enjoys catching up with 
everyone, not to mention picking up some 
soccer and basketball tips along the way.

In the last week of June, Badanami 
took a group of Indigenous students 
to Melbourne to compete in the 2023 
Indigenous Nationals. The games were 
hosted by Monash University and saw our 
students compete with fellow Indigenous 
university students across the country, 
building valuable connections. Students 
competed respectfully and represented 
themselves, their communities, and the 
university to a high standard with all sights 
now on the 2024 Indigenous Nationals, 
being held at University of Wollongong. 

Another key part of 2023 was the 
university being awarded $78.5 million 
dollars as a part of the NSW Government’s 
WestInvest program. These funds 
will go towards establishing a new 
Indigenous Centre of Excellence at the 
University, which, in addition to a range 
of other facilities, will feature a brand 
new Badanami Centre. Badanami staff 
have been part of the initial consultation 
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