


| am fortunate that | have had many people

in my life who have inspired or guided

me towards goals. These include family,
professional colleagues, Elders, community
members, and teammates. We are very lucky
as blackfellas as there are so many inspiring
individuals within our communities and they
can appear within so many diverse elds.
Such as within sporting teams, educators

(not just teachers), Elders, cultural knowledge
holders, artists, writers, linguists, work peers
and friends. We are such a rich cultural group,
and that inspirational knowledge is around us
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Seven deadly questions:
Introducing Associate
Professor Michael
Donovan, Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Indigenous)
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e  partof mylife living, working, and growing g+ them and support the wider 1. Engage with Badanami, this is a place
up a family in Newcastle and Newcastle is 5 |\ tralian community in their futures. of cultural safety, and it will give you a
another place | can comfortably call home. place to call home. Whilst there ask about
. What degree did you study at Western support mechanisms to help you get
What com_munlty/ cgltural e’\ylents have Sydney University? the most out of your higher education
you been involved in lately? | was an AREP student who graduated experience, this could include tutoring or
I have recently moved to Victoria, and with a Bachelor of Teaching (Primary) and access to a regular student lunch.
| am getting to know the associated attached an Honours research programto 2. Have fun!! Hopefully not too much so that
communities that | work with. | am the nal year with some part-time study it e ects your degree. Remember that
currently travelling around to the ve to get my thesis completed. Apparently, university if more than just an education. It
La Trobe campuses spread across it was quite unique for blackfellas to should be an experience for your personal
the State introducing myself and complete honours back then especially and professional growth. So do not forget
part|C|p§t|ng with social aqd cultural through an AREP model. My distance about university clubs or sports, especially
celeb_ranons. These have !nclu_ded learning experience involved an audio the Indigenous Nationals. Take some time
meetings around Treaty V!ctona, a dawn tape and overhead projection copies to relax or de-stress even if it is only a
service and later community march for being mailed to me through the post each quiet co ee outside Badanami with the
ISl:jr.V'val Day,tg(;adltjatlor‘\\? Wfth ?ome d week for me to read and email back any sun on your skin.
ndigenous students, a ‘Yes' referendum . . . .
comgmunit meeting and soendina time  duestions Ihad, with the occasional phone 3. Talk to your lecturers and tutors, if they
- y meeing P g call to discuss issues. 0 er to answer questions, please ask
with community [eaders and Elders them. You do not have to'do it publicl
discussing community needs and research \what has your experience at Western but rﬁake some time to ask abgut they
artnerships. i itv i i
P P i%?tiyc%mvizgytglvig dylj)autéza#cl)sm course content or assessment tasks, to
What is your current position and why othzr univerFs)ities’> g not only get the best out of the course
are you passionate about it? i ) and your degree but to also get a better
| am currently the Pro Vice-Chancellor AREP or residential programs are not understanding about assessment so you
- o unique to Western, but I found this type can respond e ectively to the question.
Indigenous (PVCI) at La Trobe university. of program design very e ective to be ]
There are many things | have a passion - 4. Remember your degree will bene t you
Y 9 P better engage Aboriginal peoples to : :
for in this role particularly moving to a . : and hopefully guide you into a successful
P Y 9 further education. Due to allowing them ;
new State and city. As a foreigner to this AN X career but as an Indigenous person
Y. 9 to engage in higher education where : ;
Country, | am trying to get to see and you will also be carrying the goals and
Y. ying o g you are surrounded and supported . L
engage with as much as | can. Which is not 7 . " responsibilities of your communities past
9ag with other Aboriginal peoples but :
hard as La Trobe has ve campuses that . . . and present. This degree can allow you to
P also stay in community, connect with :
cross the State, and | am spending time . Q) be an educational role model and support
L o . family responsibilities, and be allowed : :
visiting community, introducing myself o . your community follow in your steps
9 Ys g my; to maintain work, usually with some ;
and getting to know community and try to - o ) but also allow you to give back to those
9 gth d work t)tlw y negotiations. From this experience you communities to bene t everyone
re-engage tem and work outhow we can —, ;4 family connections and life-long o . '
support their individual community needs friendships from across the State. Study 5. Education is part of a lifelong process and
in relation to our teaching and research. as a family was the best experience at should not stop just with your degree. As
Working towards what may best suit the Western you travel through your career journeys
speci ¢ desires of each community. That is you may need to further professional
the fun part, some of the more challenging \Who is your role model and why do they skills, Western is there to give you advice
12 work is trying to embed Indigenous inspire you? or direction on what you may need to

at La Trobe University

Who are you?

My name is Michael Donovan, | am a
Gumbaynggirr man from the north coast
of NSW, but | grew up in the western
suburbs of Sydney. | have spent a larger

Associate Professor Michael Donovan.
Photography: La Trobe University.

understandings within our institution with
every sta member in their everyday
practice to inform all students about
Indigenous Australia and how this can

regularly, we just need to remember to stop
and listen sometimes to people and country
and draw on these experiences.

What would be your top 5 tips towards

success for Indigenous graduates from

Western Sydney University?

achieve these educational goals.



April graduates

Western Sydney University is committed
to empowering and supporting
Indigenous students’ study and
graduate from degrees of their choice.
Currently, Western Sydney University
has over 1,568 Indigenous alumni

who have graduated from a variety of
degrees across the University’s range of
Schools.

Graduation is an incredibly important
milestone as it celebrates all the hard
work and time put into achieving a
degree, marking the formal end of
tertiary study and the beginning of a
new career.

In April 2023, 53 deadly students
graduated including 2 Diplomas, 3
Undergraduate Certificates, 4 Graduate
Certificates, 1 Associate Degree, 39
Bachelor Degrees, 3 Master Degrees
and 1 Doctorate. Congratulations to the
following students, we are so proud of
each of you and wish you the best of
luck in your future endeavours.

Abbey-Marie Zabielo graduated from a
Bachelor of Arts

Amanda McKenna graduated from

a Bachelor of Natural Science
(Environment and Health)

Andre Powell graduated from a Bachelor
of Health Science (Paramedicine)

Ashlee Newell graduated from a Diploma
in Social Science (Policing)

Ashleigh Zarb graduated from a
Bachelor of Science, Criminology and
Psychological Studies

Bailey Gentle graduated from a Bachelor
of Business (Property)

Billy Towney graduated from a Bachelor
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

Ashlie Rogers, Charlene Davison, Mason Smith & Professor Michelle Trudgett. Photography: Sally Tsoutas.

Breanna Rowley graduated from a
Bachelor of Social Science

Brodie Harris graduated from a Bachelor
of Social Work

Carlos Rojas graduated from a Bachelor
of Construction Management

Carolyne Nancarrow graduated from a
Graduate Certificate in Child and Family
Health (Karitane)

Cheryl Martin graduated from a Master of
Social Work (Qualifying)

Clarinda Martin graduated from a
Graduate Certificate in Child and Family
Health (Karitane)

Damon Lee graduated from a Bachelor of
Construction Management

Daniel Loxley graduated from a Bachelor
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

Ethen Webster graduated from a
Bachelor of Business (Marketing)

Fiona Towney graduated from
an Undergraduate Certificate in
Cybersecurity, Cybercrime and Behaviour

Georgia Pace graduated from a Bachelor
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

Holly Reynolds graduated from a
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery

Jackson Coles graduated from an
Associate Degree in Engineering

Jai Vakai graduated from a Bachelor of
Policing

Jay Moy graduated from a Bachelor

of Business (International Business)
(Marketing)

Jay Moy graduated from a Diploma in
Business

Jayda Weightman graduated from a
Bachelor of Arts

Jesse Warran-Rigby graduated from an
Undergraduate Certificate in Counselling
and Mental Health

Joel Delaney graduated from a Bachelor
of Health Science (Paramedicine)

Kalila Devitt graduated from a Bachelor
of Medical Science (Forensic Mortuary
Practice)

Karah Edwards-Knight graduated
from a Bachelor of Health Science
(Paramedicine)

Kate Kennedy graduated from a
Graduate Certificate in Bushfire
Protection

Kayden Edwards graduated from a
Bachelor of Arts

Kiara Bennett graduated from a Bachelor
of Health Science (Paramedicine)

Kyle Brazel graduated from a Bachelor of
Arts (Dean’s Scholars)

Lara Manning graduated from a Bachelor
of Arts

Luke Abbey graduated from a Bachelor
of Cyber Security and Behaviour

Mason Smith graduated from a Bachelor
of Physiotherapy

Melissa Williams graduated from a
Doctor of Philosophy

Nathan Vassallo graduated from a
Bachelor of Business (Economics)

Nelson McLaughlin graduated from
a Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery

Patrick Corcoran graduated from a
Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of
Surgery

Racheal Williams graduated from a
Bachelor of Nursing

Rebecca Malcolm graduated from a
Bachelor of Psychology (Honours)
Renae Smith graduated from a Bachelor
of Midwifery

Samuel Barton graduated from a Master
of Teaching (Secondary)

Sophie Keen graduated from a Bachelor
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

Tai Lovatt graduated from a Bachelor of
Business (Property)

Tasman Sadler graduated from a
Bachelor of Communication

Tatum Maybir graduated from a Bachelor
of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery

Tayla Drew graduated from a Bachelor of
Midwifery

Tayla Rae graduated from a Master of
Urban Management and Planning

Tiaan McLean graduated from a Bachelor
of Health Science (Paramedicine)

Toni Walters graduated from an
Undergraduate Certificate in Counselling
and Mental Health

Tristan Strange graduated from a
Bachelor of Computer Science
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CELEBRATING
INDIGENOUS
RESEARCH AT
WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

Western Sydney University is very
proud of our Indigenous academics
and higher degree research students.
Please read about some of their
outstanding research that was
completed late last year and earlier
this year.

Badanami Centre for
Indigenous Education
opens at Bankstown
City campus

Western Sydney University recently
officially opened its newest Badanami
Centre for Indigenous Education
based at the University’s Bankstown
City campus. The ceremony, held on
Thursday, 16 March, brought together
Indigenous staff, students and Elders.

Guided by the University’s Indigenous
Elders Advisory Committee, the existing
Milperra campus’ ‘Wall of Hands’,

a 5-metre brick wall of Indigenous

Karen Soldatic, Corrinne T. Sullivan,
Linda Briskman, John Leha, William
Trewlynn & Kim Spurway. (2023).
Indigenous LGBTIQSB +People’s
Experiences of Family Violence in
Australia. J Fam Viol. https://doi.
0rg/10.1007/s10896-023-00539-1

Michelle Locke, Michelle Trudgett

& Susan Page. (2022). Indigenous
early career researchers in the time

of Covid-19. Journal of Australian
Indigenous Issues, 25(3-4), 11-27. DOI:
10.3316/informit.881818329736230

graduates’ painted handprints over the
past 40-years, was carefully taken apart
to allow its incorporation into Western
Sydney University’s newest campus in
Bankstown CBD.

All original handprints on the wall were
carefully scanned and transferred to

a new steel work in collaboration with
industrial artist Anton Grimes. The new
work has now been installed at the
heart of the student hub in front of the
new Badanami Centre on Level 3 of
the recently opened Bankstown City
campus.

All pieces of the original Wall of Hands
will be used in the gabion walls forming
a key component of the Yarning Circle

Rhonda Povey, Michelle Trudgett,
Susan Page & Stacey Kim Coates.
(2022). Paying-it-forward: Indigenous
leadership in American higher education.
Race Ethnicity and Education. DOI:
10.1080/13613324.2022.2033197

Scott Avery. (2022). Closing the Gap
Disability Dialogues 2022: A co-
production and delivery model for
elevating issues and policy responses
affecting First Nations people with
disability within Australian government
agencies. Commissioned Report.
Commonwealth Department of Social
Services. Canberra, Australia.
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on the terrace of Level 3. Construction
work on the Yarning Circle is currently in
progress.

Deputy Vice-Chancellor Indigenous
Leadership, Professor Michelle Trudgett,
said the Bankstown Badanami Centre
reflects and celebrates the cultural
heritage of the diverse student
population.

“Western Sydney University is proud

to open its newest Badanami Centre
which will offer students, staff and

the community an inspiring space to
connect and share knowledge, while
also supporting Indigenous students to
succeed in their studies,” said Professor
Trudgett.



Research Spotlight:
Associate Professor
Corrinne Sullivan

Associate Professor Corrinne Sullivanis a
Wiradjuri scholar in Human Geography,
and the Associate Dean (Indigenous
Education) in the School of Social
Sciences. Her research interests are
multi-disciplinary and focus broadly

on experiences and effects of body

and identity in relation to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
Associate Professor Sullivan’s current
research projects explore the embodied
geographies of sexuality and/or gender.
Corrinne also conducts research in
Indigenous Education and has expertise
in Indigenous curriculum and pedagogy
development.

Western Sydney University would like

to congratulate Associate Professor
Sullivan on her recent research successes.
In recent months, Associate Professor
Sullivan received two Australian Research
Council (ARC) grants and was awarded
the Australian Health Research Alliance,
Women’s Health Research Translation
Network Indigenous Early-Mid Career
Researcher Award. The following is a
snapshot of Associate Professor Sullivan’s
current research projects.

Earlier in the year Associate Professor
Sullivan, Professor Karen Soldatic and
community partners, BlaQ Aboriginal
Corporation, received an ARC Linkage
Project grant of over $370,000 for their
research entitled, ‘Walking my path: NSW
Indigenous LGBTIQ+ peoples’ experiences
& aspirations’.

This is the first research project to focus on
how the lived experiences of Indigenous
gender/sexuality diverse peoplesin

New South Wales intersect with their
social, economic and cultural needs and
aspirations regarding community, culture
and Country. The project will build upon
the initial evidence from the team’s prior
research, enriching understandings of the
lived experiences of Indigenous gender/
sexuality diverse peoples and their needs
and aspirations. The project will use in-
depth, rich analysis from multiple sources,
interviews, yarning circles and digital
narratives, that will illuminate their lives
and facilitate understandings of what they
want in the short and long term.

Associate Professor Sullivan also received
an ARC linkage grant for a research project
that will be conducted with Associate
Professor Jess McLean, Associate
Professor Fiona Miller and community
partners Mudgee Aboriginal Land Council,

and National Parks and Wildlife Service
(NPWS). The ARC Linkage Project
grant saw over $180,000 awarded to
the research project entitled, ‘Storying
and repairing water places in Wiradjuri
Country’.

This co-designed project will centre
Aboriginal knowledges to story and repair
Wiradjuri Country around the Mudgee
area in central west NSW. Building on an
existing research relationship with local
Aboriginal people, the project will support
Aboriginal people in caring for Country
and build collaborative research and
management opportunities that facilitate
care, storying, and repair. While Aboriginal
people and natural resource managers
have engaged in some co-management of
parts of Wiradjuri Country around Mudgee
over the last decade, this project is the first
time that extension and documentation

of the relations and knowledges
underpinning co-management will

occur for the broader community. The
project will answer the following research
question: How can making art and stories
through on-Country learning increase
understandings of waterways, gender

and environmental change, to facilitate
repairing relations with Country, water and
each other?

Additionally, Associate Professor
Sullivan was awarded the Australian
Health Research Alliance, Women’s
Health Research Translation Network
Indigenous Early-Mid Career Researcher
Award to explore the sexual health and
wellbeing needs of Indigenous women
who are lesbian, queer and/or trans.
Undertaking this research will have
significant healthcare benefits to the
participants by increasing the capacity
of service providers through education.
The education of service providers will
ensure better sexual health outcomes for
Indigenous women who are lesbian, queer
and/or trans.

Professor Gawaian Bodkin-Andrews,
Director of Indigenous Research, would
like to congratulate Associate Professor
Sullivan on developing and engaging in
such culturally significant projects.

“I've had the pleasure of working with
Associate Professor Sullivan for around
10 years now, and I've always been
impressed by her critical mind, passion,
and drive. Associate Professor Sullivan is
fast becoming a force to be reckoned with
within both the Indigenous Studies and
Human Geography disciplines. Her recent
grant successes (and many publications)
are not only a testament to this, but also
clearly show that Associate Professor
Sullivan’s critical Indigenous thinking is

Associate Professor Corrinne Sullivan.
Photography: Sally Tsoutas.

being used as a strong weapon for social
justice, and protection (and revival) of
Country. I'm proud of you Corrinne,” said
Professor Bodkin-Andrews.

Western Sydney University would once
again like to congratulate Associate
Professor Sullivan on her recent grant
achievements and wish her the best of
luck with her research journey. We are
impressed by the breadth and depth of
Associate Professor Sullivan’s research and
her vision to promote research that truly
works to empower Indigenous Australians
and broader communities.

New Resource on
the Referendum:
Indigenous Voice to
Parliament

The Indigenous Voice to Parliament
Referendum is scheduled to take
place at the end of the year. Western
is keen to provide our staff and
students with as much information
as possible to make the best decision
for themselves, their families and
communities, as well as the nation
more broadly.

The Office of the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor Indigenous Leadership
and the Library have partnered to
develop a fabulous resource. We are
pleased to share the Indigenous Voice
to Parliament Library Guide which is
a collection of interesting resources
designed to provide us with a better
understanding of the referendum.

It can be accessed via the following
link https://subjectguides.
library.westernsydney.edu.au/c.
php?9=957784&p=6952624

Please explore this great resource
and share it with colleagues and
community.
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4 FOR.OUR ELDERS

Professor Trudgett, Deputy Vice-Chancellor Indigenous Leadership warmly invites
you to attend Western Sydney University’s 25th annual Yarramundi Lecture.

The Yarramundi Lecture provides a forum for the discussion of
issues of local and national importance. It has become central
to the University’s longstanding commitment to its Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander communities.

GUEST SPEAKERS

- Western Sydney University Indigenous
Elders Advisory Committee.

This year's NAIDOC theme is For Our Elders. The Elders will
share stories from the heart, reflecting their life experiences

and matters important to themselves and their communities,
for the future.

WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

4 July 2023 | Event begins at 11am and
includes post event canapes and
networking from 12.30pm

If you have any queries, please contact Western Sydney
University’s Office of the Deputy Vice-Chancellor
Indigenous Leadership at DVCIL@westernsydney.edu.au

To register for this event, please visit
westernsydney.edu.au/aboriginal-and-
torres-strait-islander/events

REGISTRATIONS ARE ESSENTIAL

WESTERNSYDNEY.EDU.AU



