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Fields, Capitals, Habitus provides an insightful analysis of the 
relations between culture and society in contemporary 
Australia. Presenting the findings of a detailed national 
survey of Australian cultural tastes and practices, it 
demonstrates the pivotal significance of the role culture 
plays at the intersections of a range of social divisions and 
inequalities: between classes, age cohorts, ethnicities, 
genders, city and country, and the relations between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. In the light it 
throws on the formations of cultural capital in a 
multicultural settler colonial society, the book makes a 
landmark contribution to cultural capital research.
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"Its breadth of reference and its methodological 
sophistication – especially its fine-grained sensitivity 
to the specific shape of different cultural fields – 
make it the outstanding sociological account of 
Australian culture …  It is notable for the weight it 
gives to studying ethnicity and Australian Indigenous 
culture, something that has never been done with 
this degree of evidence in previous studies."

- John Frow, 
Professor of English, 
University of Sydney

"... an exemplary and rigorous study of the Australian 
cultural field, showing the significance of entrenched 
cultural divides, and also the powerful role of class. 
With its sensitive deployment of Bourdieu's field 
analysis, this will be one of the most sophisticated 
studies of cultural inequality anywhere in the world 
and will command widespread interest.’

- Mike Savage, 
Professor of Sociology and Director of the Social 

Inequalities Institute, London School of Economics
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