Chapter 6 - Water, water and water. The Hawkesbury River Highway

Narrator:
It is important to remember that the Hawkesbury River was one of the major transportation routes for transporting food from the surrounding area to Sydney during the 1800s. At this time there was no trafficable road between the river and Sydney and so all grain, produce, livestock and people had to be transported back and forth by boat.

Numerous severe floods with high water levels recorded in 1799, 1800 and twice in 1806 and 1809, the floods reached over 12 meters in depth.

Engineer of Pumping Station:
Hawkesbury Agricultural College was in real need of an engineer thus in 1909 I was contracted to design the water pumping station. I used the strong lads from the college to help dig a 17 metre deep hole that was 3 metres wide into the bank of the river. The hole had to be deep enough to withstand the occasional flooding, keep the tower stable and my machinery dry.

My next test was getting the water out of the river and onto the land. After much thought I used two sets of pumps, one for the domestic supply which gave water to the township of Richmond and the other for use around the college grounds and Riverfarm. Water flowed through suction pipes into electricity powered pumps at the base of the well, pumping water all the way back to the college grounds for storage.

In 1920 the demand for more water climbed. I was brought back to help install a number of concrete tanks on the opposite side of the bank to augment the pressure to drive more water around Richmond. My revolutionary design supplied millions of litres of water to the locals and college until 1939. Apparently my design couldn’t keep up with the demand in the end during World War II for the Richmond Aerodrome for the Air Force.
Narration: 
David Reid shares some of his memories of his 27 years at the Hawkesbury College.

David Reid:
The Riverfarm can be watered from the river. A lot of maize sorghum, Lucerne, hay, oats and barley for silage and hay, plus vegetable plots for research was carried out at the river farm.  

One job that I looked forward to was the movement of part of our herd of cattle, to the river farm, on foot, while we accompanied them through Richmond on horseback. This process involved about six students and two staff.

We had a few occasions when a beast or two escaped into some ones yard. Not too much damage done.

One other addition to the pre Riverfarm history was told to me by a very old friend that the  hole in the top of the river bank, east of the water tower was used to build a river boat or boats, which would have to wait until a flood came, to launch them into the river.
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