Chapter 5 - How the Hawkesbury Agricultural College acquired the Riverfarm  
Narration:
In the mid 1800s John Connell and Benjamin Richards gained ownership of the Riverfarm and leased the farm to tenant farmers or employed farm managers.
Elvina Durham, Riverfarm cottage resident:
I’m Elivina Durham, daughter of Benjamin Richard who died in 1898 and left me his 100 acre farm it was excellent maize and Lucerne land which also included a cottage and farm sheds. I wasn’t quite sure what I was to do with it. I was living in Richmond with my husband at the time and didn’t want to move out to the farm.  My farm manager Emble Hough was doing a grand job of looking after the farm. I did try to sell the land for 29 pounds an acre in 1903 but nobody was interested. I had to eventually lease it to the crown in June 1905 as it was passed in back in 1912. The lease was for 7 years at 100pounds a year but the condition was that they had to keep it in good condition. The Hawkesbury Agricultural College used the land for growing Lucerne and maize and did a grand job.
William Henry Potts, Principal of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College:
Today March 16th 1905, I William Henry Potts, Principal of the Hawkesbury Agricultural College have received the most splendid news. The NSW Department of Mines and Agriculture have leased the Hawkesbury Agricultural College a 40 hectare holding of prime agricultural land on the Hawkesbury River, which includes 1 kilometre of river frontage. I think I will rename it ‘The Riverfarm’. I will put my young students to hard work down there – first they must clear to land, and fix the paddock fences. The site will be an ideal place to grow bountiful crops to feed our poultry, sheep, pigs, cattle and of course horses studs.
Narration:
In 1921 a large scale ‘maize-breeding experiment’ was undertaken involving Chemists from the college. They tested the soil quality enhancing the productivity of the farm. It was considered the most fertile farm on the Hawkesbury River at the time. 

In the 1950s Spence Reid, the farm manager, lived on site in the small cottage. Students working at the Riverfarm drove there in a wagon or sulky accompanying Spence to the stable to perform their daily routines. The fields were planted using horse draw ploughs – many of these horses were bred on the Riverfarm. The rich alluvial soils were used to grow maize, potatoes, mangolds (beets) and various other crops.
End
