Chapter 8 - Learning and working on the land – the Hawkesbury old boys 
Narrator:

 The young men who attended the Hawkesbury agricultural college were provided with the fundamentals of science, farming skills and business principles to better equip them for a productive life on the land.

George Bennett, Hawkesbury ‘old boy’:
I'm George Bennett and I attended Hawkesbury Agricultural College from 1942 to 1944.  The course was all about agriculture and we had lectures and a great deal of practical work. 

It was Principal Potts that leased the farm. The ones allocated to work on the crops they'd go down in the drays or in a sulky and help harvest the crops Well I can remember Spence Reid because they always sort of somebody living on the farm who was the manager. He was well known by the students and used to have some jokes or razzes happening. At the end of the day, if it was a hot day, he'd have watermelons down there so we'd do alright. 

I found all the people that worked in the different sections of the farm very good and they became really friends and mates of the students as they advanced out of the college. I did keep in touch with particularly students that were students with you in your particular year. I'm very proud to be an old boy of Hawkesbury Agricultural College.

Keith Higgins, Hawkesbury ‘old boy’:
I'm Keith Higgins and I was employed by what was then Hawkesbury Agricultural College back in 1971.

The pea viner used to operate just down the back of food technology but the peas being much smaller it was better to move the pea viner down to the River Farm, 

That was the major event for food technology every year that was it for a month, everything was about peas. We were knee deep in peas. we'd be canning peas, freezing peas, eating peas, selling peas, making pea soup, The students also became a little peed off at the end of it.

 It was fun to go down there and watch the process you'd have the trailer coming in from the farm with all the pea vines Forked the whole lot into the machine and you'd have little green peas roll out. 

The pea viner pretty much looks the same. It’s an old wooden machine. A few things are a bit more rusty and the link chains that were on there are genuine antiques and almost irreplaceable. 

It's a relaxing place to be. You've got the river right beside it, it's quiet and relaxing. The only thing I miss now was the pea season.
Jim Bergen, Hawkesbury ‘old boy’:
My name is Jim Bergen, I'm a University of Rhode Island professor who came Australia in 1981 The Hawkesbury Agricultural College became a college of advanced education in 1981 In '89 they started to combine and form UWS, University of Western Sydney.

The sheds down on the River Farm have, in my opinion, been mistaken for tobacco sheds.

I remember the lucerne that was grown there after the peas and the soil was excellent and both the peas and lucerne would put a lot of nitrogen back into the soil.

Those sheds are corn cribs and they are very similar to the corn cribs that I grew up with in central Illinois and, you know, they've got the slots in it so the air can get to the crop itself. And you have to air slots so air can get to the crop itself. The corn crib is a shed with ventilation so the air can go through it and you store corn on the cob. It’s dried; it’s not like eating corn on the cob. It is actually mostly used as ground up or the oil of the corn is taken.
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