
ABSTRACT 

Governments negotiated the Paris 
Agreement at the twenty-first Conference 
of the Parties of the United Nations 
Framework Convetion on Climate change 
held in Paris during December 2015.  
These deliberations recognised more 
effective universal action is required to 
address the threat of climate change. The 
aim of the Paris Agreement is to enhance 
implementation of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change by negotiating deeper cuts of 
greenhouse gas emissions, in excess of 
earlier efforts made by parties to the Kyoto 
Protocol to the Framework Convention on 
Climate Change. More onerous reporting 
requirements and transparent processes 
will be introduced to determine the 
progress made by parties to meet their 
international commitments concerning 
mitigation action. A new mechanism will 
be established to facilitate compliance 
with the Paris Agreement.  Commencing 
in 2023, a regular global stocktake will 
occur every five years to determine 
whether parties are meeting the 
objectives of the new agreement.  The 
primary objective is to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions so the worldwide average 
temperature will be lower than 2° C above 
preindustrial levels. This presentation will 
explore the results of the negotiations at 
Paris in order to discuss the implications 
for Australian law and policy development 
on climate change issues in the future. 
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