
Bio:Laura Zimmer-Tamakoshi (Bryn Mawr PhD) has conducted ethnographic research in
 Papua New Guinea for more than thirty year. Her primary interests are inequality and development, changing 
masculinities, gendered violence, the politics of culture, nationalism and sexuality, and the Internet as teaching tool 
and platform for cultural heritage projects, topics on which she has published widely. Other key accomplishments 
include an Internet site The Anthropologist in the Field (used in classrooms around the world), being first visual 
media review editor for Pacific Studies (1996-2001), and leading roles in the Association for Social Anthropology 
in Oceania and Melanesian Interest Group. She has taught at several universities including the University of 
Papua New Guinea (1986-1990) and more recently Truman State University, and been a research associate at the 
PNG National Research Institute (2006-2013) and other institutions.  Reflecting a long-standing interest in making
 anthropology accessible to wider audiences as well as the people she has worked with, Lauraôs works include 
autoethnographic essays based on her first year with the Gende in 1982-1983 - such as ñA Ladies Tea in Papua New 
Guineaò (2012) - and two photo books: The Gende (2011) and Growing up Gende (2012). Other recent publications
 include ñTroubled Masculinities and Gender Violence in Melanesiaò in Engendering Violence in Papua New Guinea 
(2012) and ñInequality and Changing Masculinities Among the Gende in Papua New Guinea: the Good, the Bad, and
 the Very Badò in a special issue of The Asia Pacific Journal of Anthropology. She is currently editing a collection for
 the University of Hawaii Press on First Fieldwork: Pacific Anthropology, 1960-1985.

towards religion. This talk draws attention to some key assumptions that frame, what Rasmussen is terming, 
“progressive sexuality education”. Some progressive preconceptions that framesexuality education in Australian 
public schools include the following: 
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WheDate:  Friday 26th August Bankstown campus. Room BA-20.G.02, 11:00am – 12:30pm 

Associate Professor Mary Lou Rasmussen is Not So 
Simple Questions Regarding Gender In/Equality and Violence  
Drawing on thirty-four yearsô experience with the Gende, a 
hundred years of Gende pre- and post-contact history, and 
studies done elsewhere in Papua New Guinea and the Pacific, 
Laura lays out a not so simple trajectory of Gende gender 
relations and ends her talk examining current theories and s
peculations on the relationship/s between gender in/equality 
and violence.  

Abstract

RSVP: ssap-research@westernsydney.edu.au by 19th August 2016
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