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Artist Statement

Being a new migrant and young mum, | use my art to capture my observations and
experiences. | gave my newborn daughter a nickname “Tutu (Chinese expression for
little rabbit)”. Wrapped up securely in her blanket, she looked at this world, blinking.
| couldn’t help thinking to myself, “Darling, we're starting a new life together. The
life you are having is entirely different to the lives | have had and my parents have
had”. As an illustration artist, | have been recording the fleeting moments of this
new life with my brush. This is a gift of life from me to you and to other young
families like ours. The 23 paintings in this exhibition show 23 moments and they are
inspired by the little things that happened in our daily life, telling the stories of three
generations. There are moments of cultural differences and conflicts, appreciation,
expectations, and happiness ...| hope these illustrations create a space for your
imagination which you can share with your loved ones.
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Artist Biography

Heli Yang, born in Dalian, China, is a Sydney based artist. Her artistic flare started from
a young age, when she enjoyed expressing herself through drawing and crafting.

Heli received a double degree in art and design from UNSW in 2007. Her artworks

are inspired by events in daily life which have touched her heart, events that can

be a small thing, a person or a trip. “Rabbits have very good memories. They are
joyful and full of character, and no two rabbits are the same - just like my art and my
experiences”, says Heli.

Selected Exhibition & Features

o “Art by Design Twelve”

Selected Group Exhibition in Kinokuniya Wedge Gallery - 2019 Sydney
¢ “100 Rabbits / 100 Nights”

Solo Exhibition in “Long Time No Read” Art Book Shop - 2019 Shanghai
e “Art by Design Eleven”

Selected Group Exhibition in Kinokuniya Wedge Gallery - 2018 Sydney
o “| See You”

Selected Group Exhibition in In.cube8r Gallery - 2018 Melbourne
e “The Rabbit Town”

First Solo Exhibition in Kinokuniya Wedge Gallery - 2014 Sydney
e |llustrations (Toothy Jack)

shortlist in the Australia Qantm Create Design Awards 2012 - Desktop Magazine




Kindy student
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Acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Tutu is five years old and has started kindergarten.
She looks so grownup in her uniform. The first day of
school marks the most important time of our lives.
The whole family accompanies her to school on this
special day. Tutu’s teacher warmly welcomes her

and comforts anxious parents with a smile. | am so
thankful to her teachers and said goodbye to Tutu's
childcare time, “Tutu, please look after yourself. And
be yourself! You are unique!”
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Table tennise

£ B

Acrylic on canvas, 2016
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Size: 30cm, Diameter
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After dinner, we often play our favourite pastime
activity: table tennis. I still remember this was my
favourite sport throughout my school life. | still hold
grudges against my schoolmate | never beat! “Tutu, |
hope you will like this sport as much as | did.”
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Grandpas accordion
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Acrylic on canvas, 2018
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Grandpa was crazy about his accordion and he played
many well-known pieces which | did not appreciate.

| used to hide whenever he played. Now grandpa
brought his accordion to Australia and plays to you.
“Tutu, | don’t know if you like it but life filled with
music should not be a boring one.”
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Bubble bath
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Acrylic on canvas, 2018
% B A v
Size: 30cm, Diameter

2+ 30cm, &z

o G

o

or( ~ ‘.-gj.-

- ~ /
e

Tutu loves her bubble bath. She used to have daddy
to play with her as she bathed. Watching her happily
blowing bubbles, | laughed with envy. | wish | could
rewind the time clock and relive my childhood so | can
enjoy the same happiness.
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Dry your hair
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Acrylic on canvas, 2016
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Size: 30cm, Diameter

2+ : 30cm, #3z

Mum always blow dries Tutu’s hair after her shower
so she doesn’t catch a cold or have to have wet hair,
which can be uncomfortable. This everyday affair is a

symbol of my love to you. If you look closely, you will
find such love and care all around you.
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Sing a song to mum

oS E LSRG

Acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Size: 30cm, Diameter

27 30cm, #3%

Soon it would be bedtime, and we were trying to have
some quiet time to get ready for a restful sleep. Tutu
pretended the bedside lamp was a microphone, and
started her personal concert. | am your one and only
loyal audience. And | loved it!
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Home reading
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Size: 20cm, Diameter
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Since Tutu started kindergarten, we read books
each night before bed. We have a large collection of
children’s books with colourful illustrations. Reading
together is the best thing you can do with your child.
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Swimming day
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Size: 30cm, Diameter

2 : 30cm, B3z

Tutu started swimming lessons when she was four
years old. She loved swimming and tried her best to
be a good swimmer. Within two years, she was able
to swim 25 metres unassisted. What an achievement!
You are the best!
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am a mermaid
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Acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Size: 30cm, Diameter
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One day Tutu sneaked into my wardrobe and decided
to try on my bra. She innocently asked, “mummy, don’t
| look like a mermaid?” Words can’t express how funny
this moment was. Do you remember any funny episodes
in your childhood? The moments that would bring a
smile on your face.

H— FEBEE T M W R, ) B T, 2
— A B ARG " RERBLBEAR
G2 EANELERAGE T S HRERE
3! BT edFaetRE 2% E0E, W

“rE, FEPEISRC-F !




Space travel
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Tutu loves stories about space, just like me when |
was young. “Tutu, dream all you can, this is what a
childhood all about!”
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Fierce quarrel

between parents
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Sometimes Tutu became anxious and unhappy when
my husband and | argued over trivial matters. | keep
telling myself, “I am an adult, | need to manage my
emotions better so Tutu learns to communicate in an
appropriate manner. | am her role model.”
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Horse riding
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Tutu learns horse riding on Sundays. Children are usually
given mature aged horses to ride on. There are many
horses at the riding school, but Tutu’s personal favourite
is Cheeky. She gives her a warm hug after each lesson.
“Tutu, please learn to handle horses and learn to love
them .
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Fairy World
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Acrylic on canvas, 2020
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Size: 60cm, Diameter
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Tutu had been wondering if the sound of running water
in mum’s room was her imagination until one day she
discovered a magical wall in mum’s wardrobe, which
turned into a door at night. On one silent night, Tutu
carefully opened the door and put on her fairy wings.
The wings carried her to a fairy world where she saw
many beautiful fairies who shone brightly.
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Wind on the top of hills
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Size: 30cm, Diameter
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We lived near a large field partially surrounded by a hill.
We often watched the soccer games on the field while
Tutu fed birds residing nearby. In this moment, you
could temporarily escape from the sometimes troubling
reality and enjoy a relaxing family time.
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First sleepover
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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During the school holidays, Tutu was invited by her
friend Georgie for a sleepover. This was Tutu’s first
sleepover: a brand-new experience. From the photos
and video clips Georgie’s mum sent, the two girls had a
great time. They read before bed, and they played with
the family dog. | am so thankful for this experience; Tutu
thoroughly enjoyed her first sleepover!
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Acrylic on canvas, 2020
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Since the start of kindergarten, Tutu would always

give her school friends a squeezy hug when they saw
each other at school. It is so cute to see this, but | don’t
remember | ever hugged any of my school friends. |
guess this is what we call cultural differences.
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Tutu sleep in her own

bedroom
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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When Tutu turned six, she moved to her own bedroom.
We decorated her room beautifully and she said
goodbye to her cot that was in our room. This was a
developmental milestone in her growing up. | suddenly
remembered how | slept in my grandma’s room till high
school. I miss her so much!
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Playing piano
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Acrylic on canvas, 2019
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Tutu started learning to play piano from a very young
age. | often say to Tutu, “Darling, you don’t need to be a
professional pianist, you just need music to enrich your
life and enjoy a life journey that is filled with music.”
Music tells stories that touch our hearts. Without it, life
would be a boring one.
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|ce-cream van
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Acrylic on canvas, 2018
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Tutu loves to buy ice cream from the ice cream van
passing our streets. Every time she hears the music, she
will grab a golden coin and wait excited by the door. To
be frank, the ice cream isn’t the best you can find, but it
is part of Tutu’s childhood memory. | still recall buying
the popcorn, made from a strange, loud machine. It
attracted every child in the neighbour to line up for the
freshly popped popcorn. It was the best snack in the
80’s - my favourite childhood memory.
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My favourite shoes
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Acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Tutu has a large collection of shoes: sandals, sneakers,
gum boots, crocs, and more. She enjoys picking out

a pair of shoes on each outing. “I would like to share
this with you, little one. Life is about decision making,
maybe it starts from picking out a pair of shoes.”
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Black swan
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Acrylic on canvas, 2017
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Black swan are beautiful creatures. One afternoon, we
went to Centennial Park to feed them so we could see
their grace up close. When we go, sometimes we will
bring bread to feed the mums and their babies. They
come to shore and enjoy our treat, and spend the rest of
afternoon in the warm sunlight. Do you still remember
your favourite pet in your childhood? A cat, a dog, a
goldfish, a horse or...
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Magnolia
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We planted a magnolia tree when we moved into
our new home. It bloomed the next year. | hope Tutu

grows up with the magnolia tree under the beautiful
Australian sun.
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BaHng day
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Baking is our favourite family time. Tutu loves the
texture of dough. When the cookies are just freshly
out of the oven, | enjoy one with a cup of coffee. This
is what | call quality family time. I still remember how
| spent time with my family growing up: wrapping
dumplings with my mum and dad was my favourite
thing.
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About ACIAC

The Australia-China Institute for Arts

and Culture (ACIAC) at Western Sydney
University was founded for the purpose of
facilitating collaboration and engagement
between Australia and China in a culturally
smart way.

ACIAC positions itself as a hub and national
resource centre for arts and cultural
exchange between Australia and China and
across the Sinosphere, and for cross-cultural
collaborative research in the arts and other
cultural fields.

ACIAC promotes exchanges between
Western Sydney University and its partner
universities overseas in China, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Singapore. Each year, it engages
with the local community in Western Sydney
and particularly with ethnic Chinese groups,
businesses and individuals and launches
significant new research programs of

relevance to the Australia-China relationship.
Building on the research strengths of
Western Sydney University and on existing
exchange programs in the University, ACIAC
will stay committed to the enhancement of
bilateral understanding between members
of Australian and Chinese cultures and to the
development of deeper ties through an open,
intellectual and dynamic engagement.

For more information, please visit
westernsydney.edu.au/aciac/about
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Please share your erory by drawing or writing







westernsydney.edu.au/ACIAC

Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture
Ground Floor, Building EA,

Parramatta South Campus

Western Sydney University

Locked Bag 1797

Penrith NSW 2751 Australia

Contact Information
Phone: +61 2 9685 9944
Email: aciac@westernsydney.edu.au




