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Platypuses, black swans and the new (not so) normal

Professor James Arvanitakis 
Pro Vice Chancellor (Engagement)

Twitter: @jarvanitakis
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I would like to acknowledge that we are here today 
on the land of the Gadigal and Bidjigal peoples who 
traditionally occupied the Sydney coast. 

My journey
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First in family…. 
Me in 1986



7/09/2020

6

My journey
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My journey
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(Or how I almost lost my job)
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My first invigilated 
exam
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Four daily emotions
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(Or how Covid19 is not that different)
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(Or how we have learnt to adjust)
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(Or how Covid19 has accelerated change)
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5. Remain human centered

(Actually 7)



7/09/2020

26



7/09/2020

27



7/09/2020

28



7/09/2020

29

Skills v. Culture

Our journey

Our journey



7/09/2020

30

Skills v. Culture

Our journey

5. Be generous
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https://www.jamesarvanitakis.net/on-collegiality-and-
civility-or-9-tips-on-not-being-an-academic-jerk/

https://www.jamesarvanitakis.net/on-collegiality-and-civility-or-9-tips-on-not-being-an-academic-jerk/
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Thank you!
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