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Since the beginning of 2000s Turkey has been experiencing a major democratic
backsliding and a rise of authoritarianism under the reign of Justice and
Development Party (AKP). The political and social transformations of the last
two decades have fostered feelings of dissent and frustration among those
disenchanted by the regime, triggering an outflux of migration amidst a group of
educated, secular white collars from affluent classes who feel their ways-of-life
are being threatened. While many of these migrants are seeking refuge in EU
countries, in milieu of this broader flow, the dynamics of Turkish migration to
Australia have also been affected. In this talk, I map out some nuances of this
contemporary outflow of migration from Turkey and reflect on the experiences of
highly skilled Turkish migrants in Sydney. I first discuss the socio-political
conjuncture in Tukey and explore how this setting has triggered a surge of
emigration. Then, I shift my focus to my ethnography and unpack some key
findings. Developing the concepts of ‘reluctant migrant’ and ‘just-in-case
citizenship’ as analytical tools, I probe into the ways in which contemporary
highly skilled Turkish-Australians are negotiating their migratory experiences.
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Gökçen Karanfil is a Professor in the Faculty of Communication at Izmir
University of Economics in Turkey. His academic interests focus on media
theory, media sociology, transnational media and Turkish migration. He received
his PhD from ANU in 2007, studying the impact of satellite television on Turkish-
Australians. He is currently an honorary visiting Professor at the Institute for
Culture and Society, carrying out research on highly skilled Turkish migrants in
Sydney. 
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