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Western Sydney University 

Parramatta South Campus 

Hosted by  
Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture  

School of Humanities and Communication Arts (Music) 

Due to popular demand, abstracts are now due on 1 August 2020.  
This symposium may consequently be moved to a later date. A followup announcement will 

be made pending government advice regarding COVID-19 travel 
restrictions. Please continue to visit the website for updates.  

usic has been an intrinsic part of human spirituality for centuries. The spiritual efficacy 
of music is a well-acknowledged fact in social and scholarly discourse, from songs 
received through dreams in northeast Arnhem Land, to the highly ritualised repertories 

of Confucian worship (Marrett 2005; Russell and Wilkins 2012; Steben 2012). 

Music and Spirituality calls for papers and creative works expounding this age-old phenomenon with 
special attention to intercultural and interdisciplinary practice in the new millennium. With the ongoing 
development of transnationalism and further emergence of hybrid forms, what is the future of the time-
honoured relationship between music and spirituality as we advance into the next decade of the digital 
age? 
 
This symposium takes place at Western Sydney University (Parramatta South Campus) from Friday 11 to 
Saturday 12 September. It culminates in a concert at the iconic Riverside Theatre on Sunday 13 
September 2020 to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Sydney Sacred Music Festival (SSMF), 
directed by Richard Petkovic.  

We acknowledge that our symposium will be held on the traditional land of Burramattagal people of the 
Darug nation. 

THEMES 
Under the theme of “spirituality, music and the arts in the contemporary world”, academics, art 
practitioners, spiritual leaders and adherents are invited to submit original research abstracts 
addressing the following sub-themes: 

๏ Indigenous reflections 
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We welcome proposals on music and the arts in Indigenous and First National communities, and 
encourage papers focussing on the role of women and female-led performative contexts. 

๏ Chinese musical spirituality 
Socio-political and cultural explorations from antiquity to the present are welcome, as are studies on the 
music and related artforms of ethnic minorities, and other subgroups within China and the greater 
Chinese diaspora. 

๏ Intercultural and interdisciplinary connections  
Hybridity and the ‘third space’ remains a topical notion with the continued concatenation of ideas, 
beliefs, languages and ways of life in globalised society. We seek recent and new studies on this topic 
and any insightful observations from practitioners and scholars in this field. 

๏ Traditionalism and ritual  
To what extent does the performative aspect of traditional ritual resound with personal beliefs and 
cultural identity? Papers responding to this question and related inquiries are welcome.  

๏ Contemporary and interfaith worship 
Since the twentieth century, a mass of liberal and evangelical movements have emerged in response to 
a changing world. We welcome any studies on emerging artforms connected to these new movements.  

๏ Music and healing therapies 
Although scientifically hard to quantify, music has appeared to provide long lasting health benefits for 
centuries. We invite scholars to discuss the healing potential of music for human well being. 

Music and Spirituality is open to papers that do not directly address the sub-themes above, but draw 
on the general topic of spirituality, music and the arts.  
 
KEYNOTES SPEAKERS 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
We welcome proposals in the form of paper panels, individual papers, and creative works as detailed 
below: 

๏ Panels | 90-120 minutes (3-4 x 20 minute papers with 10 minute question time) 
• provide your title, name, institution (if applicable) and panel name 
• state your sub-theme(s) 
• submit an abstract of 250-300 words for the panel and individual abstracts of 250 words 

๏ Individual papers | 20 minutes with 10 minute question time   
• provide your title, name, institution (if applicable) and paper name 
• state your sub-theme(s) 
• submit an abstract of 250 words   

๏ Creative works  | 10 minutes with 10 minute question time 1

• provide your title, name, institution (if applicable) and paper name 
• state your sub-theme(s) 
• submit an abstract of 250 words with any necessary AV files or URL links  
• proposals may include  

Emeritus Professor Larry Sitsky AO (Australian National University) 

Professor YU Hui (Yunnan University) 

Associate Professor Bruce Crossman (Western Sydney University)

 Music (live, pre-recorded), film, animation, dance, visual art, mixed media.1
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Special Guest Artist: 
Dr WANG Zhengting 

(Melbourne Conservatorium of Music)

https://westernsydney.edu.au/aciac/music_and_performing_arts/music_and_spirituality_symposium_2020/keynotes
https://westernsydney.edu.au/aciac/music_and_performing_arts/music_and_spirituality_symposium_2020/submission_guidelines


- solo or collaborative projects 
- work-in-progress projects 
- completed projects (published or unpublished) 
- live and pre-recorded components (please state technical requirements) 

Please submit all proposals as a word document attachment to Ms Lindsay Liu (Project Officer/
Executive Assistant to the Director) lindsay.liu@westernsydney.edu.au by Saturday 1 August 2020, 5 
pm (UTC+10:00). 

KEY DATES 
๏ Saturday 1 August 2020         submission of proposals  

๏ Monday 17 August 2020         notification of accepted proposals   

๏ Monday 31 August 2020         announcement of program 

FEES 

LANGUAGE 
The language of communication and presentation is English. In the case of scholars from China who 
may need assistance, interpreting services will be provided free-of-charge by the Australia-China 
Institute for Arts and Culture (WSU). 

PUBLICATION 
A proposal has been made to ANU Press Music for the publication of an edited collection using double 
blind peer review. This collection includes both discursive text and artistic outputs (embedded 
hyperlinks or playlist). 

CONTACT & FURTHER INFORMATION 
For all enquiries, or to make suggestions and provide feedback, please contact: 
Dr Nicholas Ng (Research Fellow) nicholas.ng@westernsydney.edu.au. 

For further details on the symposium themes, fees and other information, please visit:  
westernsydney.edu.au/music_and_spirituality_symposium. 

PARTNERS  

last updated Thursday 11 June 2020

Early Bird Full Fee (non-presenters) Presenters Students Conference dinner

$150 $200 $100 $100 $40
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