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INFORMATION FOR APPLICANT
Please read all the information below before filling out the Right of Access to Thesis form.

Complete this form by TYPING over the fields and ticking the boxes.

GRSC4867

In providing my personal information to the University, I understand that, other than as authorised by law, the University will only use this information for the purposes for which it is being collected in accordance with the University’s 
functions and activities associated with my enrolment. In some instances, the University may need to disclose information to any Government department which administers or has authority regarding education or immigration policy and 
law and any other Government agencies (State, Territory or Federal, an affiliated entity of the University, or to third parties for the purposes of recovering unpaid University fees or other debts owed to the University, and I consent to such 
disclosure. I also understand that all information will be collected, stored, accessed and disseminated or destroyed in accordance with privacy, records management and other relevant laws, and the University’s policies.

RIGHT OF ACCESS TO HDR THESIS 
HIGHER DEGREE RESEARCH

GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOOL
grs.exams@westernsydney.edu.au

1. PERSONAL DETAILS

Student ID   Title

        

First name        Surname

Email address (non-Western Sydney University)   Phone number (non-Western Sydney University)

2. THESIS INFORMATION

Thesis title 

Degree

Principal Supervisor

3 - ACCESS RIGHTS

A copy of your thesis will be provided to Western Sydney University Library for the purposes of preservation and access to 
research.

Details of Western Sydney University research theses are made available via the Western Sydney University Research 
Repository: ResearchDirect. Open access to the full text is provided where permission has been granted by the author.

You must review the ‘Important Information - Advice to Authors’ before choosing your preference below:

Option A – The full text of the thesis can be made openly available via a descriptive record in ResearchDirect.

Option B – Only the descriptive record (including abstract) for the thesis can be made openly available via ResearchDirect 
until the specified embargo end date.

The embargo is applicable from the date in ‘Section 6 – Declaration’ and is for a maximum period of three (3) years, unless 
a further embargo is requested and approved.

Embargo end date: 

Option C – Only the descriptive record (including abstract) for the thesis can ever be made openly available via 
ResearchDirect.

D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 

https://researchdirect.westernsydney.edu.au
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4. NON-THESIS COMPONENTS

Your thesis may contain non-thesis/non-textual components. You must review the ‘Important Information – Advice to Authors’ 
and tick the box below if this applies to your thesis.

        This thesis includes a non-thesis/non-textual component.

5. THIRD PARTY COPYRIGHT CONTENT

If the thesis includes material for which a third party owns copyright (e.g. photographs, tables, graphs, text or published 
articles), the author must obtain specific permission to include that content in a thesis that is made available in ResearchDirect. 
This permission differs from the permission to include the content in a thesis for examination because ResearchDirect is a 
publicly available repository.

Provide details of any material in the thesis which has been published elsewhere and/or is subject to copyright. Attach evidence 
of relevant permissions to this form if available.

6. DECLARATION

For Option A, I understand that as a condition of submitting my thesis for examination, I grant Western Sydney University 
permission to make the full thesis available in ResearchDirect from the date the form is signed. I understand that once the full 
thesis has been made available in ResearchDirect, it is not possible revert to Option B or C without completing a new Right of 
Access to HDR Thesis form. Downloads of the thesis which have already occurred are outside the control of Western Sydney 
University.

For Option B, I understand that as a condition of submitting my thesis for examination, I grant Western Sydney University 
permission to make the full thesis available in ResearchDirect after a maximum period of three (3) years from the date this form 
is signed. I understand that if I wish to request a further embargo at that time, a new Right of Access to HDR Thesis form should 
be completed and signed by all approving parties.

For Option C, I understand that as a condition of submitting my thesis for examination, I do not grant Western Sydney 
University permission to make the full thesis available in ResearchDirect. I understand that the restriction will remain in place 
unless I complete a new Right of Access to HDR Thesis form.

Name:        

Signature:                 Date:

For Option B or Option C, please provide a clear justification for the requested embargo duration:

D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 
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8. HOW TO SUBMIT THIS FORM

Please submit this form and any supporting documentation via email to the Graduate Research School:  
grs.exams@westernsydney.edu.au

7. APPROVALS

School Dean, HDR or Institute Director – Option B or Option C Only

Name:

        
Signature:          Date:

Comments:

D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 

Principal Supervisor – Option A, Option B or Option C

Name:

        
Signature:          Date:

Comments:

D D / M M / Y Y Y Y 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Advice to Authors 

Option A - Under this option, the author grants the University a licence to make the thesis openly available in ResearchDirect 
where it may be viewed and downloaded without further permission from the author. The descriptive details including the 
abstract may also be shared with external databases. The thesis remains protected by the Australian Copyright Act 1968. It is 
expected that most authors will elect this option, as normally there is no reason to restrict access to a thesis. 

Option B - Under this option, only the descriptive details including the abstract will be made available in ResearchDirect during 
the specified embargo period. On the embargo end date, full access to the thesis will be permitted (as per Option A). The 
restriction period will not usually exceed one (1) year, unless suitable justification is approved. In order to extend the restriction 
beyond the maximum three (3) years, the author must complete a new Right of Access to HDR Thesis form.

Option C - Under this option, the full thesis will be permanently excluded from ResearchDirect. Only the descriptive details 
including the abstract will ever be available. This option should only be applied in extreme cases where it is important to protect 
the content of the thesis, such as for intellectual property or ethics reasons.

Non-thesis/Non-textual Components - If your thesis includes a non-thesis/non-textual component (such as a creative 
component), the Library will contact you to discuss access options. For example, you may choose to only provide access to 
your exegesis, or you may have work in other file formats (such as music, photographs or artwork) that you would like to make 
available.
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Requests to Access a Restricted Thesis

If a request to access the thesis for the purposes of private study or research is received during the specified embargo period, 
the University Library must obtain the approval of the appropriate School Dean or Institute Director before copying or making 
the thesis available. Where possible, the author of the thesis will be consulted when a request has been made to provide an 
individual with access.

Copyright

The University Library can make a copy or communicate a copy of an unpublished thesis without infringing copyright, if the user 
requires the copy for the  purposes of research or study as set out in Section 51 (2) Copyright Act, 1968:

“If the manuscript, or a reproduction, of an unpublished thesis or other similar literary work is kept in a library of a 
university or other similar institution, or in an archives, the copyright in the thesis or other work is not infringed by 
the making or communication of a reproduction of the thesis or other work by or on behalf of the officer in charge 
of the library or archives if the reproduction is supplied (whether by communication or otherwise) to a person who 
satisfies an authorized officer of the library or archives that he or she requires the reproduction for the purposes of 
research or study.”

Western Sydney University retains the right to restrict public access to a thesis held by the University Library, if the author of a 
thesis has placed an embargo as per the conditions in ‘Section 4 – Declaration’.

Third Party Copyright Content

If the thesis includes material for which a third party owns copyright (e.g. photographs, tables, graphs, text or published 
articles), the author must obtain specific permission to include that content in the thesis available in ResearchDirect. This 
permission differs from permission to include in a thesis for examination. If it cannot be obtained, that material must be omitted 
from the ResearchDirect copy of the thesis with a notation describing the removed content.

Intellectual Property

For advice about managing the intellectual property, contact: ip@westernsydney.edu.au 

http://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/cth/consol_act/ca1968133/s51.html
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