
 

 

 

Western Sydney University Research Symposium 

‘Our Languages Matter’ 

Call for Papers and Posters 

 

Western Sydney University spans the ancestral lands of the Darug, Tharawal (Dharawal), 

Gundungurra, Wiradjuri and Bundjalung peoples. The University attaches the highest priority to 

engaging and partnering with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders and community, to 

enhance Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander student access, participation, retention, and success in 

higher education. The University enables a breadth of research and project work undertaken by or 

with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals, communities and organisations.  

To build on this expertise and share knowledge throughout the community, Western Sydney 

University hosts an annual symposium to showcase and reflect on research and project work with 

and by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander individuals, communities and organisations. The 

symposium brings people together to share knowledge and experience – whether with regard to 

research, teaching and/or project work – and identify core issues, objectives, and aspirations. The 

symposium, proudly hosted by the University’s Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Engagement; Pro 

Vice-Chancellor Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Leadership; and Provost Parramatta South 

campus, aims to be inspiring, evocative and provocative, with attendees encouraged to bring their 

passion and creativity to their presentation and event.  

In alignment with the 2017 NAIDOC Week theme, the focus for this year’s symposium is ‘Our 

Languages Matter’. The intention of this theme is to honour Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

languages and, in particular, highlight the importance of languages in preserving Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander history and culture.  

 “Aboriginal and Torres Strait languages are not just a means of communication, they express 

knowledge about everything: law, geography, history, family and human relationships, philosophy, 

religion, anatomy, childcare, health, caring for country, astronomy, biology and food” (National 

NAIDOC Committee Co-Chair, Anne Martin, 2017).  

Abstracts of no more than 250 words for papers and posters are invited for submission by 5pm on 

Monday, 4 September 2017. Your abstract will need to speak to the core conference theme of ‘Our 

Languages Matter’. In addition, your submission will need to specify which of the following sub-

themes you will address:  

• Wellbeing and Health  

• Education, Learning, and Language  



• Environment and Place  

• Culture, Community, and Knowledge Practices  

• Economy, Law, Business, and Entrepreneurship  

• Other – if you feel your work does not address any of the above themes, please tell us the one 

word that you think best captures your work.  

The symposium will showcase existing and developing networks and themes for the future in 

research, teaching and professional work, so papers and posters can document past, current, or 

future activities. The call is open to all staff, students and community members interested or 

working in this space. Please specify in your submission whether you prefer to present a paper (10 

minutes) or a poster (3 minutes).   

Please note the paper format. To provoke enlivened discussion, all papers must follow a strict 2-slide 

limit for PowerPoint or Presi, and authors must provide an overview of their presentation, of no 

more than 2 pages, by 22 September 2017.  

All presenters will have an opportunity of submitting their papers for inclusion in the subsequent 

proceedings. 

Abstracts will be subject to peer review and selection in line with the core conference theme and 

sub-themes.  

For more information, please contact: 

Yvonne Gatt, Engagement Facilitator  

or  

Jodie Sale, Executive Officer  

from the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Engagement; Pro Vice-Chancellor Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Leadership; and Provost Parramatta South campus  

 

Please ensure that you use the University’s preferred terminology in your title, abstract, and 

presentation.  

[see] 

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/oatsiee/aboriginal_and_torres_strait_islander_employment_a

nd_engagement/workplace_relations 
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