
ABSTRACT 
 
Since their widespread introduction in 
the early 20th Century, vaccinations have 
saved millions of lives worldwide, and have 
near to eradicated some diseases in several 
countries.[1]  Vaccination in Australia, 
although not mandatory, is strongly and 
actively encouraged through pervasive 
education campaigns, financial incentives 
and administrative requirements.  Despite 
this, approximately 10 per cent of children 
in Australia are not fully vaccinated against 
vaccine preventable diseases[2] and every 
year thousands of Australians are infected 
with one of these diseases.
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