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Announcement 
 

Institute Name Change 

    

 

Western Sydney University announces that the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture (ACIAC) will 

now be known as the Institute for Australian and Chinese Arts and Culture (IAC) (澳华艺术文化研究院). 
Australia is home to more than one million people of Chinese descent with a wide range of identities, life 
histories, views and places of origin. The name change is made to better reflect the Institute’s focus on 
centuries-old and emerging Chinese arts and culture in China, Australia and around the world, including a 
new generation of artists and writers of Chinese heritage.  

    

 

The Chey Scholarship 

    

  

The Institute for Australian and Chinese Arts and Culture (IAC) at Western Sydney University is pleased to 
announce that the Chey Scholarship has been established for commencing students enrolled in the Master of 
Cross-Cultural Relations, jointly offered with the School of Humanities and Communication Arts and Graduate 
Research School. This degree program aims to meet the needs of cultural institutions, creative industries, media, 
and government departments in their increasing international engagement. The Chey Scholarship is to encourage 
more people to consider a career in the arts or cultural management and media, or in related academic work. It 
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recognises that the world is ever more connected across cultures, and that cultural exchanges promote creativity 
and innovation as well as friendship. This scholarship is named for the Foundation Director of IAC, Jocelyn Chey, 
and her late husband Moon Lin Chey. 

Find out more >> 

    

 

Register for 
Chinese Australian History Online Seminar Series 2 

(Lecture 7)  
    

 

 

Zoom Details: 
 

Date: Thursday, 2 December 2021 
 

Time: 4-5pm AEST 
 

Register HERE to receive the Zoom link 
 
Abstract 
Following Federation, Chinese-Aboriginal families in Queensland laboured under numerous legislative 
frameworks including the Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act (1897) which could be 
construed as designed to discourage the existence of these families. Simultaneously Indigenous and Alien in their 
own Country, Aboriginal women either legally married to or in long-term relationships with Chinese men, were 
subjected to scrutiny by the local police engaged in their diverse legislative roles. The ambiguous status of these 
women led to widespread confusion by those in authority of how they should be treated resulting in unequal 
application of the law. For example, under the War Precautions (Alien Registration) Regulations 1916, only some 
Aboriginal women and their Queensland-born children were registered with the Chinese husbands. Other families 
were either ignored or referred to higher authorities by the local Protectors. This intense surveillance generated 
a trail of correspondence some of which is preserved in the Queensland State Archives and the National Archives 
of Australia. 
 
This presentation follows several families as they negotiate the legislation and the individuals charged with 
mediating their relationships and way of life. It will also focus on the research methodology undertaken and 
highlight the existence of record sets which will be of interest to the descendants of Chinese-Aboriginal families 
from across Northern Australia.  

Find out more >> 
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Community Engagement 

    

 

 

This project, initiated by Burwood Council, brings together 9 of the finest performers from the Open Academy
Rising Stars program at Sydney Conservatorium. Mostly resident in Burwood, our young musicians present a 
musical feast that is truly inspiring not simply by virtuosity alone, but due to the many emotions that reflect our 
recent time of extended lockdown and the release that followed. This program has been curated by Dr Nicholas 
Ng (Research Fellow, Institute for Australian and Chinese Arts and Culture) with advice from Joy Lee, Rising 
Stars Artistic Advisor. 

Find out more >>
 

     

 

Catch-up Online 
 

Symposium: Music and Spirituality (Recording) 
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Music and Spirituality, our much anticipated online symposium held on 13 to 14 September 2021 was a great 
success involving 19 universities from around the world with presentations from Australia, Brazil, China, 
Germany, Iran, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Malta, North America and the United Kingdom. Two quotes 
sum up the central themes of the Symposium: “We can travel to God by bus or foot, but the quickest way is through 
music” (Dr Banu Şenay, University of Macquarie) and “When it comes to love, there is no border” (Dr Polina 
Dessiatnitchenko, Waseda University). You may view our symposium sessions here 
 
In particular, we are pleased to feature Shy Like Blushing Flowers: "Strange Invisible Perfume", composed by our 
very own Associate Professor Bruce Crossman (https://vimeo.com/253546334 at 30:40) and the innovative 
performance of Monkey King Concerto—Movement I for sheng 笙(Chinese mouth-blown reed instrument) and 
orchestra with soloist Dr Wang Zhengting from the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 
(https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=uGYot1Au3RU&feature=share). 

Find out more >> 

    

 

Chinese Australian History Online Seminar 
Series 2 

 

(Lecture 6) Recording 

    

 

 

Upcoming 

Zhao Dalu Online Exhibition and Artist Interview 
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Zhao Dalu Exhibition: The Lives was overwhelmingly well received when it was opened earlier this year in 
May. Sadly, the subsequent lockdown in greater Sydney cut public access to the exhibition short. To enable a 
wider audience to view this amazing artist’s great diversity of artworks in a more engaging and creative way, we 
will soon launch an online audio-visual version which includes more artworks. This new version is accompanied 
by the original music of highly celebrated musicians Nicholas Ng and Julian Wong.  

Find out more >> 

    

 

IAC Partner Event 
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The Foundation for Australian Studies in China (FASIC) is pleased to announce its online sustainability 
symposium series!  
 
 
Tuesday November 23, 10am CST, 1pm AEDT 
The Future of Australia-China Higher Education Ties. Register here: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4783922734728054544 
 
 
Friday November 26, 10am CST, 1pm AEDT 
Australian Studies in China and East Asia. Register here: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4751326613014723086 
 
 
Monday November 29, 10am CST, 1pm AEDT 
Working Together on Water: Approaches and Exchanges in Water Management. Register here: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1841124942966312206 
 
 
This event is free, registration is essential.  

    

 

Visit IAC: westernsydney.edu.au/IAC 
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