
 

  

 

 
DESTINATION AND DATES 
Timor-Leste    
21 June to 19 July 2019 
 
LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION 
English 
 
ABOUT THE PROGRAM 
This initiative offered by the School of Humanities and Communication Arts will provide 10 students with a life changing experience 
in Timor-Leste (East Timor). Students will spend four weeks producing short documentary profiles of East Timorese university 
students in the capital Dili and surrounding districts as interns with a local media production centre, Casa de Produção Audio-visual 
(CPA). The Timorese student profiles will be combined with profiles of WSU students to form part of an interactive online 
documentary, Mobile Stories, which aims to build an on going connection between students in the neighbouring countries. Mobile 
Stories will act as a co-production between Western Sydney University and CPA giving students a real world production credit. 
 
Established in 2003, CPA is Timor-Leste’s premier multi-media production centre that seeks to promote peace-building and 
sustainable development through audiovisual productions broadcast on television and online. By participating in this program 
students will add significant value to their graduate attributes and professional portfolio, which will in turn strengthen employment 
prospects upon graduating. Students will also learn about Timor-Leste's history, cultures, languages and challenges facing the 
young developing nation. In doing so they will develop the unique production skills required for participatory development 
communication. 

 
As interns, students will work together in teams, supported by two WSU staff and local staff from CPA. The academic tour leader, 
Wendy Chandler, has extensive experience working and living in Timor-Leste over many years. Chandler’s wealth of local 
knowledge and connections in Timor-Leste will ensure this opportunity is particularly unique and culturally valuable for students.  
 
Prior to departure students will also be expected to produce a number of short documentary profiles of WSU students under the 
close supervision and support of Wendy Chandler. These documentary profiles are expected to be very short as together they will 
collectively build the online documentary, Mobile Stories. The completed work will be showcased on the WSU website and will 
serve as a model for curriculum development in creative online storytelling. The individual profiles will also be screened at events in 
Timor-Leste and Sydney. The project aims to support long lasting relationships between Western Sydney University students, CPA 
and communities in Timor-Leste. 
 
It is essential that students planning to apply can demonstrate strong media production skills and an interest in social issues. All 
students taking part in this study tour project will be required to take part in a series of preparation meetings pre-departure which 
will include basic language and cultural training. They will also be required to take part in further language training on arrival in 
Timor-Leste. 
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WILL I RECEIVE ACADEMIC CREDIT? 
Students can take part in this study tour as a co-curricular activity for which they do not receive any university course credit. 
Alternatively, students can undertake this project as part of the following unit(s):  
 
Media Arts Project (101938 Autumn 2019) 
This is a core Unit in the Bachelor of Screen Media or the Bachelor of Communication (Media Arts and Production). 
 
International Special Study (102193 Spring 2019)  
This is an accredited Unit for the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Communication and Bachelor of International Studies undergraduate 
degrees. 
 
Students can enrol in either of the two Level 3 Units (10 credit points). Students may also choose to enrol in both these two units to 
claim 20 credit points.  
 
Students who are successful in their application will be put in touch with the relevant Academic Course Advisor to discuss unit 
options available to them. Students will then discuss how the work can be integrated into the relevant units with the project leader 
and the unit coordinators. 
 
WHERE WILL I BE STAYING OVERSEAS? 
For the majority of the tour students will be staying in shared accommodation in the capital Dili. During some field trips, which are a 
long drive from Dili, students will stay in local accommodation. This may be very basic. WSU staff will be staying in private 
rooms in the same accommodation provider as students. 
 
WHAT WILL I ELSE CAN I DO AND SEE IN TIMOR-LESTE? 
Timor-Leste, despite its recent turbulent past, has become a peaceful democracy. Timor-Leste is almost untouched by tourism. 
Only a one-hour flight from Darwin, Timor-Leste is a hidden gem with superb and diverse untouched natural beauty comprising of 
beautiful beaches, tropical forests, large mountain ranges and pristine coral reefs. On days off students may choose to travel around 
Timor-Leste but will need to cover any costs associated with this travel. The accommodation provider can assist with safe and 
reliable short tours. 
 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 
This project is supported by a New Colombo Plan travel grant. This will cover return airfares to Timor-Leste and accommodation, 
breakfast and airport transfers in Dili.  
 
The costs listed below will need to be self-funded: 
• Visa ($30 USD) 
• Vaccinations 
• Lunch and Dinner (Dinner is available at the accommodation provider for $4 USD) 
• Bus and taxi travel in Dili (Buses cost per trip 25 cents USD, Taxis range from $1 to $10 USD depending on the length of the 

trip) 
• Accommodation outside of Dili (Approx 2 nights $30-$50 USD) 
• Personal expenses 
• Additional optional activities 
• Transport to/from Sydney Airport 
 
WHAT IS THE NEW COLOMBO PLAN MOBILITY GRANT?  
The New Colombo Plan (NCP) Mobility Grant is valued at $3000 per student. The NCP is a signature initiative of the Australian 
Government, which aims to lift knowledge of the Indo-Pacific in Australia by supporting Australian undergraduates to study and 
undertake internships in the region 
 
WHAT IS OS-HELP? 
You may be eligible for OS-HELP, a deferred HELP debt loan for undergraduate Australian citizens. Loans of $3000 and $7700 are 
available. Academic recognition is required; have completed 80 credit points of study, and have 10 credit points remaining on 
return. For further financial assistance, please see the Overseas Experiences webpage. 

http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/unit.aspx?unit=101938.4
http://handbook.westernsydney.edu.au/hbook/unit.aspx?unit=102193.1
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/globalmobility/goglobal/home/info_for_uws_staff/student_steps


 

 

 
AM I ELIGIBLE FOR THIS EXPERIENCE? 
This project is particularly suitable for Screen Media and Bachelor of Communication students who are undertaking a major in Media 
Arts and are in their 3rd year of studies. It is also relevant to other Bachelor of Communication students as well as Bachelor of Visual 
Communication, Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of International Studies students.  
 
To be eligible you must be: 
• an Australian citizen 
• enrolled in an undergraduate degree at Western Sydney University 
• have not previously received a New Colombo Plan Mobility Grant 
• Note: The Government requires that 70% of participants in a New Colombo Plan experience should be between the ages of 18 

and 28. Therefore 30% of participants can be 29 and over. If you are over the age of 28, you are still encouraged to submit an 
Expression of Interest.  

 
HOW TO APPLY 
To be considered for this opportunity, please submit an Expression of Interest by February 1st 2019.   
 
You will be required to answer the following questions: 
• What is your motivation for wanting to participate in this project in Timor-Leste? (up to 150 words)  
• How do you see your participation contributing to your career? (up to 150 words)  
• Tell us about your media production experience. You may choose to provide links to an example of your work.  
 
Shortlisted applicants will be asked to attend an interview. 
 
FURTHER ADVICE 
For more details about the project, please contact: Wendy Chandler via email w.chandler@westernsydney.edu.au 

 

 

https://www.research.net/r/Timor-Leste
mailto:w.chandler@westernsydney.edu.au
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