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PROJECT-BASED LEARNING

WHAT IS IT?
Project-based learning is a dynamic student-centred approach in which students gain knowledge and skills by designing, planning and carrying out 
a project where they are required to investigate and respond to an engaging and complex problem, or challenge. This can occur as a collaborative 
and/or independent project over an extended period of time. Project-based learning begins with the end product or presentation in mind, which 
serves as evidence of their learning process and engagement with the problem or challenge. 

WHY USE IT?
• Project-based learning is grounded on experience motivating 

students to ‘learn by doing’ through the exploration of authentic 
problems, working with others, and in building real solutions, which 
increases students’ interest and value of the learning process.

• Project-based learning activities provide opportunities for students 
to foster creativity as they develop high quality, authentic products 
or presentations that show evidence of their engagement with real 
world situations, which may be adapted for their future courses. 

• In the process of completing their projects, students are given the 
opportunity to gain a deep understanding of concepts by exercising 
their problem solving, decision-making and investigative skills.

WHAT COULD I USE?
• vUWS Tools - Group Tools, Journal, Self and Peer Assessment
• Mindmap apps for brainstorming and development of ideas
• Presentation tools like Prezi, PowerPoint, for end product/s
• Learning Studio or Collaborative Learning Spaces

CONSIDERATIONS
• In project-based learning, the primary role of the instructor is to 

facilitate student learning through guidance and feedback during 
the learning process. 

• In order to make a project more meaningful to students, they need 
to have a voice and choice in the project process. Present students 
with opportunities to develop their own approaches to tackling a 
problem, for instance, how to design, create, and present the end 
product/s. It may be useful to provide a framework of options to 
prevent students from becoming overwhelmed by choices.

• Project-based learning can work as independent and/or small group 
projects where students can develop confidence and self-direction 
as they move through both team-based and independent work.

HOW DO I DO IT?
1. An authentic problem or situation is central in giving students 

a sense of purpose and challenge. The question should be 
provocative, open-ended, complex, and linked to core concepts, 
theories or practices.

2. Give students time and opportunities to build such skills as 
collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and the use of 
technology, which will serve them well in the workplace.

3. Instructors should set learning goals, including timelines and 
milestones to assess student progress and provide feedback. 

4. In addition to providing direct feedback, use rubrics for self and 
peer review of project outcomes and processes.
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