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Abstract

This seminar will consider divergent urban futures in uncertain times. It will proceed in three acts.
Naomi Hay will open with reflections on the report and associated exhibition of “Relocating Australian
Communities at Risk: Strategies and Actions in Time". The report opens with a recognition that
“communities impacted by consecutive climate-related disasters are grappling with the question of
how and where to rebuild, with relocation emerging as an increasingly necessary option.” The report’s
authors call for the creation of a national relocation strategy and associated authority, aided by a
process of dynamic risk mapping and the identification of skills, and resources needed for relocation.
The second act juxtaposes this strategic vision of mobile urbanism with current plans for the
development of Bradfield City, drawing on Noam Maitless'’s insights from prior aerotropolis projects to
question siting this “sustainable urban centre” in a locale that will experience intensifying
consequences of climate impacts of all types. The third and final act will enrol Tony Fry, Cameron
Tonkinwise, Naomi, and Noam in a conversation that wrestles with the complexity and urgency of a
problem that may require Australia to move whole communities, and to rethink and redirect
infrastructure and resources—a task that will require new techniques for understanding and
anticipating futures, and new forms of governance.
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