HAVE YOU EVER WANTED TO
GO ON SAFARI TO AFRICA?
DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN POSSIBLY GO
AS PART OF YOUR DEGREE?
Seeking Expressions of Interest: Late June to July 2017 Study Trip to the Kruger National Park

What is on offer?

Western Sydney academic staff
will take students on an intensive
July two-week study abroad unit
in the Kruger National Park located
in South Africa this late-June to
early-July between semesters. The
Kruger National Park is one of the
world’s great parks, with a rich
array of species including elephant,
lion, giraffe, hippo, rhino, leopard,
cheetah, warthog, zebra, hyena,
and is home to over 400 species of
birds and thousands of plants. On
the trip, you will study in the field.
Your lectures are out in the park
with game guards and in a private
teaching/research centre inside the
boundaries of the park.

What does the Unit entail?

The unit focuses on the history,
politics, philosophy, management,
and science of the Kruger
National Park. It is designed for
students interested in studying
environmental issues from
interdisciplinary perspectives. The
unit will study the evolution of the
savanna ecosystem in southern
Africa, examine the history of the
various human groups that have
called the Kruger home, look at
the science and management
of savanna, and explore current
challenges that national parks
face in the face of economic
development, social change, and
environmental fluctuation.

Will the unit count towards your
course?
You need space for an elective
within your degree. The unit will be
listed as the International Special
Study (102193) and can be taken as
an elective by students inside and
outside of International Relations
and Asian Studies major. It is a
10-credit point unit requiring a
travel journal, an essay, and an oral
presentation.

In addition to required readings,
the unit includes daily drives in an
open-topped game-viewing vehicle
and field-based experiences and
lectures within the actual park.
Field excursions will take place with

historical and scientific experts and
will be guarded by SAN Parks game
guides who will ensure safety. The
lectures will help to reinforce key
concepts and to give students a
close-up view of the Kruger.

Accommodation and other
arrangements

Accommodation is provided in
a research housing dormitory in
the staff housing area of Skukuza,
co-located with researchers and
officials who work and live in the
park. Housing will be in dorms.
Meals, accommodation, and
transport will be covered by costs.
The site is not located in the main
camp and you are not able to walk

outside the fence at night because
of animals.
The Kruger National Park is located
within a malarial area. July is low
season for malaria, but prophylactics
(anti-malarial medication) will be
advised for students, ensuring
safety. Please see information by the
Kruger National Park.

Please Note

The class involves hikes in the field
with armed game-guards. There is
a risk of animal, poisonous snakes
and tick bites. On entering the
park students must sign a waiver
to SAN-Parks relating to hazards.
Your safety is our #1 concern. Our
provider has had no serious safety
problem in over tens years of
managing study abroad trips with
daily excursions into the field. All
field excursions are led by one or
more staff and escorted by 2 or 3
official game rangers with rifles.
You are required to attend field
excursions so you must be able to
walk up to 10 km in up to 30 degree
weather.

What does it cost?

The total cost is expected to be
around $6,470 exclusive of the cost
of the unit credits. Students are
expected to cover this cost either
using private money or drawing on
OS-Help loans.
OS-Help loans provide up to $6,470
for study trips outside of Asia. The
loans are added onto any HELP
loans you may be taking out for
study.

What do you need to do?

Please email Dr Brett Bennett, at
b.bennett@westernsydney.edu.au to

register your interest by Wednesday,
30 March 2017. Spaces are limited. If
you are not accepted to this trip but
meet the criteria you will be put on
the first space in the next trip.
Your application must include the
following:
1. MySR screen shot showing your
GPA
2. a short essay on why you want to
attend and how it will benefit you
program of studies or intellectual
development.

DECISIONS WILL BE MADE IN
EARLY APRIL.

