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Abstract
In recent years across the humanities and social sciences new interests have emerged in researching, 
anticipating and critically engaging futures. These interests have developed in the context of a 
configuration of related ‘turns’ that are part of international scholarship, including the growing impact 
agenda, the urge towards interdisciplinarity and an empirical concern with, for instance, the predictive 
and anticipatory modes of new technologies, forms of governance and planning, and the influence of 
design paradigms. Less attention however has been paid to the question of how such futures-oriented 
engaged scholarship will create impact in the world, what kinds of methodologies are suited to it and 
how its interdisciplinarity might be achieved. In this seminar we explore this context by examining the 
methodologies, techniques and dispositions that would be needed to underpin a move towards impact 
through an interdisciplinary and future-focused engaged scholarship. We draw on examples of how 
future-focused ethnographic scholarship might be engaged in interdisciplinary future-making projects, 
both from our own projects and in reporting on our recent lab around future ethnographies with 
colleagues from across Europe and the US.
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