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Abstract 
Discussions about the globalization of democracy 
often suffer from a one-sided emphasis on the spread 
of western (liberal) democracy towards the east and 
the south. The focus of attention usually concerns an 
assessment of the degree to which a state lives up to 
the ideals of democracy, to which the answer is 
usually negative. This approach tends to neglect the 
possibility of other notions of democracy.  
 
This paper will discuss the existence of competing 
conceptions of democracy as they have evolved over 
the past century in Indonesia, in response to 
transnational and local flows of thought. These 
include debates about democracy to which 
Indonesian religious leaders were exposed in Jeddah 
during the early 20th century. Current debates and 
appropriations stand in a long history of 
appropriations of various interpretations of 
conceptions of democracy.  
 
Focusing on West Sumatra in relation to the 
Indonesian national state serves to understand how 
debates among Indonesian elites over the past 
century have become intertwined with Minangkabau 
notions of democracy. Together they have shaped not 

only the political and legal debates but also 
democratic practices within the region since the fall of 
the Suharto Regime opened the possibilities for 
liberalization and the decentralization policies began. 
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