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We are indeed very lucky to find ourselves in the Greater Western 
Sydney Region at this point in time – a time where the region is 
known as one of the most dynamic, culturally diverse and fastest 
growing and economically important regions of Australia. Education 
is a critical resource for the development of the region and the 
well-being and prosperity of its people. Our program of research 
in the Centre for Educational Research is driven by the quest to 
understand how we can harness the potential of education so that it 
can ‘work’ for all in socially just, inclusive, sustainable and powerful 
ways to drive innovation and change. In Vision Unlimited 2018: 
Education Research @ WSU you will discover how we are taking up 
this challenge with our unique focus on research that is vibrant and 
enriched by the wisdom and the wide range of research and evidence 
generating activities we undertake with partners drawn from across 
the Greater Western Sydney Region and the world. 

I hope you enjoy your opportunity to learn more about our research 
– and that you feel encouraged to join us in our quest to ‘make 
education work for all learners’.

Message from Dean, School of Education

Professor Michele Simons 
Dean, School of Education
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2018 represented a year of change for the Centre for Educational 
Research (CER) as it became integrated within the School of 
Education at Western Sydney University. This move enabled new 
research areas to emerge alongside existing research strengths 
in equity, sustainability and globalisation. As the new Director of 
CER, along with new Deputy Directors, Associate Professors Jorge 
Knijnik and Catherine Attard, it has been a great pleasure to learn 
more about the research efforts of my colleagues and the research 
outcomes presented in this report.

The CER supports educational research from diverse paradigms 
focussed on understanding and improving education for the 
Western Sydney region and beyond. In 2018 CER research outputs 
collectively represent a substantial body of work making a significant 
contribution to our understanding of complex educational settings 
for individuals, schools and communities. 

This year a new School of Education Research Operational Plan 
2018–2020 was produced to respond to the University Research 
and Innovation Plan 2018–2020. The plan addresses WSU priorities 
to increase research capacity, impact and quality through a focus 
on collaboration across Schools and Institutes. Another significant 
activity in 2018 was the preparation of our submission to ERA 2018 
for the Fields of Research codes 1301,1302 and 1303. I would like 
to thank all colleagues who contributed to the completion of this 
onerous but important task. 

CER researchers produced numerous noteworthy publications in 
2018. In this inaugural volume of Vision Unlimited 2018 we highlight 
published books, reports and peer-reviewed journal articles in highly 
ranked journals. These publications detail research conducted across 
a broad range of education issues and collectively highlight the 
capacity and expertise of CER researchers. 

In 2018 CER researchers were successful in gaining considerable 
external research funding from a variety of sources including the 
prestigious Australian Research Council. Also, CER provided support 
for two emerging research programs: Education for Social Justice 
and Inclusion and STEM Education in Context and seed funding for 
twelve small projects.

This year saw the launch of the Educational Conversations seminar 
series led by Deputy Director Assoc. Prof. Jorge Knijnik. We have held 
ten sessions, including 4 from CER researchers, one from a colleague 
in the School of Science and Health and 5 from local, national and 
international visitors. The CER hosted five Visiting Scholars in 2018 
–Professors Emmanuel Chemla (France) Babak Shamshiri (Iran), 
Dorte Marie Sondergaard (Denmark) and Dr Allyson Carvalho de 
Araújo (Brazil). Guest scholars who have made presentations to the 
School or facilitated Higher Degree Research Cohort events include 
Professors Susan Jacobson (U.S.A.), Timothy Teo (Singapore), Karin 
Murris (South Africa), Paul Richardson (Monash) and Drs Michael 
Finneran (Ireland), Daniela Jadue-Roa (Chile) and Jen Skatterbol 
(UNSW), as well as local teacher and WSU alumni  
Mr Daniel Yong.

Finally, I would like to thank our school and community partners who 
are important collaborators in our research. The CER is committed 
to making a difference in education both locally and globally and to 
do so we need and greatly appreciate the support of our broader 
community. 

Professor Kath Holmes 
Director, Centre for Educational Research

Welcome from the Director of the  
Centre for Educational Research
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In 2018 CER funded two new research programs,  
each bringing together a critical mass of academic colleagues 
with related research interests. These programs will be 
funded for two years to support sustained research activity 
leading to new, impactful partnerships and projects.
 

Education for Social Justice  
and Inclusion (ESJI)
ACADEMIC MEMBERS: 

 ≥ Dr Jacqueline D’warte
 ≥ Associate Professor Susanne Gannon
 ≥ Dr Rachael Jacobs
 ≥ Dr Criss Jones-Diaz
 ≥ Associate Professor Loshini Naidoo
 ≥ Professor Wayne Sawyer
 ≥ Associate Professor Christine Woodrow
 ≥ Dr Katina Zammit

Education for Social Justice and Inclusion (ESJI) researchers 
investigate growing and embedded educational inequalities to find 
new ways of understanding and reframing such inequalities. Our 
research identifies how education can better meet the needs of 
culturally and linguistically diverse communities and marginalised 
young people. It builds on a strong foundation of researching high 
poverty contexts by program members, along with award-winning 
research into teacher education. 

Professor Wayne Sawyer and Dr Katina Zammit are known for their 
work in the Fair Go project on exemplary teachers and leadership in 
high poverty schools. Associate Professor Christine Woodrow has 
researched early childhood contexts and vulnerable communities 
in Chile and Australia. Dr Jacqueline D’warte researches language 
teaching and learning in diverse multilingual, multicultural schools. 
Associate Professor Susanne Gannon has investigated aspirations 
for higher education and teacher trajectories into the profession 
and gender issues in education. Associate Professor Loshini Naidoo 
researches and teaches in the area of social justice education which 
includes refugee education, equity and access for students from 
low SES backgrounds and cultural, racial and ethnic diversity in 
education. Dr Rachael Jacobs has been working with the Sydney 
Theatre Company on a research project assessing the suitability of 
Drama to improve the language and literacy skills of newly arrived 
refugees and asylum seekers. The project operates at nine sites 
in Western Sydney, specialising in adult learning environments. 
Dr Criss Jones Díaz’s teaching, research and publications are in 
areas of diversity and difference, bi/multilingualism, early literacies 
and languages learning in childhood. Her work is informed by 
poststructural, critical and cultural studies focussing on languages, 
literacies and identity negotiation in contexts of social justice, 
diversity and difference. 

Program members draw on an asset-based frame of reference 
which recognises diverse social, cultural and linguistic knowledges 
that students and communities bring to educational settings. We 
foreground education for democracy, social inclusion and flourishing 
in early years through to post-secondary education.

The research questions to which our work responds are:

1. How can educational settings better understand and respond to 
educational under-achievement?

2. How can pre-service and in-service teacher education develop 
skills for pedagogies of reconnection? 

3. What new research methodologies offer fresh insights into the 
problem of underachievement and disengagement of young 
people and their families?

4. What kinds of pedagogies and polices will productively engage 
with the linguistic, cultural and knowledge repertoires of students 
for educational success?

STEM in Context
ACADEMIC MEMBERS: 

 ≥ Prof. Kathryn Holmes
 ≥ Assoc. Prof. Catherine Attard
 ≥ Dr Nathan Berger
 ≥ Dr Erin MacKenzie

The STEM in Context research program aims to respond to the 
following broad research questions, with specific projects addressing 
pertinent sub-questions.

1. What are the individual, school, and community factors that 
influence STEM engagement in the Western Sydney context?

2. How can student engagement and participation in STEM be 
improved in Western Sydney schools and beyond?  

While this research program will focus on the unique needs of the 
Western Sydney region, the problem of STEM disengagement is an 
issue of international significance. The findings from this research 
program will be of interest nationally and internationally, as issues 
related to STEM education, for example, the under-representation 
of girls in some fields, is an issue for all Western countries. This 
research program will build on and support the impact of existing 
projects being undertaken by the research team and will allow for the 
establishment of three new projects. 

CURRENT PROJECTS:
 ≥ Western STELR (Science Technology Education Leveraging 
Relevance) (partnered with NSW Department of Education, 
Australian Academy of Technology and Engineering (ATSE), 
Institute of Education at University College London (IoE-UCL)): 
This project aims to increase the relevance of science teaching in 
10 Western Sydney schools by leveraging STELR materials (ATSE) 
and the Science Capital Teaching Approach (IoE-UCL). [Holmes, 
Berger, Mackenzie] 

 ≥ Sydney Metro (partnered with Transport for NSW and local 
schools): This project is exploring the effectiveness of inquiry-
based units of work based on aspects of the Sydney Metro 
construction. The Sydney Metro is the largest infrastructure 
program currently under construction in Australia. [Attard, Berger]

 ≥ ScratchMaths (partnered with IoE-UCL, University of Newcastle 
and local schools): This project (piloted in late 2017) involves 
the use of ScratchMaths (IoE-UCL) materials for professional 
development of Stage 3 teachers to enable the teaching of 
mathematics and computational thinking. [Holmes, Berger]

Research Programs
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 ≥ Teaching mathematics with technology: Assoc Prof Attard and 
Prof Holmes are currently gathering observational, focus group 
and interview data in schools across the country to inform the 
writing of a Routledge book, contracted for delivery of the final 
manuscript in July 2019. [Attard, Holmes]

 ≥ The Western Sydney STEM curriculum project takes inspiration 
from the London Curriculum (https://www.london.gov.uk/
what-we-do/education-and-youth/london-curriculum/about-
london-curriculum#acc-i-46870) and seeks to build curriculum 
resources designed to educate students about STEM through a 
focus on the Western Sydney region. We aim to work with local 
teachers, councils, government agencies, and industry partners 
to bring STEM in Western Sydney to life through the production of 
curriculum resources, linked to NSW syllabus documents. [Holmes, 
Attard, Berger, Mackenzie]

 ≥ Young People in Science: this study seeks to examine the role of 
individual differences and social processes in students’ intentions 
to study science in Years 11 and 12. Specifically, it will test a 
hypothesised model in which factors such as implicit beliefs about 
ability in science, self-efficacy, and perceived support influences 
engagement through satisfaction of autonomy, competence, 
and belonging in Science classrooms. In turn, satisfaction of the 
three basic needs is hypothesised to influence intentions to study 
Science in Years 11 and 12. [Mackenzie, Berger, Holmes]

 ≥ STEM transitions: this study will draw on expertise in the ENIGMA 
cohort group to examine the impact of educational transitions 
across the lifespan. The transitions from pre-school to school, 
primary to secondary school, and secondary school to university/
TAFE/workforce can all act as barriers and risks for further STEM 
engagement and this project will seek to understand how to 
minimise these risks to enhance STEM participation. [Attard, 
Holmes, Berger, Mackenzie] 

3. 
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2018 Projects
In 2018 CER researchers have been working on a wide range 
of funded projects, with a diverse collection of community, 
national and international partners. Projects have been 
funded by Federal and State Governments, business and 
industry, philanthropy and international partners. These 
projects highlight CER’s collaborative approach to research 
where our partners are key to our success and help to ensure 
that our research has impact beyond the academy.

EXTERNALLY FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS

Gender and Sexuality in Schools: Parental Experiences
Funding Body: Australian Research Council (ARC Discovery Project) 
– $313,076

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Tania Ferfolja
 ≥ Dr Jacqueline Ullman
 ≥ Professor Tara Goldstein, University of Toronto

Synopsis 
This project aims to analyse parents’ perspectives regarding the 
inclusion of gender and sexuality (G&S) diversity in school curriculum 
across Australia and to understand how parents of G&S diverse 
children navigate their child’s experiences in schools. It is anticipated 
this combined data will inform the development of a performance 
ethnography as a training resource for pre/in-service teachers. 
Teachers are reluctant to broach G&S diversity for fear of parental 
backlash despite the on-going marginalisation of these students. The 
intended outcomes of the research include policy and curriculum 
development and training resources as well as increased support for 
parents of G&S diverse children.

Funding Period: 2018–2020

National Association for Prevention of Child abuse and 
Neglect (NAPCAN) Respectful Relationship Program 
Northern Territory 2017–2018 Evaluation
Funding Body: National Association for Prevention of Child abuse 
and Neglect (NAPCAN) – $33,300

Researcher
 ≥ Dr Brenda Dobia

Synopsis
The aim of the project is to gather evidence of the work being 
undertaken by NAPCAN toward supporting Territory Families’ focus 
on reforming the Northern Territory youth sector, and to scope and 
inform further development of the project. Within the constraints 
of available time and funding, the evaluation strategy has been 
designed so as to gather data that is of specific relevance to the 
unique social, geographical and cultural context of the Northern 
Territory. It will thus focus on identifying the specific needs of the 
Northern Territory youth sector in relation to RRE and trauma-
informed practice and investigating the effectiveness of specific 
training aimed at building capacity within the youth sector.

Funding Period: 2018

Pathways to Wellbeing, Skill Development, and 
Participation: Royal Botanic Garden Sydney’s Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program
Funding Body: Royal Botanic Garden Trust (RBGT) – $50,000

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Son Truong
 ≥ Dr Kumara Ward
 ≥ Associate Professor Danielle Tracey
 ≥ Associate Professor Tonia Gray

Synopsis
In 1999, the Royal Botanic Garden and Domain Trust (RBGDT) 
in Sydney joined with Housing New South Wales to establish a 
partnership called Community Greening to serve the broader 
community through innovative outreach programs that promote 
community garden projects. In 2017, Community Greening also 
conducted their first ‘Master Gardener Volunteer’ (MGV) Program. 
The overall purpose of the MGV Program is to develop and 
maintain a dedicated group of volunteers who are able to assist 
the development of community gardens and serve in a leadership 
capacity to achieve long-term sustainability of community 
participation. Community Greening subsequently received funding 
from the Department of

Social Services to deliver the MGV Program and fund this research 
for a period of three years from 2018–2021. The MGV Program 
involves an initial five-day course recognised and delivered through 
TAFE NSW, and a series of ongoing capacity building workshops, to 
help develop knowledge and skills to support the development and 
growth of community gardens.

Over the three-year period, the Western Sydney University research 
team will apply their research expertise to assess the MGV Program’s 
effectiveness in meeting its stated objectives and examine the 
trajectories of self-reported changes in the volunteer participants 
over their involvement in the program. Community Greening 
anticipates conducting an MGV five-day course for approximately six 
different community groups across NSW, with up to 70 participants 
in total (e.g. 10–15 participants per community).

The research team will implement a mixed-methods cohort design 
to deliver a pre-survey to all participants prior to the completion of 
the five-day course. Six-monthly surveys will also be administered 
to all enrolled participants at pre-determined reporting dates. 
Additionally, up to four focus groups per year (with a sample of 4–6 
participants per focus group) will be conducted with a cross section 
of participants.

Funding Period: 2018–2021

Research Projects
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The collaborative research and development of EMI 
Pedagogy for Huaqiao University academics
Funding Body: Huaqiao University – $69,500

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Profession Jinghe Han
 ≥ Professor Michael Singh

Synopsis
This project will research the development and trialling of an EMI 
pedagogy for Huaqiao University academics in China. Currently there 
are half a million international students within the higher education 
sector in China, and half of these students are conducting subject/
discipline learning, which drives the demand for well-trained Chinese 
academics to deliver EMI in a variety of subjects. This project will 
contribute to EMI research and practice in China, with long-term 
benefits both for teachers and students of EMI classrooms.

The WSU research team will collaborate with Huaqiao academics 
to establish a baseline of EMI theoretical and pedagogical 
understandings followed by research which will investigate the 
implementation, evaluation and dissemination of EMI. An action 
research methodology will be utilized throughout this project.

Funding period: 2018–2019

Wilding Nature Play
Funding Body: Centennial Park Trust – $22,570

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Brenda Dobia
 ≥ Dr Son Truong
 ≥ Dr Kumara Ward

Synopsis
This research will evaluate the impact of the Ian Potter Children’s Wild 
Play Garden (IPCWPG) at Centennial Park. It will:

 ≥ investigate the ways that children and families from a range of 
cultural backgrounds engage with the IPCWPG and the benefits 
they derive from it

 ≥ examine the involvement of children from special needs and 
disadvantaged backgrounds with the IPCWPG and elucidate any 
particular challenges and benefits for these groups

 ≥ identify the ways specific features of the IPCWPG site encourage 
nature play and consider any associated developmental and/or 
learning outcomes

 ≥ explore whether and how nature play at IPCWPG may be 
associated with increased environmental appreciation 

Funding Period: 2018–2019
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Changing Australia’s Youth Drinking Culture: Education 
Intervention
Funding Body: Momento Foundation (in partnership with Macquarie 
University) – $81,820

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Kath Holmes
 ≥ Dr Christina Curry
 ≥ Dr Brenda Dobia

Synopsis
This project will create an online program that will fill the gap that 
currently exists for alcohol education in the school system between 
the ages of 16–18 (Year 11 & 12). We will employ an online program 
as it is accessible to all students particularly in rural and remote 
locations. The vehicle to implement this program will be through the 
mandatory Year 11 & 12 Crossroads program. This project will involve:

 ≥ Creation of six 30 minute interactive online resources
 ≥ Piloting of the resources in selected NSW public secondary schools 

The resources will be piloted in selected schools in the Sydney region 
as part of their Crossroads program with Year 11 students (schools 
to be selected in consultation with the funding body and the NSW 
Department of Education). Participating students will complete pre- 
and post- surveys drawing on items from a previously conducted 
cross-sectional online survey. At each school a focus group of 
purposively selected students will be conducted to elicit in-depth 
reflections on the modules. Participating teachers will be interviewed 
to provide feedback on the modules from a teaching perspective.

Funding Period: 2018–2020

New projects in 2019
1. $29,000 was secured from the Northrop Grunman Foundation 

for an extension of the Young People in Science project in the 
STEM in Context research program. The new project InFUSE: 
Increasing Female Uptake in STEM Education will commence in 
2019. (Prof. Kathryn Holmes, Dr Erin Mackenzie,  
Dr Nathan Berger, Dr Lyn Tieu)

2. $62,850 was secured from Transport for NSW to design, 
implement and evaluate inquiry-based units of work based 
upon the Parramatta Light Rail project. The project will include a 
professional development course and a formal research evaluation 
of the design and implementation of the units of work that will be 
produced by the participating teachers. (Assoc. Prof. Catherine 
Attard, Dr Nathan Berger)

3. $80,000 has been awarded from The Bravery for a project 
entitled “Learning Outdoors”, which will use a participatory 
action research design to implement and evaluate the impact of 
Outdoor Learning as a curriculum connection. The research adopts 
an inclusive approach to methodological pluralism including 
a professional development courses for teachers. The project 
culminates in the co-creation of new knowledges produced by 
teachers, students and parents. (Assoc. Prof. Tonia Gray)

Continuing Projects
Investigating literary knowledge in the making of English 
teachers
Funding Body: Australian Research Council (ARC Discovery Project) 
– $806,577 [via The University of Melbourne]; $131,836 to WSU

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Larissa McLean Davies (UM) (Lead CI)
 ≥ Professor Wayne Sawyer (WSU)
 ≥ Professor Philip Mead (UWA)
 ≥ Professor Brenton Doecke (Deakin)
 ≥ Professor Lyn Yates (UM)

Synopsis
As a secondary school subject, English is considered fundamental 
to an individual’s personal, cultural and literate development, and 
Literary Studies has been viewed, historically, as a core component of 
English, yet the nature of literary studies is itself a matter of ceaseless 
shifts and developments both in universities and in relation to English 
teaching in schools. This project aims to produce a new empirical 
study of the role of literary knowledge in the making of English 
teachers, focusing specifically on understanding the experiences 
and approaches of Early Career English Teachers’ as they make the 
transition from university student to school teacher. It explores: 
key institutional settings, practices and policies in an investigation 
of ECETs’ experiences of literary education at tertiary level; the 
knowledge and values they bring to their work as English teachers, 
and the learning they undergo in their first years of teaching.

This project seeks to address crucial issues about the appropriate 
relationship between school English and tertiary English studies, as 
these relate to concerns about teacher quality, effectiveness and 
preparation. It aims to provide foundational evidence and insights 
for a more coherent and productive approach to the diverse field 
of Literary Studies, aiming to produce knowledge that is important 
to curriculum policy and to the education of English teachers. 
More broadly, this project aims to make a new contribution to: 
understanding Literary Studies as a field: debates over disciplinarity 
and knowledge: research on literary studies in the context of 
schooling, and current curriculum debates about schooling in the 21st 
century.

The methodological and conceptual framing of this project is a 
developed adaptation of ‘literary sociability’ which sees literary 
study as positioned in inter-personal, social and institutionally 
mediated practice. This approach facilitates examination of the 
social relationships and institutional settings in which the teaching of 
literature occurs.

Funding Period: 2016–2020
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Naming the World: Early years’ literacy and sustainability 
learning
Funding Body: Australian Research Council (ARC Discovery Project) 
– $278,038

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Margaret Somerville (Lead CI) (WSU)
 ≥ Professor Annette Woods (QUT)
 ≥ Dr Iris Duhn (Monash)
 ≥ Dr Pauliina Rautio (University of Oulu, Finland)

Synopsis
For children born in the 21st century, the enmeshing of natural and 
human forces in the survival of the planet requires conceptual and 
practical innovation. Early childhood education can be a fundamental 
driver in this process. This ambitious international study aims to 
integrate literacy and sustainability to produce powerful new learning 
for young children. It will theorise new forms of literacy emerging in 
sustainability education, articulate innovative pedagogies, and inform 
national and international policy and practice to address 21st century 
learning imperatives.

Funding Period: 2016–2018

Settlement Outcomes of Syrian-conflict Refugee Families in 
Australia
Funding Body: Australian Research Council (ARC Linkage Project)- 
$450,000 [via University of Technology, Sydney]; $180,000 to WSU.

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Jock Collins (Lead CI – UT)
 ≥ Professor Carol Reid (WSU)
 ≥ Dr Dimitria Groutsis (USYD)
 ≥ Dr Tadgh McMahon (Settlement Services NSW)
 ≥ Gail Ker (ACCESS Community Services Ltd QLD)
 ≥ Gerald Onsando (AMES, VIC)
 ≥ Jamila Trad Padhee (Multicultural Development Association Inc, 
QLD)

Synopsis
The Syrian conflict has generated an unprecedented flow of refugees 
across Europe and other countries, including Australia. These 
countries face new challenges in providing successful settlement 
outcomes for the refugees. Utilizing a longitudinal study of 250 
refugee families and fieldwork in key areas of high refugee settlement 
in NSW, Victoria and Queensland, the project focuses on the policy 
responses to, and settlement outcomes for, Syrian-conflict refugee 
families in Australia with an emphasis on employment and education. 
International collaboration from Germany, Sweden, Finland, Canada 
and New Zealand will generate comparative insights to identify policy 
and program responses that lead to the most successful settlement 
outcomes.

Funding Period: 2017–2019

Resilient Families: Engaging parents in a social-emotional 
learning curriculum for high school students in a 
community-based resilience program
Funding Body: Social Ventures Australia (SVA) – $83,000

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Katrina Barker
 ≥ Dr Jacqueline Ullman
 ≥ Associate Professor Danielle Tracey

Synopsis
This project is funded by Social Ventures Australia (SVA). SVA 
manages “The Learning Impact Fund” which seeks to identify, fund 
and evaluate programs aiming to raise the academic achievement 
of children in Australia. In 2016, the School of Education was 
successfully appointed to their “expert panel of evaluators” via a 
competitive tenure process.

Researchers Barker, Tracey and Ullman were then successful in 
tendering to conduct an evaluation on the program “Resilient 
Families” developed and conducted by Deakin University Centre for 
Social and Early Emotional Development.

SVA funds randomized-controlled trials (RCT) in order to produce an 
evidence-base for the impact of school-based programs on student 
outcomes. As such, the current study involves 28 Victorian schools 
and utilizes a 2 (intervention vs control) x 2 (pre-intervention vs post-
intervention) repeated measures, between-participants design.

Funding Period: 2017–2020

Middle Years Mathematics Project: Action Research 
Professional Learning Program
Funding Body: St Francis Catholic College, Catholic Diocese of 
Wollongong – $35,993

Researcher
 ≥ Associate Professor Catherine Attard

Synopsis
This research project was initiated by the Catholic Diocese of 
Wollongong as a pilot study resulting from diocesan wide declines 
in student achievement in mathematics. The goal of this project is 
to research the effectiveness of implementing a range of teacher-
led action research projects relating to the improvement of student 
engagement and academic outcomes with mathematics and 
numeracy through changes in pedagogical practice during the 
middle years of schooling (Years 5 to 8). The participating teachers 
have undergone professional development in contemporary 
mathematics pedagogy and action research methodology facilitated 
by the researcher over the course of 18 months. The research 
will specifically explore changes in the teachers’ pedagogies and 
perceptions of mathematics teaching and any resulting shifts in 
student perceptions of mathematics. Should this study find that the 
initiative is successful, it may provide a model that could be replicated 
in other schools across the Wollongong Diocese.

Funding Period: 2017–2019
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Evaluating Inquiry Based Professional Development: 
Using Australia’s Largest Infrastructure Project to Engage 
Students in Authentic Inquiry Based Learning
Funding Body: NSW Sydney Metro – $58,917

Researcher
 ≥ Associate Professor Catherine Attard

Synopsis
This research is situated within the Sydney Metro Education Program 
“Fast Tracking the Future”. The following program of professional 
development and research includes the following activities:

 ≥ Initiation of a community of practice interested in inquiry based 
learning

 ≥ Development and promotion of inquiry based learning pedagogy
 ≥ Support for participants in the design, implementation and 
evaluation of inquiry based units of work based on the Sydney 
Metro Southwest Infrastructure Project

 ≥ Increase in the capacity of participating teachers to undertake 
action research projects for the implementation and evaluation of 
the designed units of work 

The Units of Work and their implementation will be evaluated 
formally by through a research evaluation approach. Qualitative and 
quantitative data will be collected by the research team immediately 
following the program delivery. Data is being collected from the 
following sources:

 ≥ Unit documentation
 ≥ Teachers (interviews) and Students (surveys and focus groups) 

Funding Period: 2017–2019

Development and Evaluation of Training Module for Tutors
Funding Body: North Shore Coaching College – $26,500

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Kathryn Holmes
 ≥ Dr Nathan Berger

Synopsis
The objective of this project is to develop and evaluate a professional 
development program for tutors. This program will take the form 
of an online course of 10 hours duration for participants, developed 
in consultation with NSCC. The program will include a set of course 
notes (including videos), readings, and multimedia resources as 
appropriate to each topic. 

The project will be evaluated through the collection of pre- 
and post- online survey data. It is expected that the tutors will 
develop competencies in understanding how students learn, 
developing quality lesson plans for small groups, positive lesson 
delivery, developing assessments, continuous improvement and 
communication.

Funding Period: 2017–2018

Evaluation of the Impact of a game-based App (TrapEd) on 
high school students
Funding Body: TrapEd – $39,884

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Chwee Beng Lee
 ≥ Dr Jose Hanham
 ≥ Dr Lynde Tan
 ≥ Dr Nathan Berger

Synopsis
This project is designed to evaluate the efficacy of the Trap Ed game-
based app with respect to students’ learning experience, academic 
confidence and performance in the selected high school content 
areas. This will include pre and post tests for private schools and 
a similar test for government schools. The 15-item test will include 
Math, English and PDHPE for year 7 to 9 students and English (plus 
1 to 2 selective subjects) for year 10 to 12 students. Private school 
students will also complete a survey on students’ experience together 
with the post-test. Students from government schools will complete 
a pre and post survey on students’ experience and a test (similar to 
the test for private schools) together with the post survey. As part 
of the growing trend in using game-based app to foster learning, 
Trap Ed has developed an app to engage high school students in 
learning HSC subjects through a game-based approach. There is a 
need to evaluate the impact of a game-based app for high school 
students’ learning experience when preparing for high stakes tests 
(i.e. HSC) and for the advancement of a powerful engaging strategy. 
We are interested in testing a theoretical model of interrelationships 
between students’ learning experiences with the app, their academic 
confidence and learning. This will be a quantitative study employing 
survey design. The online survey will comprise items to measure 
students’ experience and their academic confidence while the tests 
will measure their academic performance. It is anticipated that we 
will recruit a minimum of 400 high school students, though larger 
numbers will be targeted. Students will be recruited from at least 3 
schools (though more will targeted), with at least one representative 
from the private and government sectors respectively. Techniques 
for analysis will include exploratory factor analysis to identify 
factor solutions with simple structure. Following this, we will use 
confirmatory factor (CFA) analysis to test a full-measurement 
model, followed by structural equation modelling (SEM) to test the 
theoretical model.

Funding Period: 2017–2018

Navigating Resettlement: Matched mentoring and creative 
media design with Refugee and Migrant Youth in transition, 
Greater Western Sydney
Funding Body: SydWest Multicultural Services – $118,514

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Karin Mackay
 ≥ Dr Mohamed Moustakim

Synopsis
The aim of the research is to find out how refugee and migrant young 
people (16–25) navigate their way from new arrival to transition into 
their local community in Greater Western Sydney. More specifically 
the research aims to investigate the educational aspirations of the 

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/professor_kathryn_holmes
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/doctor_nathan_berger
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/associate_professor_chwee_beng_lee
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/doctor_jose_hanham
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/doctor_karin_mackay
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/doctor_mohamed_moustakim
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young people attending the study centre at Sydwest multicultural 
services to find out what needs, challenges and barriers they 
experience in their attempt to live out their educational and career 
aspirations. The research methodology is informed by a cultural 
wellbeing and participatory action research approach, which seeks 
to place young people’s perspectives at the centre of the research. 
A cultural wellbeing approach acknowledges the complex nexus of 
cultural beliefs and relationship to place that influence young people’s 
sense of well-being in Greater Western Sydney.

It is vital then that the research employs a participatory action 
research methodology so that the diverse cultural perspectives of 
participants are central in guiding the direction of the research. The 
assumption being that young people have expertise in their own 
embodied experiences, and that to further the participatory aims 
of the research it is essential that young people themselves have a 
sense of agency in the research design and direction from the outset. 
The research project will then invite a total of 30 young people to 
become part of the research project and ask them to interview each 
other about their educational career aspirations. The researchers will 
support the young people that wish to participate through giving 
examples of potential questions and demonstrating how an effective 
interview is conducted. The researchers will also facilitate a series of 
3 focus groups in the first three stages of the research to capture the 
progress of the young people towards exploring their aspirations and 
the challenges they may face along the way.

In the second stage young people will interview their mentors about 
how they become involved in their current profession with the aim 
of empowering young people to find out from successful others 
possible navigational tools to follow in their own aspirational desires. 
The mentors will also interview their mentees to find out how similar 
or different their life stories are with the aim of finding out disparities 
and injustices in culturally diverse individuals attempting to live out 
these navigational paths. It will do this through the provision of social 
and educational opportunities for approximately 30 young people at 
the SydWest Study Centre at Blacktown over 36 weeks during school.

Funding Period: 2016–2018

Enhancing English Learning: Building on linguistic and 
cultural repertoires in 3 school settings
Funding Body: NSW Department of Education – $59,029

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Jacqueline D’warte

Synopsis
Building on extensive pilot work funded by the Department of 
Education (D’warte, 2013; 2014; Somerville, D’warte, Sawyer, 2015), 
this project will further develop and refine research and pedagogical 
methods that have been shown to not only increase EAL/D student’s 
engagement in learning, but also support students and teachers in 
making explicit links between student’s home language and English.

This new study will focus on the inclusion of recently developed 
curriculum that includes students’ studying the ways in which they 
use language everyday i.e., their reading, writing, talking and listening 
and viewing practices in one or more languages inside and outside of 
school. This involves students collecting data, mapping their practices 
and participating in a series of lessons that address across curriculum 
outcomes. This work will be coupled with the inclusion of bilingual 
reading practices. This study will further develop teacher knowledge 
and invite parents and the wider community to be active participants, 
in reading books in multiple languages in their children’s classrooms. 
This research will investigate how students’ English outcomes may be 
enhanced as measured through the Modes of Speaking & Listening 
and Reading and Viewing. Additional data will also be collected 
as decided by teachers and researchers. The study will document 
practices and strategies that facilitate the development of students’ 
full range of language practices, these practices and strategies may 
be taken up by others working with multilingual learners in diverse 
school communities This study will also consider the impact of this 
work on community participation.

Funding Period: 2016–2018

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/staff_profiles/WSU/doctor_jacqueline_d_warte
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Cross and Inter-Institution 
Collaborative Projects [Lead by 
Partners]
Menstruation Matters
Funding Body: Kimberley-Clark and Western Sydney University

WSU Researchers
 ≥ Dr Mike Armour (NICM)
 ≥ Professor Caroline Smith (NICM)
 ≥ Dr Freya Macmillan (Science & Health)
 ≥ Professor Kath Holmes (SOE)
 ≥ Associate Professor Tania Ferfolja (SOE
 ≥ Dr Christina Curry (SOE)

Synopsis
Many young women suffer from problems with their menstrual cycle, 
often having pain during or just before their period. Research at NICM 
and Western Sydney University are interested to find out how these 
kinds of symptoms affect young women’s social, school or work life, 
how young women decide what a ‘normal’ period is, and how they 
deal with any period related symptoms.

This research will help identify areas where education on menstrual 
health can be improved, and will help shape future educational 
materials to improve young women’s ability to manage their 
menstrual symptoms and identify any problematic symptoms that 
require further investigation.

Funding Period: 2018–2019

Individual based measure of socio-economic disadvantage
Funding Body: Department of Education and Training: Higher 
Education Participation and Partnerships Program (HEPPP)

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Russell Thomson (SCEM)
 ≥ Associate Professor Christine Johnston (SOE)
 ≥ Kerry Staples (SOE)
 ≥ Dr Karen Soldatic (ICS)
 ≥ Dr Roger Dawkins (HaCA)
 ≥ Associate Professor Lorraine Smith (The University of Sydney)

Synopsis
This DET-funded project is concerned with developing individual-
based measures of socio-economic to assist in the identification of 
undergraduate students who would benefit from support as they 
undertake their studies. The project is using mixed-methods. In 
Phase 1, surveys were completed by 3,647 undergraduate students 
at three Australian universities and by 502 university staff across 
Australia who are involved in working with students experiencing 
disadvantage. Phase 2 is currently in progress and involves the 
conducting of focus groups with university students who have 
identified as experiencing socio-economic disadvantage together 
with groups composed with staff working in this area. The data 
gathered will be used to develop individual-based measures that can 

provide non-intrusive ways of identifying those in need of support 
because of socio-economic disadvantage. 

Funding Period: December 2017–2019 

Building Australia-China research capabilities for 
intercultural knowledge collaboration
Funding Body: Australia-China Council

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Catherine Manathunga (University of the Sunshine 
Coast)

 ≥ Professor Michael Singh (SOE)
 ≥ Professor Tracey Bunda (University of Southern Queensland)
 ≥ Dr Jing Qi (RMIT University)

Synopsis
This 2-year project will advance Australia-China knowledge 
collaboration and China literacy in Australian universities (WSU, 
USC, USQ, RMIT) through building the intercultural and multilingual 
research literacy of Australia research supervisors and Chinese 
students; undertake research with Chinese research students 
and supervisors in Australia to trial 5 training modules to increase 
intercultural knowledge collaboration; and pilot prototype training 
materials in Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 
and Northeast Normal University, Changchun as part of a systematic 
research preparation program for students planning to complete 
research degrees in Australia.

Professor Singh’s contribution to the research collaboration will 
draw on his expertise in Australian-Asian literacy and his teaching 
in doctoral education, to support the development of the modules 
to advance Australia-China intercultural self-confidence through 
postmonolingual theorising and critical thinking; work with doctoral 
candidates and researchers proficient in English and Zhōngwén (中
文) to demonstrate the possibilities for conducting research that is 
informed by a postmonolingual approach to English for Research 
Publication Purposes; and pedagogies for modelling, scaffolding and 
illustrating applications of postmonolingual research practices will be 
among the teaching/learning strategies to be explored through this 
ACC Project..

Funding Period: 2018–2019
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CER Internal Seed Grants
The following small/seed grants (up to $5000) were funded 
by CER for completion in 2018.

Teaching writing in the NAPLAN era: a pilot project

Researcher
 ≥ Associate Professor Susanne Gannon

Synopsis
This research will:

 ≥ Develop and trial a survey tool that will map teacher pedagogies in 
writing in secondary English;

 ≥ Develop and trial a case study design to create in depth case 
studies of writing pedagogies and practices in secondary school 
English 

The research takes place at a crucial moment when the teaching 
of writing in secondary schools is publically cast as in crisis, with 
stagnant or falling NAPLAN writing results deployed as evidence 
of neglect or ineptitude (Wyatt-Smith & Jackson, 2016). However, 
evidence suggests that schools and teachers have taken up the 
challenges of NAPLAN in a data-driven system to revise their 
teaching of literacy related skills as defined by NAPLAN. Although 
NAPLAN was initially positioned as untied to any curriculum area, it 
has been English teachers who have taken on major responsibilities 
in secondary schools. At the same time, mandatory national English 
curriculum (including state adaptations into existing syllabuses), has 
re-organised teachers’ work and recalibrated their focus. The lack 
of alignment between NAPLAN and English curriculum have led to 
further tensions in for teachers in trying to meet their conflicting 
agendas. This project responds to a need identified by English 
teachers to better understand what is good practice in the teaching 
of writing in English classrooms, and how this is understood and 
impacted by current policy levers. This issue is of national interest and 
the intent of this project co-planned with potential partners AATE is 
to develop and trial a pilot of two tools to be used in a partnership 
project of national scope. The pilot project will be trialled in selected 
sites in the two states nominated by AATE national executive – 
Queensland and Tasmania. The ‘NAPLAN era’ of the title marks the 
decade since 2008, when NAPLAN was introduced, to the present.

Unveiling the multicultural pedagogies of sport: a case-
study of Football United

Researcher
 ≥ Associate Professor Jorge Knijnik

Synopsis
This project aims to understand how young people’s sporting 
activities enhance their capacity to live in and positively contribute to 
their culturally diverse communities.

Sport as an instrument to shape interactions through cultural 
frontiers and to build connections amongst young people has 
regularly been encouraged in government policies (Bunde-Birouse et 
al, 2013). However, qualitative evaluations of sports-for-development 

initiatives’ impacts are limited. This project will further enhance the 
currently research collaboration between CER and Football United 
(Fun). FUn is a multi-awarded social venture in the educational 
sporting field that seeks to promote social inclusion via educational 
football programs which target recently arrived refuges in schools 
across Western Sydney. The project will examine to what extension 
the concept of ‘multicultural pedagogies of sport’ (Knijnik, 2016) can 
be applied on the FUn pedagogical sites and programs

School leaders’ perspectives on educating teachers to work 
in low SES contexts

Researcher
 ≥ Associate Professor Loshini Naidoo

Synopsis
This project will investigate the views of school leadership in 8 low 
SES secondary schools in Western Sydney involved in the NETDS 
secondary program. The NETDS programme needs to be well 
informed about school leaders’ perspectives to ensure that new 
graduates feel prepared for teaching in low SES contexts. Finally, the 
views expressed by school leaders on the desirable skills required 
for teaching in low SES contexts will provide teacher education 
institutions with insights into the ways we can understand the cultural 
dispositions of a school. School leaders bring a set of skills to the way 
they act, think and feel in the school leadership positions. The aim 
here is to make visible and try to understand, through school leaders, 
the challenges of working and leading in low SES communities. These 
findings will be used to develop and enhance the NETDS program 
at WSU, build new models of collaborative professional learning 
with schools in low SES communities and guide the mentoring 
of high performing graduates for a longer-term commitment to 
low SES school community contexts. This study will thus lead to a 
shared sustained commitment to working with schools in low SES 
communities.

Explorations of pre-service teachers’ linguistic “Funds of 
Knowledge”

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Jacqueline D’warte
 ≥ Associate Professor Katina Zammit

Synopsis
In this project we are interested in hearing the voices of our 
preservice teacher education students. We hope to learn from 
our students and develop a beginning understanding of our pre-
service teachers’ linguistic ‘Funds of Knowledge (Moll, Amanti, Neff 
& Gonzalez 1992; 2005) by asking them to share their linguistic 
trajectories. We will interview 10 primary and secondary pre-service 
education students asking them to think historically and reflect 
on how they have used language and literacies to navigate their 
local and global contexts. They will be asked to consider how their 
linguistic strengths, knowledge and experience have contributed to 
their journey to a graduate preservice teacher education program 
and how this might translate into their teaching with culturally and 
linguistically diverse young people.

We will examine whether university’s institutional practices and 
students’ own attitudes and beliefs about their linguistic ‘funds of 
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knowledge’ intersect. Supporting bilingual and multilingual pre- 
service teachers to share their narratives may offer us possibilities 
for disseminating the compiled knowledge to our teaching staff and 
school partners. Almost all of our pre-service teachers are drawn 
from Western Sydney and we suggest that knowledge of our pre-
service teachers’ achievements offer a counter-narrative that may 
go some way to addressing pathologies (Gannon, Hattam & Sawyer, 
2018) that locate diverse individuals, families and communities as a 
problem.

Adult drama and literacy: research and writing project

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Rachael Jacobs

Synopsis
This funding application seeks funds to assist with:

 ≥ Conducting research on the outcomes of the ADL project
 ≥ Documenting the research outcomes
 ≥ Developing publications from the research findings 

The research will investigate many of the issues surrounding 
additional language development in adults from a refugee 
background. The project uses a highly effective learning and 
teaching approach called process drama (O’Toole, J. & Stinson, 2013; 
O’Neill, 1995) tools to improve literacy. Stories are collaboratively 
constructed with participants to facilitate a humanising curriculum 
based in the imaginative realm. The suitability and benefits of 
process drama as a pedagogy will be evaluated, as will the specific 
activities that were overserved to be effective to enhance language 
acquisition. The research will also investigate the factors that 
contribute to the development of soft skills amongst adults from 
a refugee background. As mentioned previously, these include 
confidence, collaboration, creativity and a sense of belonging. Finally, 
the research will analyse features of the partnership between STC 
teaching-artists and language teachers in Western Sydney. The 
language teachers Small Grants/Research Projects Application Form 
2018 3 reported that the opportunity to work with teaching artists 
provided valuable professional development that transformed parts 
of their practice.

Measuring the impact of pre-service teacher service 
learning/community engagement (SL/CE) programs on 
the social and learning outcomes of primary school aged 
children.

Researcher
 ≥ Dr Annette Sartor

Synopsis
This is a pilot study to explore a range of ways of measuring the 
impact of service learning placements on social and/or learning 
outcomes of primary school aged children.

Within the context of the teacher education unit, Classrooms without 
Borders, this study will examine a number of SL/CE programs for 
their effectiveness in improving the social and educational outcomes 
of children. The research will be conducted within school and agency 
settings by examining evidence from a variety of sources.

A case study approach will be used to examine a range of qualitative 
data collected through interviews with agency supervisors, parents, 
children and other artefacts (eg NAPLAN results or in-school tests). 
The study will be conducted on the following programs Anglicare- 
Young Carers Program, St Raphael’s Primary School- Numeracy 
& Literacy Program, Cambridge Park Primary School- Phonetic 
Awareness Trial study and YWCA-Paths to Possible-Girl Almighty 
and Positive Peers.

Investigating the needs and demands for home language 
(HL) maintenance for pre-schoolers in Greater Sydney 
through a survey and observational study of home language 
support currently provided.

Researchers
 ≥ Dr Criss Jones Diaz
 ≥ Associate Professor Paola Escudero Neyra
 ≥ Associate Professor Christine Woodrow

Synopsis
The purpose of the proposed interdisciplinary research program 
is to provide an empirical examination of the needs for HL support 
in preschool children and their families in Greater Sydney and to 
investigate how two distinctive models cover those needs through 
an observational study, leading to recommendations for formal 
programs that support HL maintenance in young children. This 
project aims to:

1) Gather demographic information from a substantial number of 
children (Birth-5 years) growing up in Greater Sydney with an HL 
other than English and their families to establish a statistical profile of 
the needs and demands for formal community-based support for HL 
maintenance for pre-schoolers in Greater Sydney. 
2) Investigate the impact of two distinctive models of HL support 
currently provided in two early childhood settings in the Greater 
Sydney area, namely a bilingual child care centre, and a child care 
centre that provides HL support. 
3) Document parents’ views/perspectives on how the setting has 
positivity impacted their pre-school children’s HL maintenance and 
use.

Unintended consequences: schools, service delivery and the 
NDIS

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Christine Johnston
 ≥ Kerry Staples
 ≥ Associate Professor Danielle Tracey

Synopsis
This study will utilise a qualitative methodology to explore the 
experience of stakeholders who have experience of NDIS-funded 
services. Emphasis will be given to whether and how NDIS-funded 
services are being delivered in schools; the roles and responsibilities 
of stakeholders and their satisfaction with the outcomes achieved.

Five semi-structured interviews will be conducted with members of 
each of the following stakeholder groups:

 ≥ children/students who have an NDIS plan;
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 ≥ parents/carers whose children have an NDIS plan;
 ≥ teachers whose students are receiving NDIS services in school 
(likely to be SLSOs); 

 ≥ principals/ school executive staff who have received requests for 
NDIS funded services to be delivered in school;

 ≥ service providers (private therapists as well as NGOs). 

Interviews will be transcribed and thematic analysis used to analyse 
the data.

Parent engagement in children’s learning

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Christine Woodrow
 ≥ Dr Criss Jones Diaz
 ≥ Dr Dimas Santibanez (UoChile)

Synopsis
The proposed research is a collaborative project between WSU 
researchers in the SoE (Christine Woodrow and Criss Jones Diaz) 
and a senior researcher at the University of Chile (Dimas Santibanez). 
The research aims to investigate parent perspectives about their 
role in their young children’s learning and seeks to explore parents 
understanding and valuing of early childhood education. The 
research will be undertaken in high poverty and diverse communities 
in Santiago, Chile, a city of similar population size to Sydney. The 
research will allow a more comprehensive understanding of the 
focus area of early childhood education and its role in addressing 
educational disadvantage in diverse communities.

Data will initially be gathered through focus groups with parents with 
children early childhood education to surface broad themes relating 
to the study. In addition, 24 semi-structured Interviews with parents 
will enable the identification of issues of parent concern in regards to 
their children’s early education and their experience of barriers and 
opportunities to be participants in this. The data will be analysed in 
the context of the model identifying levels of permitted and actual 
Parent Engagement developed by Santibanez, and new findings will 
be generated leading to a refinement and expansion by the research 
team of the model.

Children’s bodies sensing ecologically: a study of pre-
language children’s ecological encounters in early 
childhood centres

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Karen Malone
 ≥ Dr Kumara Ward

Synopsis
This project aims to study pre-language children’s ecological 
encounters in early childhood centres through the theoretical 
framework of ‘ecomorphism’ to explore the concept of sensing 
ecologically. The key questions are:

 ≥ How are pre-language children communicating and being affected 
by their touching and sensing of other beings through their bodies 
when in natural environments? 

 ≥ Is ecomorphism, as a concept helpful for describing children’s 
sensing ecologically of their world around them?

In response to growing awareness of the value of nature play the 
introduction of nature, forest, beach and bush kindergartens and 
playgroups have risen dramatically in Australia and overseas. This 
focus on allowing children more opportunities outdoors to explore 
and play, has come at a time when it has been proven that playing 
outside in nature improves young children’s health and well-being 
and helps build their social, ecological and communication (Malone 
2018, Ward 2017). And while there is some research with children 
above 2 years there are still many assumptions around that inform 
centres and educators about what very young children who are 
not yet verbal are experiencing through outdoor encounters with 
nonhuman objects and how it then in turn informs their language and 
meaning making (Somerville and Williams, 2015; Ward 2017). This 
project seeks to provide some insights into these assumptions and in 
turn disrupt possible universal assumptions that may not be useful in 
early childhood education in the current context.

The meaning and uses of the ideas of vertical schooling and 
greenspace

Researchers
 ≥ Professor Michael Singh
 ≥ Professor Carol Reid
 ≥ Associate Professor Tonia Gray
 ≥ Dr Son Truong
 ≥ Dr Kumara Ward

Synopsis
Globally, as urban densification and loss of residential land becomes 
increasingly prevalent in major cities worldwide, moving ‘upwards’ 
into high rise architecture becomes a feasible option for vertical 
schooling, making learning transformations an internationally 
significant focus for curriculum research. As reported S. Truong, 
M. Singh, C. Reid, T. Gray and K. Ward (2018) investigating these 
innovative trends underway for educational infrastructure, where 
the existing construction of new schools is often restricted by 
available space and high purchase costs of land. The research team 
is collecting evidence from a range of sources that link education to 
a range of work, including government, media, urban developers, 
architects, and urban community organisations and using its 
multidisciplinary expertise to employ multiple analytical procedures 
to explore the multifarious beliefs, values, attitudes, aspirations 
and behaviours at play in the points of agreement and divergence 
about vertical schooling and greenspace. This study will provide 
‘baseline’ evidence from which to develop an initial understanding 
of the various narratives within which these ideas have been publicly 
framed as a basis for investigating what is required in terms of 
the innovative design and pedagogical approaches to using these 
educational structures to ensure direct contact with nature and open 
green spaces by staff and students. An excerpt from the team’s 
research is contained in a recent report on ‘cool schools’ funded by 
the Office of the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research and Innovation).

Reference
Truong, S., Singh, M. & Reid, C. & Gray, T. & Ward, K. (2018). Vertical 
schooling and learning transformations in curriculum research: 
Points and counterpoints in outdoor education and sustainability. 
Curriculum Perspectives. 38:181–186. https://rdcu.be/5RhP

https://rdcu.be/5RhP
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Developing a culturally and linguistically responsive English 
Medium Instruction pedagogy for higher education in China

Researchers
 ≥ Associate Professor Jinghe Han
 ≥ Professor Michael Singh
 ≥ Dr Lyn Tieu

Synopsis
This research project aims to address the pedagogical need for 
English Medium Instruction (EMI) within the higher education sector 
in China. In recent years, there has been an increasing demand for 
academic staff who are trained to teach through EMI in countries 
where English is not the medium language, including China. Through 
collaborative action research conducted with some of WSU’s partner 
universities in China, the current project aims to develop a culturally 
and linguistically responsive EMI pedagogy that multidisciplinary 
academic staff can apply in their subject teaching. The project will 
examine in particular EMI teaching as it relates to teachers’ and 
students’ culture and language, and their pedagogical repertoire. 
The data generated from this project and the external partnerships 
that the project entails are expected to allow the researchers to build 
towards a larger scale international study in the field.
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At the time of publication, CER researchers had contributed 
to 12 books; 59 book chapters; 53 journal articles and 10 
research reports. Books and articles published in high 
quality quartile 1 journals are featured in this section. A 
full publication list appears in the final section of Vision 
Unlimited.

Books
Cole, D. R., & Bradley, J. P. (Eds.) (2018). Principles of 
Transversality in Globalization and Education. Singapore: 
Springer. doi:10.1007/978–981–13–0583–2

Abstract 
The volume presents a challenge to think transversality in a way 
that is both responsible and liberating; it gives us a transversality 
for popular emancipation and not for subordination to profit. The 
stakes of the essays collected within are clear; we might identify two 
incompatible definitions of this term. While one approach implements 
a new flexibility, but subordinated to the profit motive and marketable 
skills, the other promises a radical rethinking of education across the 
globe. The authors present compelling new theory and practice of 
liberation, focused around the second option, as well as delimiting 
our contemporary challenges in education and globalization through 
practical examples of transversality.

Ferfolja, T., Jones Diaz, C., & Ullman, J. (2018). 
Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational 
Practices (2nd ed.). Port Melbourne, VIC: Cambridge 
University Press.

Abstract
Understanding Sociological Theory for Educational Practices 
introduces readers to the contemporary classroom through the lens 
of sociological theory. By compelling readers to think critically and 
reflexively this book helps future teachers create a welcoming and 
equitable learning environment for all students. This edition has been 
updated to include the latest research and resources, including links 
to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) to help 
readers connect the theory with their practice. Learning is supported 
through pedagogical features including key terms, case studies, 
end-of-chapter reflection questions and recommended resources. A 
new companion website features a curated suite of reading materials, 
extension questions and links to online resources. Understanding 
Sociological Theory for Educational Practices is an essential resource 
that enables teachers to confidently navigate the topics of diversity, 
disadvantage, discrimination and marginalisation in a range of 
educational contexts.

Gannon, S., Hattam, R., & Sawyer, W. (Eds.) (2018). 
Resisting Educational Inequality: Reframing Policy and 
Practice in Schools Serving Vulnerable Communities. U.K.: 
Routledge.

Abstract 
The book examines poverty, social exclusion and vulnerability in 
educational contexts at a time of rising inequality and when policy 
research suggests that such issues are being ignored or distorted 
within neoliberal logics. Using a range of theories and methodologies, 

including empirical and theory-building work as well as policy 
critique, this book opens innovative areas of thinking about the social 
issues surrounding educational practice and policy. By exploring 
different explanations and approaches to school change and 
considering how research, policy and practice might be reframed, this 
book moves systematically and insightfully through damage towards 
hope.

Gray, T., & Mitten, D. (Eds.) (2018). The Palgrave 
International Handbook of Women and Outdoor Learning. 
Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1007/978–3-
319–53550–0

Abstract 
This Handbook serves as a starting point for critical analysis 
and discourse about the status of women in outdoor learning 
environments (OLEs). Women choose to participate actively in 
outdoors careers, many believing the profession is a level playing field 
and that it offers alternatives to traditional sporting activities. They 
enter outdoor learning primarily on the strength of their enthusiasm 
for leading and teaching in natural environments and assume the 
field is inclusive, rewarding excellence regardless of age, gender, 
socioeconomic status, disability, or ethnicity. However, both research 
and collective experiences in OLEs suggest that many women feel 
invisible, relegated, marginalized, and undervalued. In response 
to this marginalization, this Handbook celebrates the richness of 
knowledge and practices of women practitioners in OLEs. Women 
scholars and practitioners from numerous fields, such as experiential 
outdoor education, adventure education, adventure therapy, and 
gender studies, explore the implications of their research and 
practice using poignant examples within their own disciplines. These 
insights emerge from similar life experiences as women and outdoor 
leaders in the 1970s to the present. Social inequalities still abound in 
OLEs, and the Handbook ensures that the contributions of women are 
highlighted as well as the work that needs to be done to make these 
spaces inclusive. Global in perspective and capacious in content, this 
one-stop volume is an indispensable reference resource for a diverse 
range of academics, including students and researchers in the fields 
of education, psychology, sociology, gender studies, geography, and 
environment studies, as well as the many outdoors fields.

Hall, T. J., Gray, T., Downey, G., & Singh, M. (Eds.) (2018). 
The Globalisation of Higher Education: Developing 
Internationalised Education Research and Practice. U.K.: 
Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1007/978–3-319–74579–4

Abstract 
This book argues that the neoliberal globalisation of higher education 
faces a need for recalibration. In light of increased concerns from 
universities in cultivating globalisation, this volume brings together 
a multi-ethnic and multilingual team of researchers who argue that 
the continued development of internationalized education now 
requires new research and practices. As university leaders seek to 
build the best programs to help students to go abroad, they can face 
a number of challenges – risk management, negotiating with diverse 
partners, designing rich experience-based learning and the hopes, 
fears and limitations of the students themselves. Consequently, 
the authors argue that changes are particularly important given 
the current US-centric and UK-centric structural readjustments 
to globalization policies across all fields of higher education and 

Publications



westernsydney.edu.au/cer

CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

19

knowledge production. This multi-perspectival edited collection will 
appeal to students and scholars of global education, globalization 
and international education.

Knijnik, J. D. (2018). The World Cup Chronicles: 31 Days 
That Rocked Brazil. Balgowlah Heights, NSW: Fair Play 
Publishing.

Abstract
The World Cup Chronicles: 31 Days that Rocked Brazil, is a unique and 
different look at the 2014 World Cup and its social, cultural, political 
and sporting impact on the people of Brazil. The World Cup wasn’t 
‘just’ a football tournament for Brazilian people – even though it came 
to be defined by the infamous 7–1 semi-final result against eventual 
winners, Germany – but it was part of the national psyche and 
important social change, overlaid by what we now know as corrupt 
practices within world football which included those in power in 
football in Brazil over decades. Knijnik’s book looks at before, during 
and after the World Cup and discusses the much-vaunted ‘legacy’ 
issues to which FIFA has always pointed as being what they give back 
to a nation.

Malone, K. (2018). Children in the Anthropocene: 
Rethinking Sustainability and Child Friendliness in Cities. 
U.K.: Palgrave. doi:10.1057/978–1-137–43091–5

Abstract
This book elaborates the need, in a rapidly urbanizing world, for 
recognition of the ecological communities we inhabit in cities and 
for the development of an ethics for all entities (human and non-
human) in this context. Children and their entangled relations with 
the human and more-than-human world are located centrally to the 
research on cities in Bolivia and Kazakhstan, which investigates the 
future challenges of the Anthropocene. The author explores these 
relations by employing techniques of intra-action, diffraction and 
onto-ethnography in order to reveal the complexities of children’s 
lives. These tools are supported by a theoretical framing that draws 
on posthumanist and new materialist literature. Through rich and 
complex stories of space-time-mattering in cities, this work connects 
children’s voices with a host of others to address the question of what 
it means to be a child in the Anthropocene.

Naidoo, L., Wilkinson, J., Adoniou, M., & Langat, K. (2018). 
Refugee Background Students Transitioning Into Higher 
Education: Navigating Complex Spaces. Singapore: 
Springer. doi:10.1007/978–981–13–0420–0

Abstract 
Transitioning into higher education is a challenge for many students, 
particularly for those from under-represented equity groups. For 
refugee background students, navigating in, through and out of 
higher education can be particularly complex and challenging. 
Drawing on rich case studies from longitudinal research into refugee 
youth and the academic and professional staff in schools and 
universities who support them, the book provides powerful and 
compelling narratives and insights into this journey. It untangles the 
complex nature of transition for students of refugee background in 
higher education, locating it within broader social trends of increasing 
social and cultural diversity, as well as government practices and 
policies concerning the educational resettlement of refugees.

Sawyer, W., Munns, G., Zammit, K., Attard, C., Vass, E., 
& Hatton, C. (2018). Engaging Schooling: Developing 
Exemplary Education for Students in Poverty. U.K.: 
Routledge. doi:10.4324/9781315561905

Abstract 
In Engaging Schooling, the authors use case studies to engagingly 
demonstrate how schools can use pedagogical change to enable 
students from low SES backgrounds to benefit academically and 
socially from their schooling. The book, which builds on Exemplary 
Teachers of Students in Poverty from the same research team, deals 
with key issues around the reshaping of schooling and teaching, 
focusing on structures for mentoring and research practice among 
teachers. It significantly advances international literature that 
highlights the role of pedagogy for engagement in the educational 
success of students from low SES backgrounds. Moving beyond 
the individual classroom to focus on whole-school change, the 
book provides a clearer picture of processes which schools might 
undergo to engage students in low SES contexts, including teacher 
research, mentoring practices, instructional leadership and classroom 
discourses. The book will be of interest to all students, teachers and 
professional researchers in the field of teacher education.

Singh, M., & Nguyen, T. H. N. (2018). Localising Chinese: 
Educating Teachers Through Service-learning. U.K.: 
Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1057/978–1-137–54282–3

Abstract 
This book presents innovative strategies for teaching the Chinese 
language to English-speaking students around the world, using in-
depth research arising from a long-running and successful Chinese 
language teaching programme in Sydney. Throughout the book 
its authors emphasise the importance of teaching methods which 
explore the relevance of Chinese to all aspects of students’ everyday 
lives; ‘Localising Chinese’ by folding it into students’ everyday 
sociolinguistic activities performed in English. The research presented 
here demonstrates how, through school-driven, research-oriented 
service-learning, university graduates from China learnt to use 
student-centred learning-focused language education as a basis for 
professional learning. In the context of China’s growing influence in 
the global academic community, this book addresses the urgent need 
to promote effective communication and partnerships. It provides a 
valuable resource for language teachers and teacher educators, as 
well as education researchers in the areas of international education, 
linguistics, the sociology of education and knowledge exchange.

Tan, L., & Zammit, K. (Eds.) (2018). Teaching Writing 
and Representing in the Primary School Years (2nd ed.). 
Melbourne, VIC: Pearson Australia.

Abstract 
This book offers a number of distinctive and critical contributions 
to building teachers’ pedagogic content knowledge for 21st century 
literacies. While deeply concerned with situated practices of 
language and literacy and creating pathways towards critical and 
transformed practice, each of the authors brings deep knowledge 
of both the WHAT and the HOW of scaffolding those practices and 
pathways. This includes knowledge of the multiple and simultaneous 
ways in which language and other semiotic systems interact to make 
meaning across a range of print and digital multimodal texts and, 
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crucially, a metalanguage to make those meanings visible to students. 
Metasemiotic knowledge also underpins the HOW of the explicit 
pedagogic practice which is demonstrated creatively throughout 
the book. Teachers are guided carefully through the stages of a 
scaffolding curriculum cycle, ie. the teaching and learning cycle, 
which is informed by foundational theories of Vygotsky, Bruner, 
Halliday and Painter as well as by the authors’ evidence-based 
research and practice in Australian contexts.

Ullman, J., & Ferfolja, T. (Eds.) (2018). Gender and 
Sexuality in Education and Health: Advocating for Equity 
and Social Justice. U.K.: Routledge.

Abstract
Highlighting the voices less commonly showcased to the public – 
voices of young people, parents, and social and health practitioners 
– this book comments on gender and sexuality in the contexts of 
formal and informal education, peer cultures and non-conformity, 
social sustainability and equal rights. At a time of mounting 
conservatism globally – when broader issues of equity and justice 
around sexuality and gender in education and health have come 
under attack – it is critical that health workers, social service 
practitioners and educators share approaches, stories, and data 
across these spaces to advocate for informative, inclusive approaches 
to sex, gender and sexuality education in an effort to speak back to 
the conservative voices which currently dominate policy spaces. This 
book was originally published as a special issue of Sex Education.

Journal Articles
Peer reviewed journal articles are an important outlet for 
disseminating CER research. In this section we highlight 
articled published in Q1 journals, according to the Scimago 
rating system. These journals are recognised as being in the 
top quartile of all journals in their particular field. 

Berger, N., & Archer, J. (2018). Qualitative insights into the 
relationship between socioeconomic status and students’ 
academic achievement goals. Social Psychology of 
Education, 21 (4), 787–803. doi:10.1007/s11218–018–9442–1

Abstract
Recent research using quantitative methodologies and an emerging 
social psychological theory of socioeconomic status (SES) has 
found an association between students’ SES and their academic 
achievement goals. As a new area of research in the achievement 
goal tradition, there has been little investigation of the contextual 
influences upon particular goal orientations in divergent SES 
contexts. To explore these influences, focus groups were conducted 
with 24 secondary school students aged 16–17 years attending a high 
and a low SES school in New South Wales, Australia. These teenagers 
were approaching a ‘developmental deadline’ which required 
immediate decisions about future work and education pathways. As 
such, they could be experiencing a period of heightened contextual 
influences. Directed content analysis of the focus groups observed 
the broad distinctions in achievement goals seen in previous 
quantitative studies. However, the analysis elucidated some of the 
ways in which norms and values in different SES contexts influenced 
the adoption of particular goal orientations. In some cases, the same 
orientation had markedly different contextual influences stemming 
from students’ SES backgrounds. From these exploratory findings, 
we argue for further research into the factors which influence the 
adoption of different achievement goals by students from different 
SES backgrounds.

Cole, D. R. (2018). Individuation, vitalism and space in 
the overseas study tour. Higher Education Research & 
Development, 37(2), 241–253. doi:10.1080/07294360.201
7.1374356

Abstract
Study abroad programs at university are supported as a means 
to expand university operations beyond the study walls of the 
institution, and to help students become aware of and cope with the 
demands of an increasingly interconnected and globalised world. 
This paper questions the assumptions that underlie the tendencies 
in contemporary study abroad programs, whose ethos it is argued, 
at the same time misunderstands and underestimates the potential 
effects of the study abroad practice. Using a theoretical framework 
derived from the French philosophy of science of Gilbert Simondon, 
Gaston Bachelard and Georges Canguilhem, this paper puts to 
work fully elaborated and contextualised concepts, which look to 
change and expand one’s notion of the learning possible due to 
study abroad programs, beyond experiential change. Simondon’s 
individuation questions the ways in which particular student agencies 
and learning characteristics are constructed in study abroad tours, 
Bachelard’s concept of space questions the reality of precise 
coordinates and concrete analyses of the study abroad tour itinerary, 
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and Canguilhem’s vitalism puts under pressure ‘the life’ of the tour 
learnings and effects. This paper will be furnished with empirical 
evidence taken from a recent overseas tour involving Australian 
students performing teaching practicums in schools in Penang, 
Malaysia.

Gannon, S., Tracey, D. K., & Ullman, J. (2018). Bolstering 
graduates’ success through working as student 
ambassadors in university widening participation 
programs. Higher Education Research and Development, 
37(4), 715–729. doi:10.1080/07294360.2018.1455643

Abstract
Since 2010, the Higher Education Participation and Partnerships 
Program (HEPPP) has provided funding for Australian universities to 
‘raise aspiration’ among under-represented groups. Underpinned by 
utilitarian discourses of human capital and individual capacitation, 
these resources have transformed the ways that universities seek 
to engage prospective students. This paper turns to an overlooked 
cohort that is integral to widening participation initiatives, but has 
rarely been the focus of research.

These are the student ambassadors – university students who 
work within HEPPP programs. This paper reports findings from the 
alumni component of a mixed-method study which examines how 
widening participation programs, which are ostensibly directed at 
future university enrolments, might also help university students who 
work as student ambassadors to become successful professionals 
and citizens once they graduate from university. Alumni accounts of 
their experiences and self-reported impact of their ambassador work 
advocate a more holistic view of graduate success and how activities 
beyond mandatory coursework can contribute to success beyond 
university graduation. Evidence from student ambassador alumni 
suggests that these positive impacts are broad and long-lasting, 
contributing to students’ professional successes and personal lives.

Gore, J., Patfield, S., Holmes, K., & Smith, M. (2018). 
Widening participation in medicine?: new insights from 
school students’ aspirations. Medical Education, 52(2), 
227–238. doi:10.1111/medu.13480

Abstract
Students from lower socioeconomic status backgrounds continue 
to be under-represented in medical education. Although various 
initiatives have been implemented by universities to widen 
participation, their effectiveness and their timing remain contentious. 
Prior studies have primarily focused on students already on a medical 
pathway, with little analytical attention given to the aspirations of 
primary and secondary school-aged students. The aim of this study 
was to identify the characteristics of students who express early 
interest in medicine and ascertain the degree to which diversification 
of the future medical student cohort is indicated.

Hanham, J., & McCormick, J. (2018). A multilevel study of 
self-beliefs and student behaviors in a group problem-
solving task. Journal of Educational Research, 111(2), 201–
212. doi:10.1080/00220671.2016.1241736

Abstract
Relationships among self-construal, self-efficacy, and group 
behaviors during a group problem-solving task with friends and 
acquaintances were hypothesized. The sample comprised 126 
students in Grades 8–11, from 5 randomly selected government high 
schools, organized into 42 groups. Data collection involved self-
reports and observations. Self-report data measured self-construal, 
self-efficacy for working with friends, and self-efficacy for working 
with acquaintances, and the observational data captured salient 
student behaviors. Data were analysed using exploratory factor 
analysis and multilevel modeling. Self-efficacy for working with 
acquaintances was related to the development of ideas and also the 
critical review of ideas in groups. This study provides insights into the 
relatively underexplored phenomena of group work with friends and 
acquaintances.

Holmes, K., Gore, J., Smith, M., & Lloyd, A. (2018). An 
integrated analysis of school students’ aspirations for 
STEM careers: which student and school factors are 
most predictive? International Journal of Science and 
Mathematics Education, 16(4), 655–675. doi:10.1007/
s10763–016–9793-z

Abstract
Declining enrolments in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM) disciplines and a lack of interest in STEM 
careers are concerning at a time when society is becoming more 
reliant on complex technologies. We examine student aspirations 
for STEM careers by drawing on surveys conducted annually from 
2012 to 2015. School students in years 3 to 12 (n = 6492) were asked 
to indicate their occupational choices. A logistic regression analysis 
showed that being in the older cohorts, possessing high cultural 
capital, being male, having a parent in a STEM occupation and high 
prior achievement in reading and numeracy, were significant. This 
analysis provides a strong empirical basis for school-based initiatives 
to improve STEM participation. In particular, strategies should target 
the following: the persistent lack of interest by females in some 
careers, improving student academic achievement in both literacy 
and numeracy and expanding knowledge of STEM careers, especially 
for students without familial STEM connections.

Knijnik, J. D. (2018). Imagining a multicultural community 
in an everyday football carnival: chants, identity and social 
resistance on Western Sydney terraces. International 
Review for the Sociology of Sport, 53(4), 471–489. 
doi:10.1177/1012690216665356

Abstract
Football fans around the world chant together to generate a 
carnivalesque atmosphere as well as to proclaim their collective 
identity. This paper unveils the key social issues that are behind 
the chants of the most culturally diverse cohort of football fans in 
Australia, the Western Sydney Wanderers FC supporters. Using a 
theoretical approach based on the everyday to look at data gathered 
over two years of ethnographic fieldwork, the paper reveals how 
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the lyrics of the chants and the noisy carnival of the Wanderers 
fans express their multicultural identity and their hopes for a 
nonconflictive community. The findings also demonstrate how the 
chants challenge mainstream fandom culture in the country and in so 
doing, express fans’ resistance to the constraints of the current social 
order. Additionally, the results show how the carnivalesque quality 
brought to Western Sydney by the chants enters the fans’ daily 
routine. Closing notes suggest that the methodology used in this 
research should be employed in different Australian sports codes to 
examine how multiculturalism is currently enacted in these sites. The 
paper concludes by proposing that, more than singing for the club, 
this multicultural cohort is chanting for themselves.

Knijnik, J. D. (2018). Social agency and football fandom: 
the cultural pedagogies of the Western Sydney ultras. 
Sport in Society, 21(6), 946–959. doi:10.1080/17430437.20
17.1300394

Abstract
This article addresses key questions of social agency and cultural 
pedagogy within the neoliberal structures of ‘modern football’ in the 
Australian context. It reports on a two-year ethnographic study of 
the Red and Black Bloc, an Australian ultras group in Western Sydney, 
one of the most culturally diverse areas in Australia. The origins of the 
Western Sydney ultras are described, along with their struggles to 
build their own cultural identity and to fight for social agency within a 
commodified football league. By combining a multifaceted theoretical 
model with a range of ethnographic data – including document 
analysis and in-depth interviews – this study reveals the processes by 
which the Western Sydney ultras enhance members’ social cohesion 
towards an increased social consciousness. The paper acknowledges 
the role that ultras, as authentic cultural formations, may have in the 
propagation of new cultural pedagogies that have the potential to 
enhance citizenship, communal life and participatory democracy.

Lee, C. (2018). Initial development of the Meaningful 
Learning with Technology Scale (MeLTS) for high-school 
students. Interactive Learning Environments, 26(2), 163–
174. doi:10.1080/10494820.2017.1283336

Abstract
With the rapid developments in emerging technologies and the 
emphasis on technologies in learning environments, the connection 
between technologies and meaningful learning has strengthened. 
Developing an

understanding of the components of meaningful learning with 
technology is pivotal, as this may enable educators to make more 
informed decisions about classroom interventions and pedagogies 
for the effective use of technologies to foster learning. The main 
aim of this study was therefore to address the research gap in 
exploring the components involved in meaningful learning with 
technology through the development of the Meaningful Learning 
with Technology Scale (MeLTS) instrument, developed to assess 
high-school students’ understanding of meaningful learning and the 
specific roles of technologies in learning. The results obtained from 
exploratory factor analysis and confirmatory factor analysis support 
the nine-factor structure of MeLTS.

Maiano, C., Coutu, S., Tracey, D. K., Bouchard, S., Lepage, 
G., Morin, A. J., & Moullec, G. (2018). Prevalence of anxiety 
and depressive disorders among youth with intellectual 
disabilities: a systematic review and meta-analysis. 
Journal of Affective Disorders, 236, 230–242. doi:10.1016/j.
jad.2018.04.029

Abstract
Background: The purpose of this meta-analytic study was to 
determine the pooled prevalence estimates of anxiety and depressive 
disorders among children and adolescents with intellectual disabilities 
(ID) and to assess the extent to which these pooled prevalence rates 
differed according to studies’ characteristics.

Method: A systematic literature search was performed in nine 
databases and 21 studies, published between 1975 and 2015, met the 
inclusion criteria.

Results: The resulting pooled prevalence estimates of combined 
subtypes of anxiety and depressive disorders were respectively (a) 
5.4% and 2.8% across samples; (b) 1.2% and 0.03% among children; 
and (c) 7.9% and 1.4% among adolescents. Pooled prevalence 
estimates for specific subtypes of anxiety disorders ranged from (a) 
0.2% to 11.5% across samples; (b) 0.7% to 17.6% among children; and 
(c) 0.6% to 19.8% among adolescents. Pooled prevalence estimates of 
dysthymic disorder and major depressive disorder were respectively 
(a) 3.4% and 2.5% across samples; (b) 2.1% and 3.2% among children; 
and (c) 6.9% and 5.7% among adolescents. Finally, subgroup analyses 
showed significant variations in the pooled prevalence estimates 
of combined subtypes of anxiety disorders, obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, and generalized anxiety disorder; and combined subtypes 
of depressive disorders.

Limitations: The present findings of this meta-analysis should be 
interpreted with caution given several limitations related to the 
characteristics of the populations, diagnostic method and sampling 
method.

Conclusion: Findings provide recommendations for future studies 
investigating psychological disorders among youth with ID, as well 
as how clinicians and policy makers can improve diagnostic practices 
and support for youth with ID.

Maiano, C., Hue, O., Tracey, D. K., Lepage, G., Morin, A. 
J., & Moullec, G. (2018). Static postural control among 
school-aged youth with Down syndrome: a systematic 
review. Gait and Posture, 62, 426–433. doi:10.1016/j.
gaitpost.2018.03.027

Abstract
Background: Youth with Down syndrome are characterized by motor 
delays when compared to typically developing (TD) youth, which may 
be explained by a lower postural control or reduced postural tone.

Objective: In the present article, we summarize research comparing 
the static postural control, assessed by posturography, between 
youth with Down syndrome and TD youth.
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Methods: A systematic literature search was performed in 10 
databases and seven studies, published between 2001 and 2017, met 
our inclusion criteria.

Results: Based on the present reviewed findings, it is impossible to 
conclude that children with Down syndrome present significantly 
lower static postural control compared to TD children. In contrast, 
findings showed that adolescents with Down syndrome tended to 
present significantly lower static postural control compared to TD 
adolescents when visual and plantar cutaneous inputs were disturbed 
separately or simultaneously.

Conclusion: The present findings should be interpreted with caution 
given the limitations of the small number of reviewed studies. 
Therefore, the static postural control among youth with Down 
syndrome should be further investigated in future rigorous studies 
examining the contribution of a range of sensory information.

Orlando, J., Hanham, J., & Ullman, J. (2018). Exploring 
intentional use of a technological proxy, Turnitin, to 
enhance student academic literacy practices. Australasian 
Journal of Educational Technology, 34(4), 44–56. 
doi:10.14742/ajet.3575

Abstract
Current pedagogical practices have seen the rapid spread of 
technological tools that carry out tasks on behalf of the learner; we 
use the term technological proxy to refer to these tools. A popular 
technological proxy used by students worldwide is a text-matching 
software called Turnitin. Turnitin alerts users to sections of an 
assignment that appear to match materials that exist in some other 
published or previously submitted form. This paper reports on a 
small case study that examined how university students use Turnitin 
and the implications its use has on their academic literacy practices. 
Drawing on theories of intentional learning, achievement goal 
orientation theory, and self-efficacy theory, we applied think-aloud 
protocols and focus groups to elicit data on students’ interpretation 
and use of Turnitin feedback. Results show that the majority of 
students used the proxy with a performance goal orientation that 
focused on achieving a low similarity index. This dominating goal 
orientation is attributed to students’ low self-efficacy for using 
the program, and the university’s positioning of the program as a 
plagiarism tool. Hands-on experience with Turnitin contributed to a 
shift in using the program with intentionality.

Somerville, M. & Powell, S. (2018). Thinking posthuman 
with mud: and children of the Anthropocene. Journal of 
Educational Philosophy and Theory, 1–12. doi:10.1080/0013
1857.2018.1516138

Abstract
This article addresses the problem of writing the posthuman in 
educational research. Confronted by our own failures as educational 
researchers within posthuman and new materialist approaches, it 
seeks a more radical opening to Lather and St Pierre’s questions: “If 
we give up “human” as separate from non-human, how do we exist? 
… Are we willing to take on this question that is so hard to think but 
that might enable different lives?’ We do this to enable different lives 
for the planet in all of its manifestations, including its children of 
the Anthropocene. We begin with the insistent presence of mud in 

our deep hanging out in an early learning site and ask: what is mud, 
what does it do, where can mud lead us in its oozing at Grey Gums 
Preschool. From these explorations we include a scripted dialogue 
that was performed at a conference against a background of rolling 
images of the proliferation of mud’s play with children. We consider 
this scripted dialogue, and its performance, as data read in relation 
to the recent special issue of Educational Philosophy and Theory on 
‘Educational epistemologies in a more than human world’ (2017).

Taylor, C., & Gannon, S. (2018). Doing time and motion 
diffractively: academic life everywhere and all the time. 
International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 
31(6), 465–486. doi:10.1080/09518398.2017.1422286

Abstract
This article offers a diffractive methodological intervention into 
workplace studies of academic life. In its engagement of a playful, 
performative research and writing practice, the article speaks back 
to technocratic organisational and sociological workplace ‘time 
and motion’ studies which centre on the human and rational, and 
presume a linear teleology of cause and effect. As a counterpoint, 
we deploy posthumanist new materialist research practices which 
refuse human-centric approaches and aim to give matter its due. As 
a means to analyse what comes out of our joint workspaces photo 
project we produce two ‘passes’ through data – two diffractive 
experiments which destabilise what normally counts as ‘findings’ and 
their academic presentation. The article deploys the motif of ‘starting 
somewhere else’ to signal both our intention to keep data animated, 
alive and interactive, and to utilise visual and written modes of 
seriality as enabling constraints which produce a more generative 
focus on the mundane, emergent, unforeseen, and happenstance in 
studies of daily working life.

Tracey, D. K., Gray, T., Truong, S., & Ward, K. S. (2018). 
Combining acceptance and commitment therapy with 
adventure therapy to promote psychological wellbeing for 
children at-risk. Frontiers in Psychology, 9. doi:10.3389/
fpsyg.2018.01565

Abstract
With high rates of psychological distress reported amongst 
children internationally, the development and evaluation of new 
program initiatives is critical in order to meet the challenge of this 
burgeoning issue. Both acceptance and commitment therapy and 
adventure therapy are emerging as popular strategies to elevate 
psychological wellbeing. This small-scale program evaluation focuses 
on nine upper primary school aged children enrolled in a specialist 
school in Australia for children with challenging behaviour and/
or emotional needs. Participants completed a newly developed 
8-week intervention entitled ‘ACT in the Outdoors’ which combined 
key principles of both acceptance and commitment therapy and 
adventure therapy. The program was evaluated via a combination of 
pre and post participant psychological measures, and post interviews 
with participants and teachers. The results of this small-scale 
preliminary evaluation suggest that a portion of the participating 
children reported improvements in psychological wellbeing and skill 
development. Improvements appear to be mitigated by attendance 
and level of psychological wellbeing upon program entry. Based on 
this premise, the results suggest that more research is warranted 

https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2018.1516138
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131857.2018.1516138
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to further understand the potential benefit of this innovative 
interdisciplinary approach.

Ullman, J. (2018). Breaking out of the (anti)bullying ‘box’: 
NYC educators discuss trans/gender diversity-inclusive 
policies and curriculum. Sex Education, (18), 495–510. doi:1
0.1080/14681811.2018.1431881

Abstract
New York City (NYC) is considered to be one of the world’s most 
progressive cities and gender and sexuality diversity (GSD)-
inclusive education departmental policies appear to reflect these 
values. However, even within such a context, NYC educators report 
challenges in their work to meet the needs of trans/gender-diverse 
students and the visibility of trans/gender diversity more generally 
within their pre-K – 12 school communities. This paper reports on 
interview data from 31 school staff members from nine public and 
independent schools located in the NYC metro region, with a specific 
focus on their framing of inclusivity and bullying, and reported 
support of trans/gender-diverse students. Based on educators’ 
representations of their schools, the nine schooling environments fell 
into two broad clusters: (1) those framing trans/gender inclusivity 
as an anti-bullying initiative and working at the minimum policy 
requirements, and (2) those working beyond bullying discourses 
and policy frameworks to conceptualise trans/gender inclusivity 
as integral to the school’s mission and as offering clear whole-
community benefit. Findings support the constraints of bullying 
discourse on even supportive educators’ curricular ‘translation’ 
of GSD-inclusive policies, reinforcing the need for relevant policy 
reframing and targeted professional development opportunities, 
particularly for school leaders.

Journal Articles [in press]
Cole, D. R. (2018). [In Press] Nowhere: Erewhon. 
Educational Philosophy and Theory. doi:10.1080/00131857.
2018.1439377

Abstract
What is nowhere? Is it a non-place that has been created by the 
disappearance of distinct identities in the spread of standardised, 
global capitalism? Or has it come about as a result of colonialisation 
and the separation of indigenous cultures from their lands, and 
their replacement with vacuous, colonised, globalised non-places? 
This article suggests that ‘nowhere’, which was satirically entitled, 
‘Erewhon’ by Samuel Butler due to the inverted action of machines, 
is still being created today, but by the combined forces of financial 
capitalism, digital colonialisation (e.g. Facebook or Twitter) and the 
present-day global curriculum, and its concomitant teaching and 
learning methods. Even though the present day curriculum refers 
to place, for example, in geographical studies, this referencing in no 
way establishes a connection with or to this place for the cohort. 
Rather, the present day curriculum precisely and systematically 
evacuates any possibility of connective-affective-synthesis (i.e. a 
curriculum that is enacted and felt), and at the same time provides 
false and illusionary utopias, such as an ideal global democracy based 
on international money flows. These actions in the establishment 
of ‘nowheres’ through learning shall be explored in this article by 

attention to tropes connected to contemporary educational practice 
and the philosophy of education.

Crinall, S. & Somerville, M. (2018). [In Press] Informal 
environmental learning: Children/ water/ dirt in everyday 
life as artful sustenance. Environmental Education 
Research, (Accepted 22 August, 2018).

Abstract
This post-inquiry paper looks to the intimate matter of young children 
and their worlds outside of school. With new materialism, water 
and art as philosophical muse, a new kind of ‘sustaining nature’ for 
environmental education emerges, problematizing ‘sustainability’ 
as an aim. We gathered and exchanged short videos and field 
notes (iPhone artifacts) during morning and afternoon walks with 
young children in our everyday lives. In a playful moment, these are 
engaged with in relation to theoretical material on ‘art and sensation’ 
from philosophers, Gilles Deleuze (2003); Elizabeth Grosz (2008); 
and ontologies of water that do post-qualitative research playfully 
(Crinall 2017; Somerville 2017). We mutually emerge with relational 
pedagogies, conjuring the grace and gift of daily life with the matter 
of clay, dirt, deadbird, water, and home into an environmental 
learning that attunes bodies/minds to the significance, grace and gift 
of sustaining, artful everyday life.

D’warte, J. (2018). [In Press] Recognizing and leveraging 
the bilingual meaning-making potential of young 
people aged six to eight years old in one Australian 
classroom. Journal of Early Childhood Literacy. 
doi:10.1177/1468798418769361

Abstract
Although unevenly distributed, many Australian classrooms are 
increasingly diverse and include young people from a wide variety of 
cultural and linguistic backgrounds, young people who speak many 
different languages and dialects of English. These diverse classrooms 
offer rich and exciting teaching and learning opportunities and 
require innovative pedagogies that bolster the abilities of educators 
to draw upon young peoples’ transcultural and translingual 
competencies. This paper details curricula and pedagogies 
employed in a classroom with six- to eight-year old children newly 
arrived in Australia. In this classroom, children were positioned as 
ethnographers of their own language practices; language repertoires 
were recognized, validated and treated as resources for learning. 
Analysis centres on the relevant connections made between 
academic content, children’s experiences and the promotion of 
children’s identities as bilingual meaning-makers.

Krivokapic-Skoko, B., Reid, C., & Collins, J. (2018). [In 
Press] Rural cosmopolitism in Australia. Journal of Rural 
Studies. doi:10.1016/j.jrurstud.2018.01.014

Abstract
Australia is one of the world’s great migration nations: in seven 
decades of post-war immigration Australia has attracted immigrants 
from all over the globe so that only Luxembourg and Switzerland 
have a greater immigrant presence among OECD countries (OECD, 
2016). Most of those immigrants have settled in cosmopolitan 
Australian cities, with Australia one of the most urbanised nations in 
the world today. But in the last fifteen years new visa pathways have 
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been opened up for permanent and temporary immigrants to settle 
in rural and regional Australia. These new immigrants settle in what 
is called the ‘Australian bush’ and follow the pathway of previous 
generations of immigrant settlers who settled in regional and rural 
areas over the past two hundred years. At the same time Australia 
has a much longer history of Indigenous settlement dating some 
60,000 years. Today’s regional and rural Australia has developed a 
cosmopolitan character as a result of this Indigenous and immigrant 
history and the ways that recent immigrants and Indigenous 
Australians have interacted with the majority established population. 
Yet this cosmopolitan story of rural Australia is largely overlooked.

This paper attempts to assist in redressing this neglect. The 
stereotype of the average rural dweller in Australia is white and 
‘red-necked’ (a polite term for racist and xenophobic). This paper 
also attempts to shatter this stereotype and replace it with a more 
nuanced description of diversity, cosmopolitanism and acceptance 
of difference. First broad sociological theories of cosmopolitanism 
are reviewed including literature addressing rural cosmopolitanism, 
in particular. A cosmopolitan perspective is then applied to literature 
concerning rural Australia and specifically Indigenous Australians. 
Finally, the paper draws on fieldwork from a range of research 
projects located in regional, rural and remote locations across 
Australia. The methods used in those studies were mainly in-depth 
and focus group interviews conducted with new immigrants settling 
in non-metropolitan Australia within the last ten years, immigrant 
teachers and farmers, and Indigenous entrepreneurs located in 
regional areas.

Powell, S., & Somerville, M. (2018). [In Press] Drumming 
in excess and chaos: music, literacy and sustainability in 
early years learning. Journal of Early Childhood Literacy. 
doi:10.1177/1468798418792603

Abstract
For children born in the 21st century, the enmeshing of natural and 
human forces in the survival of the planet requires conceptual and 
practical innovation. This paper comes from a project funded by the 
Australian Research Council investigating the integration of literacy 
and sustainability in early years learning. The methodology employed 
was ‘deep hanging out’, the purpose of which is to observe without 
bias or assumption. This paper focuses on a video from a preschool 
depicting children playing drums and percussion instruments outside, 
in the playground. We consider the nature of literacy differently, 
conceptualizing literacy + sustainability within the context of the 
more than- human, intra active world. In our example, the drumming 
ebbs and flows in intensity, children come and go, rhythms merge 
then diverge; a chaos of sound and vibration, a refrain of rhythm, 
movement and bodies, driven by the excess of the earth’s energy 
and musical force. We see children communicate a sense of the 
world – with drums, each other, earth – sustained by the vitality of 
place, the materiality of drums and sound, the energy of earth and 
the movement of bodies. In this example, we extend the conversation 
around what literacy and sustainability might look like, offering 
possibilities for producing new knowledge about literacy and new 
understandings of sustainability.

Press, F., Woodrow, C., Logan, H., & Mitchell, L. (2018). 
[In Press] Can we belong in a neo-liberal world?: neo-
liberalism in early childhood education and care policy in 
Australia and New Zealand. Contemporary Issues in Early 
Childhood. doi:10.1177/1463949118781909

Abstract
Since the 1990s, neo-liberal economics has profoundly altered 
the nature and delivery of early childhood education and care in 
both Australia and New Zealand through the creation of childcare 
markets. Accompanying the rise of the market has been a discourse 
of childcare as a commodity – a commodity marketed and sold to 
its consumers (read parents) as a private benefit. The stratifying 
impact of neo-liberalism in education policy has been argued by 
numerous scholars of education. Arguably, in both Australia and New 
Zealand, early childhood education and care is more commodified 
and subject to the market than any other area of education. Thus, 
the authors consider whether early childhood education and 
care has shifted away from being understood as a social good, 
a site for social cohesion and democratic practice – all of which 
the authors consider to be implicated in a conceptualisation of 
belonging appropriate to the project of early childhood education 
and care. This article considers the impact of neo-liberal policies on 
early childhood education and care in Australia and New Zealand, 
especially in relation to understandings and manifestations of 
‘belonging’. The authors trace the impact of neo-liberalism in early 
childhood education and care policy and examine the ways in which 
the discourse of early childhood education and care provision has 
changed, both in policy and in how the market makes its appeal to 
parents as consumers. The authors argue that appeals to narrowly 
defined, individualised self-interest and advancement threaten 
understandings of belonging based on social solidarity and 
interdependence.

Sanagavarapu, P., Abraham, J., & Taylor, E. (2018). [In 
Press] Development and validation of a scale to measure 
first year students’ transitional challenges, wellbeing, 
help-seeking, and adjustments in an Australian university. 
Higher Education. doi:10.1007/s10734–018–0298–2

Abstract
To date, there is no research or instrument that can collectively 
measure beginning students’ transitional challenges, wellbeing, 
help-seeking, and adjustments to university. This paper addresses 
this research gap by theorising and describing the relationship 
between these constructs and by developing and assessing the 
psychometric properties of a scale to measure those, labelled 
as Transition, Wellbeing, Help-seeking, and Adjustments Scale 
(TWHAS). Data was collected from 306 first year students studying 
in an Australian university, using a self-reporting questionnaire. The 
analysis shows that the TWHAS is a sound and psychometrically valid 
instrument. This questionnaire makes a unique contribution to the 
students’ transition literature in Higher Education. Its implications for 
universities, along with recommendations for further research, are 
also briefly discussed.
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HDR Cohorts

Higher Degree Research Cohorts are established within 
research program areas. Members of cohort groups have 
direct access to experienced supervisors who are leading 
educational academics nationally and internationally and 
have opportunities to engage with international visiting 
scholars, post-doctoral research fellows, international 
visiting scholars and other current HDR students through a 
lively on-campus and on-line intellectual environment. 

ENIGMA
The ENIGMA group consists of researchers and HDR students 
focussed on issues related to mathematics, science and STEM 
Education. The group consists of researchers from the School of 
Education’s Centre for Educational Research, WSU’s Mathematics 
Education Support Hub and student researchers at various stages of 
their candidature.

INSPIRED!
The Inspired! members share a commitment to high quality research 
that is applied in its orientation and utilises methods that value the 
active role of participants in the research process. The projects centre 
on questions of importance to children, their families, their teachers 
and the professionals working with them. Members acknowledge 
that there are multiple ways of researching and utilise a range of 
methodologies including mixed-methods, case study, ethnography, 
participatory techniques and action research. This diversity is 
highly valued as it enhances the research knowledge and skills of all 
members. 

LΣARN
Learning Sciences refers to an interdisciplinary field that investigates 
teaching and learning in various settings using theories and 
models from different fields such as cognitive science, educational 
psychology, instructional science, computer science and literacy 
studies. We are particularly interested in deep learning which is one 
of the scholarly inquiries in learning sciences. Like other learning 
scientists, we are interested in findings ways to understand and 
design innovative approaches to develop deep learning.

ROSETE
The Research-Oriented School-Engaged Teacher Education 
(ROSETE) program, otherwise known as the Ningbo Student 
Volunteer Program is a long term (since 2006) Australia-China 
educational partnership program between the New South Wales 
Department of Education, the Ningbo Education Bureau and Western 
Sydney University. The program is designed to support the research, 
teaching and learning of the Chinese language and culture in schools 
in Western Sydney and to build the capacity of the teaching service in 
Ningbo, China. Specifically, this program integrates university-based 
research education and school-based teacher education.

SPACE PLACE BODY SUSTAINABILITY
The overall aim and purpose of this research program is to continue 
building a thriving international hub of research that addresses 
compelling research questions in education (more specifically 
environmental/sustainability/ecological education) that have 
evolved as a consequence of the naming of the Anthropocene. The 
Anthropocene is a geological epoch that acknowledges the extent of 
human impact on the planet and conjures up a range of possibilities 
around the role of education to address the impending ecological 

crisis. In response to this crisis is an urgency to consider new and 
innovative posthumanist pedagogies and methodologies that disrupt 
traditional humancentric views of education and consider ways to 
educate about being in the world and being worldly with others in 
different ways.

TRANSFORMERS
The Transformers group coheres around several key understandings 
about research. These include:

 ≥ Commitments to quality research and a high regard for its social 
value and contribution;

 ≥ Approaches to research that incorporate potential for capacity 
building/knowledge building for participants;

 ≥ Reciprocity; educational justice and the value of collaboration in 
research.

Most research is conducted within the qualitative interpretative 
paradigm and draws on a range of social theories that include, but 
are not limited to feminist-postructural theories. Methodologies 
include participative action research, narrative approaches, case 
study and ethnography. A number of participants are researching 
early years contexts and family/parent engagement is another key 
area of enquiry.
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The Centre for Educational Research congratulates HDR 
Graduates from Autumn and Spring 2018.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
ADEL MOHAMMED S ALOMARI
School of Education 
Supervisors: A/Prof. C.B.Lee; Dr. P. Snagavarapu; Prof C. Reid

Thesis title:
Flipped Learning and Self-Regulated Learning Experiences in 
Higher Education: A Qualitative Case Study.

Thesis abstract:
This qualitative case study used Pintrich’s self-regulated learning 
framework to examine self-regulated learning in the context of 
flipped learning for students in a pre-service teaching program 
at an Australian university. In contrast with previous studies, this 
study revealed considerable differences between students on 
their experiences and evaluations of flipped learning, and also 
in the extent to which they demonstrated various forms of self-
regulated learning. The findings of this study indicate the ways in 
which the flipped learning approach fostered/hindered the use of 
self-regulated learning. This Thesis offers recommendations for the 
design and implementation of flipped learning initiatives in higher 
education. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
XINGHUI JIN
CER, School of Education 
Supervisors: Prof. M.Simons; A/Prof. C.B. Lee

Thesis title:
Challenges Facing Leadership of Australian Universities for 
Partnership-Driven Internationalisation with Chinese Universities: 
Realities and Implications.

Thesis abstract:
A case study has been undertaken to explore the tensions and 
dilemmas that have been challenging Australian universities in 
undertaking partnerships with Chinese universities. Data analysis 
has contributed to the research findings that point to the external 
and internal challenges. The external dilemmas are dominantly 
associated with the profit-driven marketing strategies of Australian 
universities. The internal dilemmas are related to competing values 
and leadership roles among the multi-layered participants in the 
investigated Australian universities. A new spirit of academic 
capitalism is developed to address the challenges, so as to contribute 
to sustainable and effective partnerships between Australian and 
Chinese universities. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
DION STUART KHLENTZOS
School of Education 
Supervisors: Dr. B.Dobia; Dr. R.Parada

Thesis title:
Empathic Connection or Addictive Flight? Helping Fathers in 
Recovery from Addiction Develop Empathic Relationships with 
their Children.

Thesis abstract:
This research explored the effects of a parenting program for a 
sample of fathers recovering from addictions. An initial phase 
compared questionnaire results for fathers recovering from 
addictions and fathers with no reported addiction in relation 
to empathy, emotion regulation, mental health symptoms, and 
attachment to one of their children. In the second phase, seven 
fathers participated in an emotion-focused parenting program with 
a particular focus on exploring their experiences of fatherhood. 
Analysis of these individual case studies showed improvements in 
emotion regulation and empathy-related attachment, underscoring 
the benefits of supporting men as fathers for their recovery.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
JANICE ANNE MORRISON
CER, School of Education 
Supervisors: A/Prof. K.Zammit; A/Prof. S.Gannon

Thesis title:
Equity Program Principals: Policy Mediation for Equity

Thesis abstract:
The Thesis investigated several NSW government school principals’ 
implementation of the Smarter Schools Low SES School Communities 
National Partnership program. After analysing the ways in which 
principals were positioned by policy discourse underpinned by 
economic rationalism, ways in which principals mediated policy 
accountabilities for student equity were examined. Investigation 
occurred specifically for domains of accountability, leadership and 
the quality of teaching. Findings indicated that principals were 
capable of deconstructing complex reform discourses and applying 
nuanced responses to policy discourses to achieve student equity. 
Principals became careful and selective mediators and co-producers 
of complex school reform. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
ALFRED MUPENZI
CER, School of Education 
Supervisors: A/Prof. L.Naidoo; A/Prof. S.Gannon

Thesis title:
Narratives of displacement Resilience and Education: Experiences 
of African students with a refugee background in Australian 
Tertiary Education

Thesis abstract:
This study investigates educational resilience through the narratives 
of displaced African students from the Great Lakes region of 
Africa and surrounding countries, in Australian tertiary education. 
It presents participants’ lived experienced prior to displacement; 
in transit countries; and after resettlement in Australia. Findings 
highlight African students with a refugee background being seen as 
an homogeneous group; facing alienations arising from being denied 
agency and identity when they enter class/lecture rooms where their 
history, background and knowledge is not reflected in the curriculum; 
and their limited ability to speak and write English directly translated 
as an inability to integrate and acculturate.

2018 Higher Degree Research Graduates
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
NOLENE WALKER
CER, School of Education 
Supervisors: Prof. M.Simons; Prof. W.Sawyer

Thesis title:
Inclusion or Illusion: A Mixed Methods Study of Pedagogical 
Practices to Enhance Pre-service Teachers’ Preparedness for 
Contemporary Inclusive Teaching.

Thesis abstract:
Over the last three decades, students with additional needs and 
disabilities have increasingly taken their rightful place in regular 
classes. However, research indicates that teachers feel ill-prepared 
for including all students. This study developed curriculum and 
pedagogy to enhance pre-service teachers’ preparedness for 
contemporary inclusive teaching in the areas of attitudes and 
knowledge with an emphasis on skills. The findings suggest that the 
preparation of pre-service teachers for inclusive teaching requires a 
shared vision within initial teacher education to ensure that delivery 
of inclusive principles and practices embraces the philosophy of 
pedagogy for all.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (EDUCATION RESEARCH)
JIA SHI
School of Education 
Supervisors: A/Prof. J.Han; Prof. M.Singh

Thesis title:
Opening all your senses: An exploration of the multimodal 
approach to engage students’ learning of Chinese as a foreign 
language

Thesis abstract:
This study explores how to use multimodal approaches to engage 
students in learning Chinese as a foreign language in Australian 
schools. It includes exploration of different modes that can be utilised 
in class, the ways that various modes can be integrated to engage 
students, and the connection between the suitability of modes and 
teaching content. A two-cycle action research was designed and 
data was collected through documents, observations, reflective 
journals, and focus group interviews. Data was analysed through a 
qualitative method, and three data-driven themes are presented: the 
picture-based multimodal approach; the gesture-based multimodal 
approach; and the touch-based multimodal approach. 

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (EDUCATION RESEARCH) 
ZHONGSHI XIE
School of Education 
Supervisors: A/Prof. A.Power; Prof. M.Singh

Thesis title:
Teaching Chinese Through Integrating Songs in Task-Based 
Learning: a Teacher Action Research Project.

Thesis abstract:
This research focuses on the exploration of the use of songs 
integrated in a Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) approach 
to enhance the learnability of Chinese for Year 7 students in a NSW 
high school. Through action research, the researcher developed a 

series of effective curriculum resources, including songs and tasks 
in the framework of TBLT. This combination is advantageous for the 
students to enhance their interest in Chinese learning, strengthen 
their language memory, and foster their fluency and their ability to 
apply the language in authentic contexts. 
MASTER OF EDUCATION

(HONOURS) 
LEYI LI
School of Education 
Supervisors: Prof. M.Simons; A/Prof. C.B.Lee

Thesis title:
A Self-Study of Teacher Encouragement Strategies: Making 
Students More Active Learners of Chinese.

Thesis abstract:
This Thesis examines the development of teacher professionalism 
in the field of Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language. To answer 
the research question, ‘what range of encouragement strategies 
could usefully be employed in the teaching/learning of Chinese to 
monolingual English-speaking Australians?” initially different forms 
of teacher encouragement strategies were evaluated. Three phases 
of comparisons were set up: General vs Personal, English vs Chinese, 
and Monotonous vs Multiple. This research also demonstrates how 
a less experienced Chinese teacher can develop professional skills 
through targeted teaching/learning content and workable teacher 
strategies in post-monolingual education in Australia.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY (HONOURS) 
CONNIE TIMOTHY SIVALY
CER, School of Education 
Supervisors: Dr. C.Jones Diaz; A/Prof. C.B.Lee

Thesis title:
Down-skilling African Women Downunder: A Bourdieuian Analysis.

Thesis abstract:
This research focuses on the difficulties highly qualified African 
female migrants face when entering the labour market after arriving 
in Australia. This study locates a sample of African women who have 
experienced down-skilling within the Australian workforce. The goal 
is to gain deeper understanding of the processes that led to some 
of these women being excluded from skilled positions for which 
they were qualified, while other African women gained their desired 
positions. The study also explores the ways in which these women 
deploy their social, cultural, linguistic and economic capital and how 
they reconvert that capital into the Australian context.

 ≥  



westernsydney.edu.au/cer

CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

29

Alfred Mupenzi, Phd graduate and refugee advocate
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Visiting Scholars

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR TIMOTHY TEO 
Macau University
31 October to 2 November  
Sponsor: L∑ARN HDR cohort Group 

Professor Teo’s is an expert in quantitative methods, particularly 
in psychometrics; instrument development and validation; cross-
cultural measurements; structural equation modelling; multilevel 
modelling; latent growth modelling and meta-analysis. 

During his visits, he has shared with academic staff and HDR students 
his knowledge on instrumentation and MASEM (meta-analytic 
structural equation modelling) 

DR ALLYSON CARVALHO DE ARAÚJO 
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil
April 2018 – April 2019 

Sponsor: Associate Professor Jorge Knijnik

Dr Allyson Carvalho de Araújo is Adjunct IV Professor working in the 
Physical Education Department. During his visit to Western Sydney 
University he will be working on the research project “Moving in the 
virtual world: the impact of digital technologies on teacher education, 
movement culture and Health and physical education curriculum: a 
view from the Southern Hemisphere”. This project is a partnership 
between the Western Sydney University, the Universidade Federal do 
Rio Grande do Norte (Brazil) and the University of Auckland

PROFESSOR BABEK SHAMSHIRI 
University of Shiraz, Iran
December 2018 – April 2019 

Sponsor: Associate Professor David R. Cole

Professor Shamshiri is the Dean of Education at the University 
of Shiraz. His visit will involve scholarly exchange focusing on an 
examination of the geopolitics of teacher education in Iran and 
Australia.

PROFESSOR DORTE MARIE SONDERGAARD 
Aarhus University, Denmark
August – October, 2018 

Sponsor: Associate Professor Susanne Gannon

Professor Dorte Marie Søndergaard holds a professorship in social 
psychology at the Department of Education, Aarhus University. 
During her visit she has been involved in drafting academic papers 
with Professor Sondergaard, PhD student Penille Rasmussen, 
Associate Professor Susanne Gannon and Associate Professor Loshini 
Naidoo. She has also co-presented with Associate Professor Susanne 
Gannon at the Data Archive workshop, Melbourne University.

YU PEI CHUN (TERRI)
Ming Chuan University in Taipei, Taiwan
July 2018 – July 2019 

Sponsor: Associate Professor Christine Johnston

Terri is undertaking her Doctoral studies at the University of Taipei. 
During her visit at Western Sydney University, Terri will be spending 
her time working on the writing up of her PhD which is looking at 
the learning of Chinese language by international students in Taipei. 
She is already engaging with Associate Professor Jinghe Han and is 
attending the ROSETE meetings to learn how that program works 
and is planning on making contact with relevant staff in Humanities 
and Communication Arts.

International Guest Speakers 
and HDR Event Facilitators
Guest scholars who have made presentations to the School  
or facilitated Higher Degree Research Cohort events include: 

 ≥ Professor Susan Jacobson (U.S.A.)
 ≥ Professor Timothy Teo (Singapore)
 ≥ Professor Karin Murris (South Africa)
 ≥ Dr Michael Finneran (Ireland)
 ≥ Dr Daniela Jadue-Roa (Chile)
 ≥ Professor Paul Richardson (Monash). 
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Our connections across the globe
CER Researchers are recognised internationally for their work and are 
active collaborators with leading researchers globally. This map gives 
a snapshot of some of the many locations where CER researchers work 
with researcher colleagues around the world.

Global Connections
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CER events featured in 2H 2018 comprised the launch of 
the Educational Conversations (EduCons) Seminar Series, 
and the events organised for our Higher Degree Research 
Students through the Cohorts established around specialist 
content and/or methodological approaches.

July

Demythologising creativity
Dr Michael Finneran, (University of Limmerick, Ireland)

August

Children’s agency in participatory research: methodologies and 
ethics
Dr Daniela Jadu-Roa, (Universidad de O’Higgins, Chile)

Dialogic pedagogies to deepen student learning
Mr Daniel Yong (Lansvale Public School NSW)

Diffracting diffractive readings of texts as methodology: some 
propositions 
Professor Karin Murris – Cape Town University, South Africa

September

Breaking out of the (anti) bullying ‘box’: NYC educators discuss 
trans/gender diversity-inclusive policies and curriculum.
Dr Jacqueline Ullman

Creative Environmental Problem-Solving through Art and Ecology 
Integration.
Dr Susan Jacobson (University of Florida, USA)

October

Developing a culturally and linguistically responsive English 
Medium Instruction pedagogy for higher education in China.
Dr Jinghe Han, Dr Lyn Tieu, Professor Michael Singh

LGBTIQA+ Teachers’ Experiences of Workplace Discrimination and 
Disadvantage
Dr Jacqueline Ullman

Building an academic profile, establishing a career pathway and 
negotiating the competing demands of an academic career
Professor Paul Richardson (Monash University)

Which quantitative analysis to perform for my study?
Dr Nathan Berger

How to ensure “quality” in my qualitative analysis?
Dr Lynde Tan

Researching with people experiencing economic adversities: 
imperatives, pitfalls and promises
Dr Jen Skatterbol (University of New South Wales)

November

Media and Digital Technology impact in the educational field
Dr Allyson Carvalho de Araujo (Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
do Norte, Brazil)

Tracing the journey of a research project investigating global 
indigenous peoples’ participation in sport coaching.
Dr Andrew Bennie

Measurement in Social Sciences
Visiting Scholar: Distinguished Professor Timothy Teo, University of 
Macau

Specialised session for LΣARN students
Visiting Scholar: Distinguished Professor Timothy Teo, University of 
Macau

How robust is my quantitative analysis?
Dr Roberto Parada

How to design interventions for my study?
Associate Professor Chwee Beng Lee

CER Events in 2018
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The full publication list for 2018 follows. Our researchers 
have published 12 books; 59 book chapters; 53 journal 
articles and 10 research reports. Congratulations to all 
those researchers who have contributed to this outstanding 
achievement in the field of Education.  

Books
Cole, D. R., & Bradley, J. P. (Eds.) (2018). Principles of 
Transversality in Globalization and Education. Singapore: 
Springer. doi:10.1007/978-981-13-0583-2

Ferfolja, T., Jones Diaz, C., & Ullman, J. (2018). Understanding 
Sociological Theory for Educational Practices (2nd ed.). 
Port Melbourne, VIC: Cambridge University Press.

Gannon, S., Hattam, R., & Sawyer, W. (Eds.) (2018). Resisting 
Educational Inequality: Reframing Policy and Practice in 
Schools Serving Vulnerable Communities. U.K.: Routledge.

Gray, T., & Mitten, D. (Eds.) (2018). The Palgrave International 
Handbook of Women and Outdoor Learning. Switzerland: 
Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1007/978-3-319-53550-0

Hall, T. J., Gray, T., Downey, G., & Singh, M. (Eds.) (2018). 
The Globalisation of Higher Education: Developing 
Internationalised Education Research and Practice. U.K.: 
Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1007/978-3-319-74579-4

Knijnik, J. D. (2018). The World Cup Chronicles: 31 Days That 
Rocked Brazil. Balgowlah Heights, NSW: Fair Play Publishing.

Malone, K. (2018). Children in the Anthropocene: 
Rethinking Sustainability and Child Friendliness in Cities. 
U.K.: Palgrave. doi:10.1057/978-1-137-43091-5

Naidoo, L., Wilkinson, J., Adoniou, M., & Langat, K. (2018). Refugee 
Background Students Transitioning Into Higher Education: Navigating 
Complex Spaces. Singapore: Springer. doi:10.1007/978-981-13-0420-0

Sawyer, W., Munns, G., Zammit, K., Attard, C., Vass, E., & Hatton, 
C. (2018). Engaging Schooling: Developing Exemplary Education for 
Students in Poverty. U.K.: Routledge. doi:10.4324/9781315561905

Singh, M., & Nguyen, T. H. N. (2018). Localising Chinese: 
Educating Teachers Through Service-learning. U.K.: 
Palgrave Macmillan. doi:10.1057/978-1-137-54282-3

Tan, L., & Zammit, K. (Eds.) (2018). Teaching Writing 
and Representing in the Primary School Years (2nd 
ed.). Melbourne, VIC: Pearson Australia.

Ullman, J., & Ferfolja, T. (Eds.) (2018). Gender and 
Sexuality in Education and Health: Advocating for 
Equity and Social Justice. U.K.: Routledge.
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