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Chinese Australian History Online Seminar Series 2 
(Lecture 5)  

    

 

Zoom Details: 
 

Date: Thursday, 30 September 2021 
 

Time: 4-5pm AEST 

RSVP essential. Register HERE to receive the Zoom link 

Abstract 

In the late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries, Chinese merchants occupied a special position in many 
British or ex-British colonies, such as the Northern Territory (‘the Territory’) of South Australia, as 
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facilitators of labour supply and trade and as leaders and representatives of Chinese communities. They were 
recognised in these capacities by governments through exemptions from immigration regulations. The lack 
of restrictions on Chinese immigration to the Territory until 1888 enabled Chinese merchants to establish 
Chinatown and, in some cases, business networks that were transnational and transfamilial. Territory 
Chinese merchants were esteemed by local business and political elites and often included in official 
functions. The economic competitiveness of Chinese merchants in the Territory motivated a faction of 
European businessmen to push for limitations on employment for Chinese workers and for Australian 
colonies to uniformly restrict Chinese immigration in the 1880s and in 1901. The Chinese merchant leaders 
in the Territory protested against these ‘White Australia’ policies. The initial lack of immigration restrictions 
and later exemptions enabled wives, daughters and servants of Territory Chinese merchants to gain 
prominence in business and politics. This case study illustrates that ‘white’ policies were less about creating 
white nations as about constructing spaces for governments to benefit economically from ‘coloured’ people 
while keeping them in subjection. 
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With the continuation of the global pandemic and its severe repercussions, it is of utmost importance for us 
to attend to our mental and physical health while in extended lockdown. The health benefits of music and 
meditation alike are generally well accepted in traditional and contemporary societies across the world. In 
this second response to the global pandemic, IAC Research Fellow Dr Nicholas Ng has curated a collection 
of original music written by himself in collaboration with various musicians to help relax the mind and create 
feelings of peace and calm. 

    

 

2021 Music and Spirituality Symposium 

    

  

Music and Spirituality, our much anticipated online symposium (13 to 14 September) was a great success 
involving 19 universities from around the world with presentations from Australia, Brazil, China, Germany, 
Iran, Italy, Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, Malta, North America and the United Kingdom. Two quotes sum up 
the central themes of the Symposium: “We can travel to God by bus or foot, but the quickest way is through 
music” (Dr Banu Şenay, University of Macquarie) and “When it comes to love, there is no border” (Dr Polina 
Dessiatnitchenko, Waseda University). We will upload the video of the Symposium with a link that will be 
sent out to you. In the meantime, please enjoy Shy Like Blushing Flowers: "Strange Invisible Perfume", 
composed by Associate Professor Bruce Crossman (https://vimeo.com/253546334 at 30:40) and the 
innovative performance of Monkey King Concerto—Movement I for sheng 笙(Chinese mouth-blown reed 
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instrument) and orchestra with soloist Dr Wang Zhengting from the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music 
(https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=uGYot1Au3RU&feature=share). 

    

 

Visit IAC: westernsydney.edu.au/IAC 
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