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Abstract
Clothing is often understood as the surface through which social

identities are formed and maintained. In countries such as Fiji the
practice of doing kalavata, or wearing shared patterns and colours,
represents one of the key examples of expressions of unity and
community especially in indigenous (iTaukei) families and villages.
This paper examines the expanded practice and performance of doing
kalavata amongst the diverse communities that live and work in urban
Fiji. Connecting the materiality of clothing and fabric to globalisation
and urbanisation, the paper will highlight the complex ways in which
individual style and fit are being expressed within a broader system of
communal aesthetics. | conclude by reflecting upon the role that doing
kalavata plays in the collective imagination of being Fijian.
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