
 
Participant Information Sheet – Parent/Carer  

Project Title:  Wilding Nature Play for Children and Families 

Project Summary:  

Your child is invited to participate in a research study being conducted by Dr Brenda Dobia, Dr Son 
Truong, and Dr Kumara Ward of the Centre for Educational Research, Western Sydney University.  
Through this research we will evaluate the benefits and effectiveness of the Ian Potter Children’s 
WILD PLAY Garden at Centennial Parklands, Sydney. The WILD PLAY Garden was established to 
‘create a safe, unique space in Centennial Park for children to explore, learn and connect with the 
natural environment’. After its first year of operation the Ian Potter Foundation and the Centennial 
Parklands Trust are interested to know how it is working, what benefits are occurring in the 
community, and what improvements, if any, could be made. We are seeking the input of children, 
parents and educators who use the site to contribute to the evaluation. 

How is the study being paid for? The study is being funded through a grant from Centennial 
Parklands Foundation. 

What will my child be asked to do? 

Your child will be asked to complete an online survey about their experience of visiting the Ian Potter 
Children’s WILD PLAY Garden. You are also invited to complete an adult version of the survey. 

How much of my child’s time will he/she need to give? 

The survey is expected to take about ten minutes. 

What benefits will my child, and/or the broader community, receive for participating? 

Your child’s participation in the survey will help the Centennial Parklands Trust understand what 
children appreciate about the site and how they might improve it. In this way you and your child can 
contribute to directions for the WILD PLAY Garden's further development. Outcomes from this 
research will also provide insights that are relevant for public health and local planning agencies so 
that they can better support children’s access to spaces for nature play. 

Will the study involve any risk or discomfort for my child? If so, what will be done to rectify it?  

The survey asks children about their experiences of nature play at the Ian Potter Children’s WILD 
PLAY Garden. A few questions ask children about fears they may have about nature. It is not 
expected that asking these questions will cause any ongoing discomfort. However, if your child does 
experience ongoing worries it is important to acknowledge and reassure them. For tips on dealing 
with children’s fears and anxieties you will find helpful information at Better Health Channel. You can 
also seek advice from Parent Line on the web or by phone on 1300 1300 52.   

How do you intend to publish or disseminate the results? 

It is anticipated that the results of this research project will be published and/or presented in a variety 
of forums. In any publication and/or presentation, information will be provided in such a way that the 
participant cannot be identified, except with your permission.  

Will the data and information that my child provides be disposed of? 

http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/fear-and-anxiety-children
http://www.parentline.org.au/useful-information/read-parent-stories/toddler-fears


Please be assured that only the researchers will have access to the raw data your child will provide. 
However, their data may be used in other related projects for an extended period of time. For 
example, the findings from this study may be compared with future research to show how children 
develop a sense of connection to nature. 

Can I withdraw my child from the study? Can my child withdraw from the study? 

Your child’s participation in the study is entirely voluntary and they are not obliged to be involved.  

Your child can withdraw at any time, or you can withdraw them, without giving a reason. However, as 
the survey is being conducted anonymously it will not be possible to withdraw survey responses once 
they have been submitted. 

What if I require further information? 

Please contact  
Dr Brenda Dobia at b.dobia@westernsydney.edu.au, 02 4736 0729, or  
Dr Son Truong at s.truong@westernsdney.edu.au, 02 9772 6220, should you wish to discuss the 
research further before deciding whether or not to participate. 

What if I have a complaint? 

If you have any complaints or reservations about the ethical conduct of this research, you may contact 
the Ethics Committee through Research Engagement, Development and Innovation (REDI)  on Tel 
+61 2 4736 0229 or email humanethics@westernsydney.edu.au. 

Any issues you raise will be treated in confidence and investigated fully, and you will be informed of 
the outcome.  

If you agree for your child to participate in this study, you may be asked to sign the Consent Form. 
The information sheet is for you to keep and the consent form is retained by the researcher/s. 

This study has been approved by the Western Sydney University Human Research Ethics 
Committee. The Approval number is H12858. 
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