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Abstract
This paper brings together concepts and perspectives from biology and cultural studies to explore strengths 
and limitations of the concept of ‘person’ in Mexican culture, discourse and practice. It argues that the dominant 
concept of ‘person’ misrepresents the social forces and intercultural contexts of socialisation and education 
in a nation strongly divided on class and ethnic lines. The paper focuses on this concept to inquire into the 
implications of the split of the biological from social and cultural dimensions. The paper brings out the importance 
of emphasising the biocultural dimension of personal and social life. It develops two concepts from biology,  
Evo-devo and Epigenetics, to explore some complexities of the Mexican situation. In this case it connects  
Evo-devo (an integration of theories of evolution and ontogenesis, the dynamic, species-shaping role of 
mechanisms of development of individual organisms and niches, connected to concepts of the emergence 
of social individuals) to Braudel’s ‘long history’. Epigenetics (the formative role of environments or ‘epigenetic 
landscapes’ in which genetic processes unfold), is considered as a model for interactions between biological and 
cultural inheritance and a series of formative contexts.
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