
ABSTRACT 
 
People’s Tribunals (PT) are a form of human 
and environmental rights activism. The first 
modern People’s Tribunal was the Bertrand 
Russell Tribunal which evaluated US policy 
and aggressive war in Vietnam. Since that 
time the Bertrand Russell Foundation has 
funded many People’s Tribunals, for example 
the Palestine situation, the war in Iraq, 
human rights and psychiatry, and several on 
the military dictatorships in Chile and Brazil. 
In 1979 the Permanent People’s Tribunal was 
established, with its base in Rome. The PPT 
has held more than 40 PTs on a wide range 
of issues.

This presentation will discuss the rise of 
tribunals and why they have increasingly 
been used in the current era to address 
issues of human and environmental rights 
and social justice. It will be argued that the 
rise of People’s Tribunals is the result of 
high and rising inequality brought about by 
super-charged globalization, neo-liberalist 
ideology and practice, and the inability, or 
unwillingness, of state and international 
agencies to deal with the conditions people 
across the world find themselves in.
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