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ABSTRACT

From the mid-1990s on, entitlement, 
welfare abuse, fraud and the so-called fake 
unemployed have become common topics of 
political discourse in France as in other Western 
European countries. Countless reforms, policy 
initiatives and bureaucratic investments have 
tended to reinforce control over the poor 
on welfare. In this presentation I will explore 
the construction of this issue as a public 
problem and its setting on the political and 
institutional agendas. Using Bourdieu’s theory 
of fields, I will show how these processes are 
rooted in the combination of interdependent 
dynamics, including political jockeying, the 
shift toward neo-classic theory among policy 
experts, Europeanization of social policies and 
managerialisation of welfare organisations. 
This will enable me to understand the 
various aspects of a catch-all rhetoric and its 
imposition as the coercive side of workfare.
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