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Abstract
Each year, thousands of Canadians are evacuated from their homes due to wildfires. Between 
1980 and 2007, almost 1/3 of wildfire evacuations involved Indigenous communities. In 2011, 
35 First Nations and Metis communities were evacuated for up to three weeks due to smoke, 
close proximity of the fire, and power outages due to wildfires. In 2012, a team of researchers 
started to develop the First Nations wildfire evacuation partnership to examine how First Nations 
are affected by wildfire evacuations and identify ways to reduce the negative impacts of wildfire 
evacuations on First Nations people and communities. The partnership includes researchers, eight 
First Nations communities across Canada that have been evacuated due to recent wildfires, and 
representatives from government and non-government organisations involved in administering 
or providing support during evacuations of First Nations communities. In this presentation I will 
introduce First Nations and wildfire evacuations in Canada and describe the First Nations wildfire 
evacuation partnership. I will also present initial results from one First Nations community in the 
province of Alberta, which provide insights into how evacuations are carried out in First Nations 
communities, residents’ evacuation experiences, and factors that positively and negatively affect 
residents’ evacuation experiences.
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